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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

As I write this February Communicator Article, the weather is frigid – single digit 

mornings – and there is snow on the ground outside my window. We are having a 

Pennsylvania winter.  It is one way the earth renews itself. Plant-life goes into dormancy 

and the ground freezes. As we experience this winter season, we all have the assurance that 

there will be warmer weather coming soon. The plant-life will come to full life, shoots, 

branches, buds, and flowers. One of the things I love about living here in Pennsylvania is 

the wonder of the changing seasons and how the earth changes in each one! 

The changing seasons around me have caused me to think about seasons churches go through as well. The 

experts who study churches and write about “Church Growth Patterns,” have focused on one season churches 

walk through, and authors write about, in the area of study known as “Turnaround Churches.”  I have read 

eleven books written about how different churches have walked through seasons of “turn-around.”  There are 

authors who pastored independent churches, mainline denominational churches, and Baptist churches as they 

walked with the leaders and lay-people in those churches through often very tumultuous seasons of 

“Turnaround.” 

These experts talk about the four stages every church goes through in walking through a season of 

“Turnaround.” Stage one is Forming, as the church takes on a new agenda and a new aim around a new vision 

or statement of purpose. Stage two is Storming, as the church walks through a season of laying down a 

previous vision brought by a beloved leader, and picks up the new vision brought by a new leader. Stage three 

is Transforming, as the church gains significant ownership of the vision that has been cast, and embraces the 

new direction. Stage four is Performing, as the church walks into the new future walking and working 

together in the new direction! 

In February of 2012 the Lord Jesus used then Bishop Ken Hoke and the church board of Cedar Grove Church 

to call Raina and me to come home to our “Home Church,” which had walked through some hard days. When 

we saw the attendance figures for 2011 our hearts broke. We knew you had walked through some awfully 

difficult days of conflict and heartache as people you loved and respected fell morally, and other leaders 

actually walked away from serving at Cedar Grove and from following Jesus.  

The most important thing any pastoral couple can have settled in their hearts, minds, and souls as they walk 

through life, is to know they are “called by the Spirit of Jesus” to be at a certain place for a certain season. 

Raina and I felt the Lord Jesus calling us to come home to Cedar Grove as pastoral couple for our last pastoral 

ministry season. Our home in Chambersburg had been for sale for three full years, without it selling. We 

couldn’t understand why it had not sold, as we pastored a church plant in Middlesex Township known as 

“On Eagles’ Wings Church.” When we interviewed with the Bishop and church board, and were offered a five

-year-contract to come home, we said yes. The very next week our home in Chambersburg sold at full price 

and fully cash offer. Talk about Jesus confirming His call for us to come home to you: Wow! 

Joe and Joyce Rickenbaugh gave us a place to live in, down in Pfoutz Valley while Haubert Homes built our 
home for us on the ridge-side. From February to May we sought God in prayer for how He was calling us to 
lead the Church family at Cedar Grove. One morning while I was praying, I sensed the Spirit of Jesus saying to 
me: “Ken, you can try to fight all of the little fires that are burning in the church at Cedar Grove, or you can 
start a new fire that will burn the others out!” That is exactly what I chose to do.  



I sought God for His clear leadership on what the fire He was talking about might look like. He sent me to 

John 13:34, 35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all 

men will know you are my disciples, if you love one another.” And so was born in my heart the God-bestowed vision 

that actually returns Cedar Grove Church to its original intent as we were formed as a church decades ago 

in 1930. Our vision statement is a call to live a life of God’s love together, as He lives in our hearts and pours 

us full of His agape/love. 

The Cedar Grove BIC Church exists to: Love Jesus More … Love Prayer More … Love One Another 

More… Love Serving More! 

So, as you look around you today in our local church family, seven years after the Spirit of Jesus called Raina 

and me to come home to our last pastorate, where do you see us as a body, given the four stages in the lives 

of “Turnaround Churches?” Yep, me too! I see us shifting gears from transforming to performing as He leads 

us to live a life of love together! 

I am so glad the Lord Jesus asked us to come home and gave us His vision for what Cedar Grove Church has 

always existed to be and to do: Live a life of agape love together! 

One grateful older pastor, serving in my third and last turnaround church, 

Ken Hepner 



Dear Students, Parents and Congregation,  

 

 For those of you that did not know I was away in Haiti for a week earlier this month 

working with Juniper Community Missions. I had the privilege of serving alongside a few 

youth from here at Cedar Grove; as well as, a few from within the community. We had a great 

week ministering to the people of Haiti and serving together. However, as the trip came to a 

close and the team returned home there was a snowstorm waiting for us. Between being away 

for a week, and having Sunday services canceled when I returned it seems as if I have been 

away much longer. I am excited to be back and return to the normal scheduled events here at 

Cedar Grove.  

 One thing that really stuck with me from my time in Haiti was from the church service 

we attended the Sunday we were there. The worship team was led by a group of around five or 

six young men, ranging from about 12 years old to 16 years old. It was powerful to see such a 

large portion of their worship service being led by their teens. After speaking with some of the 

guys after the service it came up that most of them were self-taught when it came to playing 

their instruments. It was such an encouragement to me that anyone can live out their faith and 

serve the body of Christ, regardless of their age. I just wanted to take a moment to share that 

encouragement with whoever might be reading this newsletter. Before I left for Haiti, Pastor 

Ken shared with us from I Corinthians and Romans about how we can minister to others 

through the gifting of the Holy Spirit. These young boys were clearly Spirit-filled as they led 

worship. I would be the first to say that I am in no way musically gifted. Yet, the Spirit gifts us 

all in a specific way for the purpose God has for us. God has gifted each one of us, but we must 

be willing to step out and serve. As I lead the Youth here at Cedar Grove a desire of my heart is 

that I could see each student here learning to step out and discover their gifting and step into 

roles of service.  

 I am excited for the year ahead of us a we walk forward as a Youth group growing closer 

to one another as we grow closer to Christ. Coming up shortly we have Impact from March 1-3 

at the Radisson in Camp Hill. Then looking ahead, we have the Haiti Missions trip in July. I 

am also working on the details of putting together a team to serve for a week of Teens in Mis-

sions Service (TIMS) at CRC!  

 

Garrick  



Greetings Church Family, 
 
Mark your Calendars Up comings Events:  
Friday, February 15th – SAMS Soup and Game night – 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, February 17th – Concert of Prayer – 6:30-8:00 PM 
Friday, February 22nd – Young Marrieds Social – Fellowship Hall 6:00 PM 
Sunday, February 24th –Youth Fundraising Meal to help finance their Short Term Mission Trip to 
Haiti –                        after 2nd service. 
Friday, April 5th to Sunday, April 7th – Marriage Retreat at CRC for couples married 35-50 years!   
       See details below. 
 

Activities: 
Ladies Exercise: Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. 
Men’s Open Gym Basketball: Wednesday evenings 7:15-9:00 PM 
Co-Ed Volleyball: Sunday 3:00-6:00 PM 
Elementary Basketball: Saturdays from 10:30 – Noon – 1st thru 3rd grade basketball – Develop skills, 
play       
                               Games and Bible lesson.  
 

Events to be Praying for:   
Prayer requests in the bulletin. 
Pray for qualified persons called by God to serve as our Director of Children’s Ministries and our Director 

of Worship. 
 
CRC Marriage Retreat:  
When we are young and first married we do a lot of things together with other young couples that are fun 

and exciting. Then life happens children, careers/jobs, bills, etc. and we stop doing those things that 
help build our marriage relationships and friendships with other couples. Some of you will remember 
marriage retreats at Camp Hebron and all the fun and laughter we had and relationships that were 
built. It has been years since we have had a retreat. Here is an opportunity for Couples Married for 35
-50 years!! A marriage retreat at CRC, Friday, April 5th to Sunday, April 7th – 2 nights lodging and 
4 meals for $260.00 per couple, Dr. David and Joyce Leaman will lead our discussion time. Signup 
sheets will be in lobby areas next Sunday, February 3rd. There are only 21 rooms available. Looking 
forward to a great weekend!!! 

 

Home Groups: 
As we begin a new year you may be interested in checking out what Home Groups are like and seeking to 

find a Home Group or starting one. If you are please contact me and we will work together to get you 
involved or started with a new group. 

When your Home Group meets please let Johnna know at office@cedargrovebic.org, who hosted, how 
many attended and who led your meeting. If you are looking to add new members to your Home 
Group, are interested in being in a Home Group or are interested in leading a Home Group please let 
me know. Thank you. 

 
Blessings,  Al - DCL 
 



Worship Ministries 

This month I would like to ask some of you to consider volunteering in a few areas of need here at Cedar 

Grove and then give you an update on a few technical items. 

Chair Team Volunteers Needed: 

The first area of volunteering is for setting up chairs in the Life Center. As you know each week a team is 

responsible to set up chairs, usually Saturday evening or Sunday morning for that Sunday service. The Team 

also sets up and takes down the preaching platform each week. There are many events throughout the week 

requiring the gym floor be open. JMS holds their basketball practices and home games in the Life Center, 

two evenings a week there is a ladies exercise and workout,  on Wednesday evening there is an open men’s 

basketball being played and on Saturday morning the gym is used for youth basketball and finally on Sunday 

afternoon volleyball is being played. During the summer months we have found we can leave the chairs set 

up most of the time since the Life Center is seldom used beyond the Sunday services.  This gives a much 

needed break for those who take care of this task so faithfully. 

There are few teams that could use one or two more men to help them. We currently have five teams with at 

least 3 men per team and it would be better to have four on each team. So please consider becoming a volun-

teer on one of the five teams. This will have you setting up chairs less than once per month. Please indicate 

on the connection card or let me know personally or via email and I will place you on a team. 

Sound Volunteer: 

Another area of need is help for operating sound for both services.  To serve in this position you will need to 

have an appreciation of mixing voices and instruments during the worship team practices on Sunday morn-

ings as well as during the services.  We will train you until you are comfortable with the sound board and 

the equipment that needs set up or put away before and after the services. Again you can indicate your de-

sire to learn/serve in sound ministry on the connection card or letting me know personally. 

New Wireless Mics: 

As you know we have a wireless mic system throughout the church.  The band width that most of our sys-

tem operates on has been purchased so it will be illegal for us to continue to use our present system and the 

equipment.  

I have been working Elvin Fisher to bring a new system of receivers, channels and wireless mics, both hand 

held and belt packs that operates on the 500 megahertz bandwidth which is available to the public. By the 

end of March we will have the new system in place and we will be using mics that have rechargeable batter-

ies so we’ll no longer need to be purchasing batteries by the bulk. Over the last several years we have up-

graded our sound board, speakers and now the wireless system in the Life Center. 

The board has given approval to install sound boards in the Life Center as well. So in the next few months 

we hope to get these panels in place. This will help absorb the echoing or “slap back” that we often hear 

complaints about in the Life Center.  With these upgrades and better sound management we hope the Life 

Center will become an improved venue for all our services. 

Respectfully, 

Merv Yoder 



Children’s Ministry 

February 2019 

With a new year, comes the inevitable resolutions. I like to think of it more as goal setting. A new year is a 

great time to set goals for what we want to accomplish, as long as we keep our goals realistic and attainable. 

I’m sure you are all familiar with the most popular goals in our country: quit smoking, lose weight, get out of 

debt, save more, etc. But how about these? 

Rest: No matter what the world says, we were not created to multitask. God created Sabbath for a reason. 

Too much business pulls our attention away from God. Exhaustion leads to burnout. Take time to rest. 

Take time to be with God. 

Read the Bible: See God’s big picture. Soak up His wisdom. Memorize some of it. It will get you through 

anything. It will comfort you. It will grow you. 

Ditch the electronics: Teach your kids to do the same. Just turn them off and walk away. Not 

permanently; just a little while each day. Shed the tech ball and chain! Put them down and connect 

instead with God and with the people in the same room. Facebook and Fortnite will still be there 

when you get back, but your kids will be grown in the blink of an eye. 

Get rid of the negative and pick up the positive:  

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to 

one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Ephesians 4:31-32 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. Philippians 4:8 

And last but not least, come to church! Parents, you are your child’s primary teacher, and we want to help! If 

you are not in the habit of bringing your child to church, a new year is a great opportunity to start a new habit 

of regular church attendance. Come to church. Have the full experience by attending Sunday school. If your 

child is coming to church only during the 10:45 worship, he or she is missing a large part of the lesson. And 

you are missing an opportunity to connect with other believers and grow through Bible study. Better yet, 

come and have a cup of coffee and a treat in the 

fellowship hall. 

We all in some way want to resolve to be better. That’s 

just human nature. Just don’t resolve to be perfect. We 

are made perfect in Christ. Don’t think you have to “fix 

yourself” before you can come to church and connect 

with other believers. Let your mess be your message! 

And don’t get caught up in the world’s definition of 

successful. God loves you just the way you are! Happy 

New Year Everyone! 

Blessings,  

Mandy Ritzman 



 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES (SAMs) 

FEBUARY 2019 

SAMS INVITES YOU TO: 

February 15, Friday 6pm Soup and Game Night   

We hope you will come for an evening of fellowship, laughter, games, 

and food. Homemade soups will taste great on a cold February evening. 

Please bring your favorite game and snack. Even if you are not a gamer 

please come for an evening of fellowship: I promise you will laugh and 

have fun. The winter can be long and dark so let’s brighten up each oth-

er’s evening. If you need a ride please call me, Raina at 717-496-1589. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

March 24, Sunday Noon   Birthday Celebration Meal  

May 7, Tuesday Spring Senior Day at Roxbury Camp The camp is offer-

ing a retreat.  Any questions contact Nancy Varner. Brochures are avail-

able. 

June 8, Saturday Picnic at Varner’s Pavilion. 

July 18, Thursday,  Cross Country Coach Trip to Isett Heritage  Museum 

and Proud Mary Boat ride at Raystown Lake (Cost $15. per person.) 

August 2-10  Roxbury Camp Meeting  

 

d-SAM Raina Hepner 

 



 

From the Board 

Happy New Year!  I pray you are getting off to a good start for 2019.  I hope each of you took the time to ex-

plore your spiritual gifts and where the Lord may be leading you.  As I said last month, we all have gifts and 

are called to use them for the glory of God.  Cedar Grove has an abundance of areas in which to use your 

gifts.  If you are at a loss as to where you can get plugged in, contact Al Ream and he would be more than 

glad to help you out. 

A new membership class will be forming in February and another in April or May.  These classes will be 

held on Thursday evenings.  When the dates and times are established, we will make that information 

available.  As a member, leadership opportunities become available, should the Lord be calling you to use 

your gifts to serve in that capacity. 

I am so happy to report that we closed out 2018 with an incredible surplus of $75,000.00; another fantastic 

year of giving.  Year-end gifts will be going to the Juniata Mennonite School, the Christian Retreat Center, 

the Juniata County Food Pantry, the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ministries, the Juniata County Clearing-

house, the Prison Ministry, the Tide Radio Station and Recording Studio, and to the Pakistan Full Gospel 

Bible College in Lahore Pakistan.  Praise God! He has provided for all of our needs and has enabled us to 

share his blessings with others.  In other financial matters, the Board has approved the movement of funds 

within the 2019 budget.  Therefore, the final budget will be adjusted and stand at $595,527.00.  The final 

budget for 2019 will be presented at the Council Meeting on January 27, 2019. 

Gary Krabill has felt the call of the Lord to minister to the senior adult population of our region, specifically 

targeting non-church affiliated nursing homes, to care for those who may be dying apart from Christ and a 

church family to care for them and their loved ones.  The Board has approved financial support to this min-

istry.  You too can partner with Gary and the Board by praying for Gary as he shares the gospel and God’s 

love. 

The Property Management Team reported that the cabinets for the History Center have been installed and 

look great; may want to stop in and check them out.  Additionally, they are exploring the idea of installing a 

new digital sign in place of our current sign.  This would be beneficial for posting church hours and give us 

another means to inform the body of schedule changes. 

Speaking of schedule changes, it continues to be a struggle to find people to serve for both worship services 

over the summer months.  Therefore, the Board has once again adopted a summer schedule for 2019.  This 

schedule will run from June through the second Sunday in September.  Additional information will be forth

-coming. 

As I close, I continue to encourage you to lift up those in need within the body of Cedar Grove as well as in 

our community.  And, to be still to hear God speak. 

Blessings, 

Donna Beitz 



 

January by the  

Numbers 

Date Early Late Total 
Sunday 

School 
Offering Special Offering 

1/6/19 80 281 361 161 12,682.60   

1/13/19 45 245 290 131 6,430 816 (TIDE) 

1/20/19     INCLEMENT  WEATHER 

Averages 62.5 263 325.5 146 9,556.30  

January Special Offering Totals 

January 13: $816 - TIDE 

 

A look ahead to February Special Offerings 

February 10: TIDE 

February 24: FOOD PANTRY 

 



Date February Birthdays Anniversaries 

February 1 Phil Bomberger, Frannie Burd, Ben Lauver, Karena Mast Bill & Dorothy Kerstetter 

February 2 Dee Heidler, Nalaya Naylor, Gary Peachey, Karen Rutt  

February 3 Barrett Ritzman  

February 4 Don Woodward  

February 6 Gwyn Martin, Maley Naylor, Dwight Soles, Roseann 
Woodward 

 

February 7 Judy Taylor   

February 8 Carole Bohner, Faith Forry, Brandon Shaffer  

February 10  Brennan Paden  

February 11 Tessa Gilson, Sara Yoder  

February 12 Cody Brubaker, Jake Burns, Dick Crawford, Austin Naylor  

February 13 Adam Supplee  

February 14 Brittney Bomberger, Carol Harris, Terry Little, Dorothy 
Sath, Mike Shertzer 

 

February 15 Todd Graybill, Joann Weiand  

February 16 Hillari Ayers, Mike Gephart, Vic Whitesel,   

February 17 Dub Peachy  

February 18 Gary Lauver, Karen Walters  

February 19 Evelyn Graham, Joel Hardin, Pamela Shellenberger  

February 20  Douglas & Tonda Brubaker 

February 21 Thea Neimond  

February 22 Becca Shertzer  

February 23 Bonnie Sheets  

February 24 Matt Byler, Gina Reinford  

February 25 Mary Crouse  

February 26 Anna Romig  

February 27   Carl & Frannie Burd 

February 29 Drew Reinford  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

1 2 

3 
 
 
Youth Group 

4 
 
Ladies Exercise  
6 PM 

5 
 
Praying Parents 
8:30 AM  
 

6 
 
Ladies Exercise  
 6 PM 
 
Mens BB 7-9 PM  

7 8 9 

10 
 
Youth Group 

11 
 
Ladies Exercise  
6 PM 

12 
 
Praying Parents 
8:30 AM  

13 
 
Ladies Exercise  6 
PM 
 
Mens BB 7-9 PM  

14 
 

15 
 
SAMs Soup & 
Game Night 6 
PM Fellowship 
Hall 

16 

17 
 
Youth Group 

18 
 
Ladies Exercise  
6 PM 

19 
 
Praying Parents 
8:30 AM  

20 
 
Ladies Exercise  6 
PM 
 
Mens BB 7-9 PM  

21 
 

22 
 
Young Married 
Social 6 PM 
Fellowship 
Hall 

23 

24 
 
 
Youth Group 

25 
 
 
Ladies Exercise  
6 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 
 
 
Praying Parents 
8:30 AM  
 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
 
 
Ladies Exercise  6 
PM 
 
Mens BB 7-9 PM  

 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


