October 31, 2021 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
“THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN TO THE CHURCH:
21. “John’s Final Exhortations for the Believers!”
I John 5:16 – 21
Introduction:
We are engaged in a study of the incredible letter John the Apostle, wrote to the churches of Asia
Minor where he was living as an Overseer of a number of churches he dearly loved. As he writes
this letter, John has led people to Christ for a long time. As he nears the end of his life on earth,
he is wondering if his work in these people in these churches he leads will last at all!
John wrote this letter with a heart of a sincere pastor who was moved with intense love to
Protect the remaining Flock from the heresies. John’s first concern is not to refute the false
teachers who had split from the church and took nearly half of the church members with them.
His first concern is pastoral! He defines his purpose clearly in the body of this wonderful letter.
Listen to his words as he writes to his dearly loved little children in the family of God that was
still together after the ugly split! Joy, Holiness, and Assurance are what every pastor who has
any character and truth about him or her deeply desires for the people who are part of their local
fellowship of believers! This letter is a masterpiece in the art of edification of believers!
I John 1:4 “We are writing these things so that our joy will be complete.”
I John 2:1 “My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if you do sin,
there is someone to plead for you before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who pleases God
completely.”
I John 5:13 “I write this to you who believe in the Son of God, so that you may know that you
have eternal life.”
On or about 100 A.D. meant the church of the Lord Jesus was now 65 years old. There were
people in the church who did not experience the early days of fiery love and evangelism that
swept thousands of people into the kingdom of God in a short amount of time. Now the church
was going through some difficult transitions. It is easy for us to idealize the early church and
think what they walked in was so amazingly different than today. But the truth is the letter of I
John tells us they faced issues very similar to what we face today!
John Confronts Spiritual Complacency: Some in the church knew the truth about Jesus and
were part of the church but did not have the fire of the love of God burning in their hearts. There
was a sense of doing church because it is what we have always done, but passionate worship,
heartfelt prayer, devotion to do the hard work of praying and evangelism. Not so much!
John Proclaimed the Call to Be Holy: Another central theme of the entire New Testament era
in the Church of Jesus was the calling of the Lord to walk in purity, holiness of character and
conduct. The word in the Greek language hagios, means “consecrated, set apart, holy,
utterly different than.” The Christian life caused the believers to be very different from the
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world system they lived in, and there were people who didn’t like or want to be different from
the world. They wanted to live like everyone else while claiming to know and walk with Jesus!
John wrote to give them the truth about who Jesus is, “the Word made flesh who came to live
among us,” the Son of God who acted to complete the Father’s will that we would have a Savior.
John calls his readers to simple and pure faith in Jesus, believing Jesus the Son of God, whose
actions on the Cross and the empty tomb are the fulfillment of God’s plan to save His people.
Over and over again in this letter John has given us a pattern of testing the authenticity of our
faith relationship with the Lord. He gives us the three tests over and over in the letter: Believing,
our faith in Jesus, our Loving God and each other, and our Obedience to God’s revealed will for
our lives. He gives us the three tests in chapter 2, again in chapter 3, and here again in chapter 5:
Faith, love and obedience are the things that give us assurance of salvation!
This is John’s pattern in his authorship and is proof of authenticity that he actually wrote this
letter to the believers who had been unsettled by the false teachers of heresy. John concludes
with his reason for writing the epistle just as he concluded the Gospel with his reason for writing
it.
You’ll recall at the end of the Gospel of John he tied it up with a blue bow by writing, John
20:30, 31 “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.”
This letter was written to believers, to give them truth to stand on, to would arm them against the
lies and half-truths peddled by Cerinthus and his army of false teachers who would undermine
people’s simple faith in Jesus Christ as Son of God and Redeemer and Savior of the world. The
words “know that you have eternal life” are written in the present and imperative tense. I am
writing to you that you may Know, for Certain right now, that you have eternal life! John is
telling his readers the assurance of our salvation is that we engage in and enjoy agreeing together
in corporate and united prayer!
We concluded last week’s study with the amazing twofold promise of Heaven. Promise #1: John
says we know when we pray in accordance with His will, conversing with Him with a humble,
gentle, submitted heart, soul, mind, and will, He Hears Us as we pray with Him! God engages
with us as we pray prayer conversations with Him. God is listening very carefully to all of those
heavenly transactions taking place in you and me as His sons and daughters!
Promise #2 John says when we know God has heard us as we pray in keeping with His will then
we Know we have Received the Answer to those prayers. “And if we know that he hears us, in
whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.”
I. Pray for a Believer who has Fallen into Sin:
I John 5:16a “If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and
God will give him life – to those who commit sins that do not lead to death.”
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When you or I see someone, we know has walked with the Lord Jesus in the past, choosing to
commit sin, our first response should honestly be deep and Godly Sorrow. We simply must get
beyond our human reactions of thinking about what all they are doing wrong and then ease right
into judgment mode. The first reaction we have when we see another brother or sister fall is not
criticism and judgment!
Our first and most passionate response should be to go into immediately into fervent
Intercession and pray earnestly for that person we care about. “If anyone sees his brother
committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and God will give him life.” The truth is I
have never met a person who walked with Jesus Christ for any amount of time, who when they
did something sinful, really felt good about that action immediately after they did it.
Because the Holy Spirit came to live in their heart and soul, they will generally have to deal with
feelings of guilt and conviction from the Spirit’s Holy Presence in them! So when we make the
Jesus-like choice to swing into deep passionate heart-cry in intercession for them we join the
Holy Spirit of the living God in what He is already doing in that person’s heart and soul!
The second response should be to seek to be Jesus with skin on and move into the role of being
that person’s loving, compassionate Restorer of his or her Soul. We do for that person what
the Lord Jesus has done for each one of us countless times in the past. He restores my soul, and I
therefore, know by experience that He can and will restore your soul, should be the absolute
heart attitude and motivation of the believer who seeks to restore someone else’s soul!
The Apostle Paul wrote about what it means to be a restorer of our brother or sister in Galatians
6:1, 2. “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore
him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
There are two specific Scripture passages that are actual quotes given by the Lord Jesus and were
recorded for us in Scripture, that should come to mind when we think about fulfilling the royal
law of love that Jesus gave to His followers.
The first one comes from the Sermon on the Mount when Jesus gave us His law of genuinely
loving others in our spheres of influence. It is found in Matthew 7:12 “So whatever you wish that
others would do for you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the prophets.”
The second Scripture is a bit more lengthy but is equally important for us to hold in our thoughtprocesses as we think about loving someone who has fallen and longing for them to be restored,
reaching to them in love.
It is found in Matthew 22:34 – 40: “But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.
Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law? And he said to him, ‘You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first
and great commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On
these two commandments depend all the Law and the prophets.’”
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II. The Reality of the Unpardonable Sin:
I John 5:16b, 17 “There is sin that leads to death; I do not say that one should pray about that.
All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death.”
Then John reminds the believers of a simple truth, but one that is really hard to get a handle on
when we read it in Scripture. John says there is a Sin that Leads to Death, and if someone has
committed that sin, it means that person has chosen to cross a line of God’s design from which
they will never be able to cross back over again. Jesus called it the blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit. Here John calls it sin that leads to death.
Matthew 12:31, 32 “Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever speaks a word against the
Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven,
either in this age or in the age to come.”
Mark 3:28 – 30 “’Truly, I say to you all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever
blasphemies they utter, but whoever blasphemes the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is
guilty of an eternal sin’ – for they were saying, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’”
In each of these contexts, along with Luke 12 where Jesus says this again, the people to whom
Jesus was referring when He taught about the sin of Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, were
the religious leaders, the scribes and the Pharisees who saw the wonderful miraculous works that
Jesus was doing, and attributed them to Jesus being full of an evil spirit or the prince of demons
as in Mark 3.
So, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit requires that you know who the Holy Spirit is, so it is a sin
that is committed by people who have some knowledge of spiritual truth, but their knowledge
has become so sinful and full of self-dependence on their religious works, they don’t really know
the work of the Holy Spirit personally.
Paul wrote to Timothy about false teachers who have crossed this line, I Timothy 4:1 – 3: “Now
the Spirit clearly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves
to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the insincerity of liars whose consciences
are seared, who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created to be
received with thanksgiving.”
If a person has committed the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, John says it is a sin that
leads to death. It means that person has crossed a line of no return. So John says you might as
well intercede for someone else if a person has chosen to and then has willfully spoken
blasphemously against the Holy Spirit, by seeing the works of God’s presence and attributing
them the works of Satan and his kingdom.
But just one word of caution here please, because it is too easy for us to be awfully hard on
ourselves at times: If you feel guilty and convicted that you have committed the blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit you haven’t! The reason is; if you had committed the sin that leads to
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death you wouldn’t be able to feel guilt or the convicting work of the Spirit of God: He would
have left you permanently! So repent and lean into the heart of Jesus who loves you today!
III. A Mighty Enemy but a Mightier Good Shepherd:
I John 5:18 – 20 “We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning,
but he who was born of God protects him, and evil one does not touch him. We know that we are
from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. And we know that the Son of
God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true, in his Son
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.”
Our brother John is writing under the anointing of the Spirit of Jesus and reminds us of our third
assurance of salvation: The deep desire in our hearts to stop continually living in sin, to stop
habitually living in sin and sin’s power to enslave us! John introduced this assurance of salvation
to us in I John 1 and then really fleshed it out in I John 3:4 – 10. In verse 6 he writes: “No one
who abides in him keeps on sinning.”
In verses 8 and 9 he writes: “Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil
has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the
works of the devil. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in
him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God.”
John wants his readers then and now to be aware of the truth; that the enemy of our souls Satan,
is full of schemes, temptations, deceit, and lies. Each one of these things is aimed at getting you
and me to choose the path of sin, to live in ways that grieve the Holy Spirit of God, so that we
move away from Jesus inch-by-inch until we have moved away from the protective presence of
the Good Shepherd entirely! The only joy Satan gets out of you and me falling is that our failure
grieves Jesus’ heart of love and compassion for us!
So John counsels his readers then and now to know and understand that we face an evil enemy
on three fronts, one front is internal in us and the other two fronts are external to us:
1. The internal battlefront: The Fleshly Nature! The evil one specializes in temptation to,
playing on our past failures with enticement to sin. The existence of the sinful nature in us is
what makes temptation to sin so alluring to us. It is wired into our humanity, leaning to what is
wrong. Only believers in Jesus can even see that we have a sinful nature, fleshly desires, so only
believers in Jesus can deal with this internal enemy by going to the Cross of Jesus and
crucifying it with Christ, with the result that He may raise up His life in us by His Spirit!
2. The external battlefront: The World System! John wants his readers then and now to know
the truth about what lies behind what we see all around us in the world system of lies, deceit, and
enticements to live in ways that are the exact opposite of Biblical values and worldview. “We
know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”The world
system exists in the enemy’s arsenal to play to our fleshly nature. The only way to righteously
deal with the world is to put it to death with Jesus at the Cross!
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3. The external battlefront: Satan! John refers to Satan in this text as “The evil one.” Jesus our
Redeemer referred to Satan as: The prince of this world system. Satan is the author behind all of
the enticements to the flesh and the value system of the world that prizes lies, deceit, enticements
to sin, and evil values that seek to turn people away from God the Father, the Son, the Spirit!
The Savior Jesus Christ is our Good Shepherd who holds on to you and me! “We know that
everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God
protects him, and evil one does not touch him.”
Listen to these wonderful words of Jesus as we read them from John 10:27 – 30: “My sheep hear
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father
are one.”
The burden on my heart is to implore you to draw near to Jesus faithfully, regularly get in the
very presence of Jesus in your own private time with Him in the Scriptures and in prayer. Don’t
miss taking the opportunity to get into the very presence of God and have His hands on
you, in you, and all around your life as you live each day here on earth!
IV. Keep Yourselves from Idolatry:
I John 5:21 “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.”
John has been saying the Lord Jesus holds us, guards us, watches over us, and keeps us close to
His heart as we seek to draw near to Him. But that does not absolve you and me from the
responsibility to keep ourselves free from the things that will keep us away from loving and
serving Jesus with our whole heart, soul, mind, will, and strength. John says we are responsible
to in the Greek language; the verb is phulassin, “to Guard and keep Watch over ourselves too!”
For this concept of Jesus and you and me working together to keep us close to His heart and full
of His presence see what the Lord’s brother writes in Jude 21 and 24 with as we read them:
“Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to
eternal life.” And “Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy.”
The culture to which John wrote from the city of Ephesus in present-day Turkey was completely
full of idols, idolatrous temples, and idol worshipers. We may look at this and say to ourselves:
“Well that was then. We don’t have idols here in the United States today.” O really? The
definition of an idol is anything that people look to is anything that takes the place of trusting in
and seeking God personally!
In our nation we worship things that aren’t statues in temples but are just as idolatrous. We
worship money, security, sports figures, teams, entertainment; and government programs and
leaders are the answer to all of life’s issues! Every one of those things is as much of an idol as
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the statues of the goddess Diana were in the first century in Ephesus, Turkey! We just call them
other things so it doesn’t sound so bad. But it’s getting more and more blatant isn’t it? Brothers
and sisters; “keep yourselves from trusting in anything that turns your trust away from Jesus!”

October 31, 2021
“THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN TO THE CHURCH:
20. “John’s Concluding Exhortations!”
I John 5:16 – 21
Introduction:
We are in a study of the letter of I John to the churches of Asia Minor, written about AD 100 as John neared
the end of his life on earth.
He wrote this letter to P___________ the remaining F________ from the teachings of the heretics.
John writes about three themes every Jesus-loving pastor longs to see in the lives of the people they love:
J____, H____________, and A_____________!
The problems John addressed in this letter are so important to us today!
John confronted the issue of S____________ C_________________ as people knew truth but didn’t have
burning hearts of love for God and others!
John proclaimed the C______ to be H______. The Greek word means “consecrated, set apart for sacred use,
utterly different than the world.”
John wrote the letter to give the people in his churches the truth about who Jesus is and what He came into the
world to do to redeem us all!
John gives us three tests of our spiritual adoption over and over in the letter: B_______________, L________,
and O________________ to God’s will.
As we seek the Lord in deep prayer conversations, we get two wonderful promises: #1 we know He H_______
U___ when we pray. #2 we know we have R______________ His A______________.
I. Pray for a Believer who has Fallen into Sin: I John 5:16a
When we see someone, we love fall into sin we should feel deep G________ S_____________, and our first
response should be I___________________!
Because the Holy Spirit lives in that person when we pray earnestly for them, we are joining the Holy Spirit in
His work in them!
The second response should be to move into the role of being one who seeks to be a R_______________ of his
or her S________ Galatians 6:1, 2
Two Scriptures come to mind about the Law of Christ Jesus, written in our hearts: Matthew 7:12 and
Matthew 22:34 – 40
II. The reality of the Unpardonable Sin: I John 5:16b, 17
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John reminds the readers that there is such a thing as a S___ that L______ to D_________. Jesus called it
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit in Matthew 12:31, 32 and Mark 3:28 – 30
In these texts Jesus taught about the S___ of B_____________ against the Holy Spirit, He was speaking about
religious leaders, people who knew who the Holy Spirit is!
Paul wrote to his son in the faith Timothy about false teachers who had crossed this line: I Timothy 4:1 – 3
A word of caution to the soft in heart. If you feel guilty as though you committed this sin, you didn’t!
III. A Mighty enemy But a Mightier Good Shepherd: I John 5:18 – 20
John reminds the readers of assurance of salvation #3: The deep desire to stop living in habitual sinning. I
John 1 and fleshed out more completely in I John 3:4 – 10. Specifically verses 8, 9 …
John reminds the readers of the wiles of the devil, temptations, deceit, lies that are designed to get you and me
to inch away from following Jesus more and more intimately.
He reminds us we face a battlefield on three battlefronts:
1. The internal enemy: The F_________ N____________
2. The external enemy: The W________ S____________
3. The external enemy: S________
In the face of these three battlefronts, I have a Savior, my G______ S________________ who seeks for me,
holds on to me, protects me! John 10:27 – 30
IV. Keep Yourselves from Idols: I John5:21
John has been saying Jesus holds on to you and me, but that does not absolve us from the responsibility we
have to phulassin: “G_________, keep W_________ over our own souls!”
Jude talks about being guarded and guarding in Jude 21 and 24
Concluding Thoughts:
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. What is John confronting in this letter as he seeks to protect his flock from heresies? Why is it important
for us to know these truths today?

2. John gives us the truth that we have received eternal life right now. Do you think most Christians live
like we believe that to be true?

3. John writes about two promises regarding our praying prayers of agreement in the will of God. What
are they? Why are they important for us to know?

4. What should we be feeling when we see someone we love as a believer falling into sin? What should be
our first response?

5. What does it mean to you that the Lord wants you to be a restorer of the souls of other people? How can
you do that with Him?

6. What is the unpardonable sin? If we feel like we have committed that sin, have we?

7. What are the three battlefronts that every believer in Jesus has to face on a daily basis?

8. What is idolatry today? What are we called to do about personal idols we face today?

9. Read together aloud Acts 5:1 – 11 and discuss insights you have regarding why Ananias and Sapphira
died. What was their sin?

10. Read together aloud I Timothy 4:1 – 16 and discuss insights you have regarding what Paul counseled
his son Timothy to do at Ephesus.

11. Do you know for certain, with confident assurance, that you have been invaded by the Spirit of God?
What is your regular practice you do to engage your heart, soul, mind, and will with Jesus?
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