May 15, 2022 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
“THE COMMUNITY OF JOY”
12. “Paul and the Legalists”
Philippians 3:1 – 6
Introduction:
We have been looking at the Philippian letter together under the general topic of “The
Community of Joy” regardless of what life may throw at us. The fact is, God desires to walk
with us and work with us, to take us deeper into His heart of love and to enable us to know His
provisions in life. One of the ways we are shown how desperately we need His provisions is
when we walk through painful circumstances and trials.
Paul wrote to these believers to encourage them to walk with the Lord Jesus Christ by faith. One
of Paul’s major themes of this letter is that he called them to “live a life of joy,” regardless of the
circumstances they faced. Christianity is at its very core, a Kingdom of the Heart. It is a
living relationship between two people who love each other, the One is the King of Glory and the
other is His child, in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior.
It’s a matter of knowing the Lord Jesus by faith deeply from the heart, as opposed to a way to
live or a set of rules one keeps! In the Bible the heart is the Seat of our Affections, the place of
decision–making, from which ultimately our lifestyle choices and our behaviors flow.
Our Lord Jesus spent an incredible amount of time in His teaching ministry focused on the hearts
of people being changed. There is an equation of sorts in His teaching aimed at the hearts of His
hearers both then and now; transformed Desires equal kingdom Living. Listen to what Jesus
says about the primary importance of what we cherish in our hearts, what we desire and long for.
Matthew 12:33 – 35 “Either make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and
its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How can you speak
good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good
person out of the good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure
brings forth evil.”
If anyone had a right to think about what was wrong, to have his mind set on how bad things
were Paul has that right! But he doesn’t take it! Paul’s situation was his second imprisonment in
Rome ordered by the emperor Nero, Paul knows he is not coming out of the dungeon where
Luke comes to visit him daily and pens letters for him! He knows he is going to die. It is only a
question of when!
He also wrote to a group of people who were walking in their share of heartache. They had false
teachers and false preachers among them, the Judaizors were trying to make them eat only
kosher foods, and two of their dear sisters were having a spiritual spat!
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Last time we finished our look at chapter 2 with a message about being messengers of grace like
Timothy and Epaphroditus were! We drew together the four major truths of the chapter and saw
how we are to reflect Jesus Christ as a body, and as individuals to a lost world in which we live:
A call to a Christ-like Attitude, indeed the key verse of the chapter is verse 5 “Your attitude
should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” Jesus’ attitude was to submit His life in order to do
the will of the Father, no matter what happened.
A call to a oneness of heart and mind, Unity Paul says verse 2 “make my joy complete by being
like-minded, having the same love, being one in sprit and purpose.”
A call to continue working out our faith; to Perseverance…when he admonishes us vs 12
“continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling”
A call to illuminate our dark world to be His light, to Witness in His Name, verse 15 “become
pure and blameless children of God, without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in
which you shine like stars in the universe.”
Today we embark on a three-week journey through chapter 3 with it’s very open and practical
teaching regarding our calling to walk with God in an intimate, personal, relationship with Jesus
Christ. We are counseled to shed religious works righteousness and to seek a deep and personal
relationship with Jesus by faith, which will make us to be righteous.
We are encouraged to be by faith, fully identified with the death, burial, resurrection, and
glorification of our Lord Jesus. We are admonished to have a single-mindedness, a controlling
passion which guides our lives.
Paul starts our chapter 3 with some very sermonic sounding words, doesn’t he? He’s halfway
through the book and he says “Finally my brothers” and proceeds to write on and on, conjuring
up visions of preachers saying “in conclusion’ and then going on for another 15 minutes. But
here the words “Finally my brothers” have a different light than what they appear to say. They
are dramatically altered by the subsequent words; “rejoice in the Lord”
Paul is really saying: “People of God this is your reminder; to rejoice in your Lord Jesus Christ”
at all costs and regardless of your circumstances. Your remaining need is to find that joy in your
soul that no man can take away because you have a deep and precious habitat where you and
Jesus dwell together, living as a well-spring of joy that is like an artesian well of living water
Jesus Christ brings to your life as He promised.
John 16:22 “Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one
will take away your joy.”
Paul knew only too well the pain these people were walking in from the religious bigots and
zealots who had persecuted him in his stay at Philippi. And he faces the real issue head-on in
chapter 3 like every prophetic preacher of God ought to do if he’s in Christ at all. He counsels
them that their Persecutors are not their Problem. Their spiritual passion after that personal
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relationship with Jesus by faith is the real issue that would make or break them. Everything the
devil can throw at them will take its rightful place when the heart issues are settled!!
6. Now in this first message from chapter 3 we look at Paul’s analysis of, and testimony to,
where true joy and satisfaction can be found as he compares religiosity, works righteousness in a
person, to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and uses himself as his illustration.
I. Religion in A Human Life:
Philippians 3:2 – 6 “Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. But we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh – though I myself have reasons for confidence in
the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh I have more;
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.”
It is my deep conviction that many people in the church today are settling for far less than
the good, Pleasing and Perfect Will of God for our lives. Too many seem to be content with a
religious lifestyle of doing for God, an outward form of Christianity without an inner reality of a
deep relationship with the Lord Jesus. This is in essence a cheap substitute for the real thing
devised by the enemy’s kingdom to cast a person’s soul to hell:
It is an exterior pretense of holiness that is no holiness at all. It depends on its own merits and
goodness, work salvation and for that reason is no salvation at all. As an insufficient means of
salvation, it is therefore, insufficient to secure God’s favor and will therefore hear form the very
Christ it professes: “Depart from me, you have worked inequity, for I never knew you.”
Paul also testifies to us here that religiosity, his own zealous quest to establish his own
righteousness by his works, ultimately brought him no benefits at all. The reality is that religious
living rendered him with significant Deficits in his Heart and Soul. As Paul lived his outward
forms of righteousness, he was mean and miserable…the exact opposite of the nature of the God
he was professing to worship.
He persecuted Christians to death in his religiously inspired hatred and meanness. His misery of
heart is vividly portrayed in his testimony when Jesus said to him: “Saul it is hard for you to kick
against the ox-goad.” In other words, the more he hated the followers of the Way the more
miserable he got, his pain increased.
And I very much want to say this as straight as I know how: Religiosity in a person’s heart today
still leads to meanness and misery, even religious expression in the name of Jesus. But I say to
you meanness and misery are the exact opposite of the Lord Jesus we profess; the fruit of His
abiding Spirit love, joy, and peace!
Religion in a man in the final analysis is characterized by hypocrisy. The Greek work hupocrites
is literally, “a stage player, one who puts on an act that is not real,” and I challenge you to show
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me any sin my Jesus was harder on than hypocrisy: Some of Jesus’ most scathing words were to
hypocrites: He called them people who were: Talking but not Doing the Word of God: Pious
without Passion after God: and said they were Pointing the way while being Blinded spiritually
to what God was doing and saying in His Son!
II. Traits of People who Espouse Works Righteousness:
Now I’d like us to look at some religious traits in people. No, they won’t all be in every religious
person you meet but some of them will and you’ll recognize them immediately. I find them in 2
passages of Scripture: Philippians 3:4 – 6 and Matthew 23:1 – 36.
The first trait is Pride: Philippians 3:4, 5 Paul talks about his having confidence in the flesh, his
thinking himself to stand on his own merits of his own works. Matthew 23:5-12, Jesus really
fleshes out this pride-filled religious heart for us.
Pride does a lot of nifty things where it is sure people will see them and if pride gets no
recognition for it’s sacrifice it gets hurt, packs up its marbles and goes home. Consider Jesus’
three illustrations in Matthew 6: standing on the corners to pray, sour faces when fasting, and the
showy demonstrations of long prayer tassels
Pride is also full of its own accomplishments and what great stuff it has done, it wants to be
called Rabbi, Master, Reverend, Teacher. This is a pride of head-knowledge about God, being
able to talk for God, to defend Him! Pride looks at the human beings around it and compares
itself to the wrong person and says, “I’m as good as so-and-so.”
We must have as much contempt for pride in ourselves as our Lord Jesus did. There was not
other individual root sin that Jesus was harder on than this one right here. What could be more of
an abomination to an Almighty God than some puny human being down here parading his
religious accomplishments to other people?
We miss a major point Jesus Christ demonstrated when we fail to represent His holy-disdain for
pride, when we see it in ourselves. To us sexual sins are the epoch of sin in the church and they
are horrible, but Jesus accepted tree women guilty of sexual sin, the woman at the well, Mary
Magdalene, and the woman taken in the act of adultery, and forgave them while absolutely
blistering religious pride of his day.
People of God we must not ever allow this sin to go unchecked in our lives or the lives of people
we love. Pride in our religious accomplishments stink before God and must be repented of.
The second trait is a twin sister to pride, and that is concern with Outward Forms of
righteousness people see. Paul says in Philippians 3:5 “circumcised the eighth day” mom and
dad made the right moves for the religious world to see 3:6 “as for legalistic righteousness
faultless” doing all he was taught by men to do and yet he was still miserable in the heart.
Matthew 6:1 – 16 Jesus said five times, in relation to God’s people doing good works, “to be
seen by men,” “to be honored by men.” He wanted His hearers to clearly understand that the
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only motive that was acceptable to God for doing good deeds was to demonstrate our love for
Him. Matthew 23:25 – 28, Jesus shared some terribly straight words about how the outside can
look really neat and clean but the inside be a real mess before God
Jesus said on another occasion that from within a man, in his heart, is where the things come
from that defile him and God sees every piece of corruption there! Paul was telling his readers
looking good, having it “all-together” before others isn’t enough in God’s sight.
The third trait of religiosity in a person’s heart is having Zeal without an intimate walk with
God. Matthew 23:37 – 39, portrays very religious people who were racist in their views of
salvation that God owed them salvation simply because they were Jews and yet Jesus openly
declares to them that by rejecting Him as their Savior, they were rejecting God’s grace. When
He left their temple that day it was left desolate and they received a spiritual blindness that can
only be healed when they look to Jesus.
Philippians 3:6, Paul says, “as for zeal persecuting the church.” Think of it! In his misplaced
zeal he consented to people’s death in the name of religion! Matthew 23:15, Jesus denounced the
religious bigots whose zeal caused them to get converts to their way of thinking only to make
sons of hell out of them. In Matthew 23:23, 24, Jesus denounced their zeal for a person’s ways of
thinking and substituting that for what moved God’s heart.
His illustration was that they tithed the spices of their houses and neglected to care for their own
needy parents or widows and children in loving mercy and justice…how absurd!! Zeal
misplaced!
Folks, you and I must remember our zeal and passion must be for the Lord of the lifestyle, and
not for the lifestyle itself. Our zeal and our passion must come from longing after God’s heart
beat not for any religious trappings. Our spiritual passions must be fixed on Christ and nowhere
else. These traits end my treatment of religion in the human heart. Now let’s turn our focus on
the up side of things, a relationship with the living God by faith in Jesus Christ the Lord
III. Relationship with Jesus:
Philippians 3:2, 3 “Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. But we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh,”
Paul really focuses our attention with 3 sets of contrasts in this chapter that really hit home if we
have the eyes of our hearts conditioned to want the Lord’s spiritual understanding. The first set
of contrasts is found in verses 2 and 3 and is the difference between circumcision of the Flesh
and circumcision of the Heart:
Both Leviticus 26:41 and Deuteronomy 10:16 hold out for us that it is possible to have the form
of circumcision in the body yet not have the reality that the form represents: A circumcised
heart.
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In the act of physical circumcision of the males that which was not needful or necessary was
removed and it was a spiritual analogy they carried in their bodies symbolic of an inner reality
God had done in their hearts: the cutting away of sinful and fleshly, that which rendered the
person spiritually uselessness.
No matter where they were people knew Israelite boys from others because they knew the sign,
for example the Pharaoh’s daughter in the Nile knew immediately Moses was a Hebrew because
of this symbol in his body.
But Paul says to have the symbol without the reality of the heart is to be a religious mutilator of
the flesh. To glorify the sign in the flesh and have an evil heart is weird! He counsels his
readers to watch out blepete meaning, “observe carefully this band of wild dogs, go beyond their
mere form of righteousness” and have a circumcised heart…spiritual surgery on the inside by
God.
1.) Worship in the Spirit: be renewed inwardly daily in Him
2.) Glory in Jesus only…and the third is the logical conclusion of the previous two things
3.) No Confidence in me, my abilities to save myself!
The second set of contrasts is the difference between self-attainments and the excellency of
Knowing Jesus intimately. Paul shares with us the radical difference meeting Christ on the
Damascus Road meant to him. The things he once thought were to marvelous and so great on the
credit side of the ledger, and when he really met Jesus he found to be debits, he says all his selfattainments were worth no more than sweepings from the Reinford’s barn…DUNG…REFUSE
From now on says Paul I will deny me, I will live crucified with Christ to me and be alive unto
Him. Since I have really come to know Him it’s so good, I can hardly stand it. Everything else
pales by comparison to knowing Him. He is everything to me! All his life this dear Pastor Paul
had striven to be right with God in his heart, his desire was to be holy unto the Lord, and when
self-attainment died and Christ came into his life in the dust of the Damascus Road his heart
found rest.
The third contrast is found in verse 4 and is the difference between my works creating my
own righteousness as opposed to being a progressive work of His righteousness of the heart.
Paul was quick to tell us, my human, legalistic righteousness was really no righteousness at all.
To God it smelled really badly. In the words of Isaiah “like filthy rags.” Paul abandoned his
human, works oriented righteousness that day in the dirt when he was blinded by the brilliance of
Jesus. When He walked into the life of His preacher Paul, cleansed his heart, then did he feel
righteous before the Lord
Paul’s passion was to stand on judgment day dressed only in His righteousness…a holiness of
heart that my Lord has done by faith in His glorious grace! Paul tells us the essence of
Christianity moves us far beyond religion into a living, vital, relationship with the living God
through faith in Jesus Christ the Lord: Rejoice in the Lord verse 1 … Glory in Jesus verse 3 …
Know Christ, intimate and personal knowledge of the introduced

6

Beloved, when, is the last time you stripped away all the facades and trappings of your faith, all
your preconceptions and biases, and knew for certain you were in Christ Jesus and He was in
you?

“THE COMMUNITY OF JOY:
12. “Paul and the Legalists”
Philippians 2:19 – 30
Introduction:
We are studying the Letter to the Philippians under the general topic of being a community of joy no matter
what life may throw at us!
We must be personal partakers of the K______________ of the H_________ that is on the foundation of what
Jesus Christ has done to redeem us!
In the Bible the heart is the S______ of our A_________________, the place where our desires live and from
which we make decisions in life. There is an equation of sorts in Jesus’ teaching: Transformed D____________
equals kingdom L___________! Matthew 12:33 – 35
Paul is in his second imprisonment, in a dungeon from which he knows he will not come out alive. He has lots
of rivals who wish him ill, some of whom are preachers. Two sisters he loves are having a spiritual spat!
In chapter two Paul gave us four basic truths he wanted us to hold on to:
A call to a Christ-like A________________ … A call to embrace a oneness of heart and mind, U_________ …
A call to continue working out our faith; to P___________________ … A call to illuminate our dark world, to
W______________ in His Name
Today we begin our look at chapter three. In broad strokes Paul is calling us to walk with Jesus intimately, to
shed religious works-righteousness, to fully identify with the finished work of Jesus for our salvation!
Paul begins chapter three with “Finally my brothers.” He is not ending the letter! He is saying, Family of God
this is your reminder: R_____________ in the Lord no matter what you are walking in! The model of Jesus
John 16:22
He faces the real issue head-on! Your P_________________ are not your P____________! Your spiritual
passion to know Jesus is the issue that would make or break them! This morning we begin this chapter with a
look at Paul’s analysis of his own testimony!
I. Religiosity in a Human Life: Philippians 3:2 – 6
Too many people today settle for far less than personally knowing and walking in the good, pleasing and
P____________ W_____ of God.
Paul testifies to us in his religious zeal he walked through life with huge D____________ in his own
H_________ and S_______! The zeal for the Law made him persecute believers to death in meanness and
hatred!
People who walk in religiosity today are often in mean-spirited misery. The Greek word for hypocrite is
hupocrites, “one plays a role on a stage.”
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Jesus was harder on this sin than most others: Talking but not D________ God’s will, pious without
P___________ after God, pointing the way for others while being B________ to the truth!
II. Traits of People who Espouse Works-Based-Righteousness: Philippians 3:4- 6
The first trait is P___________ Philippians 3:4, 5, Matthew 23:5 – 12
The second trait is concern with O___________ F________ Philippians 3:5, Matthew 6:1 – 16
The third trait is Z_______ without an intimate walk with Jesus Christ that actually makes us more Christ-like
in heart! Matthew 23:15 – 24, Philippians 3:6
III. Relationship with Jesus: Philippians 3:2, 3
Paul focuses our attention on three sets of diametric contrasts here:
Contrast #1 is the difference between circumcision that is only in the F_________ and the circumcision of the
H________ done by the Spirit!
To have a circumcised heart by the Spirit is to W__________ in the Spirit, to G__________ in Jesus only, and
to have no C________________ in my ability to do works of righteousness alone!
Contrast #2 is the difference between religious self-attainment and the excellence of K_____________ Jesus
Christ P_______________!
Contrast #3 is the difference between my works righteousness and the Spirit of Jesus working His
righteousness in my H_________ and S_______!
Paul tells us the essence of Christianity is to R____________ in the Lord no matter what may come, to
G_________ in Jesus and K________ Him and His sweet presence in us transforming us from the inside out!
Concluding Thoughts:

Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. Does the fact that Paul wrote Philippians in “The Mamertine,” yet wrote about having a heart full
of joy, speak truth to your heart?
2. In your opinion, why does Jesus invest so much time in teaching His followers the importance of
our heart’s desires?
3. Why is it important for us to rejoice in the Lord Jesus regardless of what circumstances we are
confronted with in life?
4. Paul talks about his testimony before and after he met Jesus Christ personally. What are some of
the ways the Lord Jesus changed your life when you came to know Him personally?
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5. Paul looks at three traits of religiosity in the human heart and soul. Which one or ones spoke to
your heart and why?
6. Paul gives us three sets of contrasts: Which one or ones spoke more to your personal journey with
the Spirit of Jesus right now?
7. Paul defines the essence of Christianity in three words. Do you agree or disagree and why?
8. Read together aloud the story in Matthew 23:1 – 33 and discuss what Jesus told us about people
who are outwardly religious only.
9. Read together aloud Matthew 6:1 – 18 and discuss ways the Lord Jesus tells us to do our
righteous actions in our spheres of influence.
10. Are there people in your life for whom you bear a burden to influence them to desire to be a
disciple of Jesus? What are you doing to help them understand who Jesus is and what He came to
do for us all? Share thoughts and prayer with your HOME group members.
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