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THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN TO THE CHURCH:
11. “Assurance of Our Salvation #3!”
I John 3:4 – 10
Introduction:
We are engaged in a study of the incredible letter John the Apostle, wrote to the churches of Asia
Minor where he was living as an Overseer of a number of churches he dearly loved. When we
read this letter, we can feel John’s love for the believers and deep desire to protect the flock of
God from the awful things that were taking place around and in the churches he loved so much!
When this letter was written between AD 100 and 102, John was nearing the end of his life on
earth and he was struggling with his legacy, because the false teachers who opposed his
leadership had taken nearly half the church members with them and started new churches based
on heresies and falsehoods! He is wondering if his work will last at all!
He wrote to leave behind a clear, well thought out word about what is really important to
believe about Walking with Jesus and Living the Christian life. This letter is actually one
long message he wrote because his heart was deeply troubled and he was moved by love to try to
make the remaining sheep in the fold of God aware of the lies that were circulating! The letter is
written to clearly explain who Jesus is and what He came into the world to do for us all!
John wrote with a heart of a sincere pastor who was moved with intense love and passion to
Protect the remaining Flock from the heresies. John’s first concern is not to refute the false
teachers. His first concern is pastoral! He defines his purpose clearly in the body of this
wonderful letter. He says he is writing to his dear little children “that your joy may be full,” that
you do not live a life characterized by sin,” and “that you may know with absolute assurance that
you are saved in Jesus Christ!”
Listen to his words as he writes to his dearly loved little children in the family of God that was
still together after the ugly split! Joy, Holiness, and Assurance are what every pastor who has
any character and truth about him or her deeply desires for the people who are part of their local
fellowship of believers! This letter is a masterpiece in the art of edification of believers!
I John 1:4 “We are writing these things so that our joy will be complete.”
I John 2:1 “My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if you do sin,
there is someone to plead for you before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who pleases God
completely.”
I John 5:13 “I write this to you who believe in the Son of God, so that you may know that you
have eternal life.”
It is easy for us to idealize the early church and think what they walked in was different than
today. But the truth is this letter tells us they faced issues very similar to what we face today!

The First Issue was Spiritual Complacency: There were people in the church who did not have
the fire of the love of God burning in their hearts. There was a sense of doing church because it
is what we have always done, but passionate worship, heartfelt prayer, devotion to do the hard
work of praying and evangelism. Not so much!
The Second Issue was the Call to Be Holy: Another central theme of the entire New Testament
era in the Church of Jesus was the calling of the Lord to walk in purity, holiness of character and
conduct. The word in the Greek language hagios, means “consecrated, set apart, holy,
utterly different than.” The Christian life caused the believers to be very different from the
world system they lived in, and there were people who didn’t like or want to be different from
the world. They wanted to live like everyone else while claiming to know and walk with Jesus!
The Third Issue was the Threat of Seduction: The peril addressed in this letter arises from
within it; not from persecution but seduction, that is to believe things about the Christian life that
were simply not true! Jesus had warned His followers, Matthew 24:11 “And many false prophets
will appear and lead many people astray.” That is exactly what was happening as John writes
this plea to his flock, to spare them from those who would destroy their loving fellowship!
The Fourth Issue was from those who Thought they were Improving the Church: The threat
John is writing to did not come from people who were trying to destroy the church. It came from
people who were convinced they were actually improving the church by making it more
intellectually compatible with their contemporary worldviews and values! They knew the
intellectual currents of the day and they were trying to bring the church into alignment with
secular philosophy and contemporary thought! What a word to the church in North America
today, as we see people trying to improve the Gospel by making it more worldly!
The Fifth Issue John is addressing is; in a world where truth was up for grabs, truth was
subjective, the lines of what was true were not clear anymore, truth was somewhere in the
gray areas, John writes Truth is Specific and Knowable! It is knowable because Jesus Christ
is the Way and the Truth and the Life and He is the only one who can bring us into relationship
with the Father!
John emphasizes the truth that every Gospel presentation that has the anointing of Heaven
in it begins with the one speaking having an Encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ that has
radically changed the heart, soul, and mind of the believer. The Gospel message originates in
Heaven in the heart of God and is imparted to the followers of Jesus one heart at a time!
John says, I have encountered Jesus, gazed on Him, and this message is the result of that
encounter! In this study of this wonderful letter, we are seeing just how clearly this letter speaks
to the followers of Jesus here in North America so profoundly that He has chosen to have us
study this work together, before we study any other work in Scripture!
I. Assurances of Our Salvation: Obedience and God’s Word Alive In Us!
I John 2:3 – 6 “And how can we be sure that we belong to him? By obeying his commandments.
If someone says, ‘I belong to God,’ but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that person is a liar

and does not live in the truth. But those who obey God’s word really do love him. That is the
way to know whether or not we live in him. Those who say they live in God should live their
lives as Christ did.”
John begins his work of assurance of salvation #1, by telling his readers the real test of whether
or not we know the Lord God, is whether or not the Truth of God informs our Words we speak
and our Actions confirm our words! It is not the person who claims to know the Lord God who
actually knows him, like the Gnostics taught with their special revelation, but the person whose
life is characterized by being conformed to the image of Christ as we are transformed by the
indwelling Holy Spirit!
 “And how can we be sure that we belong to him? By obeying his commandments.”
 “But those who obey God’s word really do love him. That is the way to know whether or
not we live in him. Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Christ did.”
The first way to know for certain that we are saved, that we have in fact been Invaded by the
Life of Jesus by His indwelling Spirit, is when we can see the Fruit of His presence in our own
lives and the people with whom we relate can see Him too! Remember in the very first message
of the series we noted the truth I John is written to defend and serves as a protection for the
believers against the heresies of the Gnostics: Character and Conduct matter to Jesus!
John writes the first way to know for certain that we are saved is that the Holy Spirit of God
comes to live in our lives and Gives us an Appetite for the Word of God. There is a word John
quotes Jesus as having said in John 6:63 that is just alive with meaning for the person who has
come to know Jesus as Savior and Lord. “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The
words I speak to you are spirit and they are life.”
John is telling his readers their desire to know the Word of the Lord is birthed in them by the
Holy Spirit. He will tell them later in this chapter about the anointing of the Holy Spirit to know
the truth, and that we don’t need human teachers to teach us every little thing about walking with
Jesus and living the Christian life. The Holy Spirit as our inner Counselor and Teacher is the One
who, John 16:13, 14: “will guide you into all truth. He will not be presenting His own ideas; he
will be telling you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. He will bring glory to me
by revealing to you whatever he receives from me.”
John invites his readers to grasp a process the Holy Spirit will lead and guide, tend to in all of the
believers who have come to know Jesus personally. John says the Holy Spirit will Move us to
Desire to know the Word of the Lord revealed in Scripture. He says the Holy Spirit will
illuminate it to us, Anoint it to us, make it spring to life in our hearts, souls, and minds. He says
the Holy Spirit will also enable us to Apply the Word of God to our lifestyle, our choices, and
relationships!
I John 2:20, 21 “But you are not like that, for the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and all of you
know the truth. So, I am writing to you not because you don’t know the truth but because you
know the difference between truth and falsehood.”

In verse 19 John says these false teachers and heresy peddlers went out from among us and their
going out from us proved that they weren’t really sons and daughters of God the Father in Christ
Jesus our Lord. If they had been truly born of God in spirit, they would not have turned on Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior, thus turning away from their ability to walk through life in
fellowship with the Father God too!
The truth this text points out is we can be a part of the church, fellowship with people, and enjoy
the benefits of being part of this family without being truly Born of God’s Spirit, Washed in the
precious blood of Jesus, our sins Taken Away in His death, and His Life dwelling in us by His
Spirit, making us children of the Father God! We can be in the church but not truly a part of the
church by experience! External membership in the church is no guarantee of inward life change!
John’s words in verse 20 are so crisp and clear, that the assurance of salvation is the holy
Anointing to Know the Truth of the Word of God personally and deeply, made alive in us by
the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit! John calls His work in making the Word of God
alive in us “the anointing,” the Greek word is chrisma, which is the same root word as Christ!
The word refers to an action taken that is by the Holy Spirit invading a life, often symbolized the
pouring of oil on the head!
II. Christians Habitually Sinning is a Contradiction in Terms!
I John 3:4 – 6 “Those who sin are opposed to the law of God, for all sin opposes the law of God.
And you know that Jesus came to take away our sins, for there is no sin in him. So, if we continue
to live in him, we won’t sin either. But those who keep on sinning have never known him or
understood who he is.”
John takes on glaring errors the Gnostic false teachers had taught and people in the churches
John loved and established believed. Their error is there were people who claimed such a special
experience with God that they no longer had any sin. Their bodies were evil and sin resided in
their bodies, but their spirit had no sin, could not sin. John writes in direct confrontation of that
falsehood: “If we say we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and refusing to accept the
truth.” And, “If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his
word has no place in our hearts.”
What this boils down to is the age-old tactic of Blaming Our choice to Sin on something or
someone else, just like Adam and Eve did in the Garden after they ate the forbidden fruit. They
refused to take personal responsibility for what they had done wrong. Adam blamed Eve. Eve
blamed the serpent! What an incredible word to our contemporary culture today! We blame sins
on our parents, our family of origin, our spouse, our environment, our temperament, or someone
else led us astray and therefore that person is responsible for my bad choices!
My culture here in North America has lost all sense of Truth and Accountability for our
own actions. We are a society that has very few people in it by percentage who take personal
responsibility for our actions, for our bad choices, or for our failures. This unwillingness to take
responsibility for our lives was created by the world system we live in, which is a composite of
the wiles of our enemy Satan and the evils in the hearts of humankind, to make it a lot harder for
people to come into a right relationship with God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

John’s point is so crystal-clear to his readers: When a person sins, excuses and self-justification
are completely irrelevant. They simply permit the sin to stay in the heart and life of the guilty
person! John calls these people’s thought processes into question. He says when we say we are
walking in the Christian life, we are not in any way, shape, or form superior to the moral laws of
God. Progression in the Christian life does not confer the privilege of sin. It draws us
repeatedly to the Cross of Jesus and Deliverance from Habitual Sinning!
John tells us what sin is: The habit of doing what breaks God’s law, transgressing our own
convictions. He tells us what sin is: It is the result of failure to abide in Jesus Christ. If we remain
in Him and He lives in us we will not embrace the desire to go on sinning. John tells us who the
author of sin is: The devil who has been sinning from the beginning of time.
But John doesn’t stop with telling us those truths. He goes on to say the only thing that will
address the sin is humble, honest, broken and contrite Confession to God, and asking the Spirit
of Jesus to Cleanse my heart of all of my unrighteousness! The beginning point of the
experience of salvation, knowing the joy of sins forgiven is to own the sin, confess it, and repent
of it and go to the Cross of Jesus and be Delivered from Sin’s Power to Enslave us to doing
things we don’t want to do!
III. Third Assurance of Salvation: The Desire to Stop Sinning!
I John 3:7 – 10 NIV UK “Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of the devil,
because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was
to destroy the devil’s work. No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed
remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. This is how we
know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: anyone who does not do
what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.”
In the New Testament the Lord Jesus reveals Himself as everything we need in order to have the
gift of eternal life. He is the Sacrificial Lamb of God who has taken away our sin, guilt and
shame. He is the life-giving Holy Spirit who lives in our hearts. He is the Seed of Life, He is the
planting of God in our hearts, the Vine in whom we dwell and grow. As we meet Him in
salvation, we give Him our hearts as soil for the seed to grow in and He plants Himself in us.
John 15:1 – 8 (selected) “I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener . . . Remain in me
and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither
can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man
remains in me and I in him he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing . . . If you
remain in me and my words remain in you ask whatever you wish and it will be given you. This is
my Father’s glory that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”
Scripture teaches us we actually become recipients of His life living in our hearts. Jesus as the
seed had to be placed in the ground, His body had to die to produce the fruit of many seeds.
When Jesus rose from the dead victorious over sin, death, and Hell, He was the first of many
God-given Seeds of Divine Life planted in human hearts. Jesus is the living seed of God,
which He plants in us as we respond by faith.

John writes about how His life is formed in us. It is an act of God, by the principles of God’s
creation: John 12:24 “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies it
remains only a single seed. But if it dies it produces many seeds.”
Peter writes in I Peter 1:23 NIV UK: “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the
truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. For
you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and
enduring word of God.”
Jesus our precious Lord was the seed of the Father who went to the cross and died, fell into the
ground and rose again to create a new life to millions of people who will come to the cross and
find life through His death and resurrection. If we hold on to this life and try to walk with Him it
brings death, if we follow Him in death at the cross to sin, self, flesh we find Abundant Life
through His life living in us! There are two choices to make as God’s own son or daughter: I
die to my fleshly ways every day and I embrace His life living in my heart every day!
Luke 9:23 “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and
follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will
save it.”
Listen to Paul’s clear description of how we may live a godly life, in practical terms. He writes in
Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself up for
me.” Paul no longer lives in control but Christ lives in him, it’s by faith in his heart! It’s not
Paul: it’s Jesus in Paul!
I love what John writes to his disciples about the issue of living in sin, in I John 3:8 – 10 NIV
UK: “He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. No one who is
born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning,
because he has been born of God. This is how we know who the children of God are and who
the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is
anyone who does not love his brother.”
Listen carefully to what the dear brother writes to your heart. Where the Seed of Jesus’ Life
lives in the human heart and soul, the person will not go on continuing to willfully live a life
of sin! The word used for sin in this text is the word for “continuously sinning, willfully
sinning.” Where Jesus lives in a life by His Spirit, He produces the desire to stop habitually
sinning, grieving God’s heart, breaking our own heart and the hearts of those who love us!
The seed of Jesus’ life in us motivates us to love God and love people passionately. The love we
feel and share with others is the “holy, self-emptying, other-oriented love of God!” When we
love God and love people with this kind of love, we fill up all of the Law’s legal requirements.
Paul writes in Romans 13:10 “Love does not harm to its neighbor therefore love is the fulfillment
of the Law!”

THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN TO THE CHURCH:
11. “Assurance of Salvation #3!”
I John 3:4 – 10
Introduction:

We are in a study of the letter of I John, written about AD 100 as John was nearing death and
wanted to leave behind a detailed message about what we really believe about W__________ with
Jesus and L_________ the Christian life.

John wrote this letter with the heart of a sincere pastor who is attempting to P____________ the
remaining F_______ from heresies and deception!

John wrote to the people who remained after the split about J___, H____________, and
A_______________; three things on the heart of every sincere pastor or teacher of the Word! I John
1:4; 2:1; 5:13

The problems John addressed in this letter are so relevant to us today!

The first issue the letter addresses is the issue of S____________ C_________________ as people
went through the motions and knew truth but did not have burning hearts of love for God and
others!

The second issue is the C______ to be H______. The Greek word holy is hagios, meaning
“consecrated, set apart, utterly different than the world.”

The third issue was the threat of S_______________. The issue was persecution from without but
seduction from falsehood from within!

The fourth issue was from those who thought they were I_____________ the C__________ by
making it compatible with thinking of the day!

The fifth issue was in a world where truth was up for grabs, truth was subjective to each person’s
experience with Christ, truth was found in the gray areas, John writes truth is S__________ and
K______________!

John believes every true message begins with the speaker’s E_______________ with the Lord Jesus
that radically changed him or her!

I. Assurances of Salvation: Obedience and the Word Made Alive in Me!

The first proof of our salvation is having been invaded by the life of the Spirit of God is, when we
can see the F________ of His presence as He lives in us shaping our C_______________ and
C____________!

John says the Holy Spirit will living in us G_________ us an A______________ for the Word of
God, John 6:63.
John says the Holy Spirit will move us to D____________ to know the Word of the Lord, He will
A____________ it and make it alive in us so we can obey it.

John’s words in verse 20 are clear; the second assurance of salvation is the holy anointing of the
Spirit to K________ the T_________ of God’s Word! The Scriptures teach us Jesus was anointed by
the Spirit to know and speak the truth, Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38

II. Christians Habitually Sinning is a Contradiction in Terms: I John 3:4 – 6

The false teachers claimed to have such a special revelation of God; they no longer sinned. Sin only
resided in their body while their spirit was holy!

What this boils down to is the age-old tactic of B____________ our sinful or bad C_____________
on something or someone else! In our culture we have lost all sense of T_________ and
A__________________ for our actions.

When we are truly walking in the Christian life, it does not confer on us the privilege of sinning! He
draws us to the Cross of Jesus and D________________ from H________________ sinning!

John takes us to the Cross of Jesus, to C_________________ and C___________ of our sins,
delivered from sin’s P__________ to E____________ us any longer!

III. Third Assurance – The Desire to Stop Sinning: I John 3:7 – 10 NIV UK

In the New Testament Jesus reveals Himself to us as the source of real life, of everything we need to
live for Him. He is the S______ of divine L______ in us; He is the planting of God in us, the true
V_______ … John 15:1 – 8 (selected)

When Jesus died for us and rose from the grave, He brought with Him seeds of divine life for each
one of us, which He P___________ in us when we were S_________! See John 12:24 and I Peter
1:23 NIV UK

If we hold on to this life, we lose our life from heaven. But if we die with Jesus to this life, to sin,
self-interest, to the things of this world we are given the gift of His A__________________ life, living
in us right now! Luke 9:23, Galatians 2:20
I John 3:8 – 10 NIV UK

The truth is clear: Where Jesus has planted the seed of divine life in simple and ordinary human
hearts, that person will not choose C_________________ and W______________ choose to live a life
of S______________!

The seed of divine life from Jesus living in simple people like us motivates us to deeply love God and
one another, with His gift of holy, self-emptying, other-oriented love! Romans 13:10

Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. What issues prompt John to write to his followers about their need to walk with Jesus and live the Christian life
together?

2. John wrote about three main themes in his letter: what are they and why are they important for the followers of
Jesus today?

3. John wrote about five issues that were plaguing his churches. Are there any of the five issues that stand out to you
that you see in the believers’ lives in our culture today? Why?

4. As you think about the Christians you know and interact with, do you think most people know about the first two
assurances of our salvation: Obedience and the Word of God made alive to us? Why? Why not?

5. John confronted the false teachers blaming their bodies for their sins, refusing to acknowledge sin. How relevant
are his words to our culture today? Why?

6. Why are the terms “Christian” and “Willful, Habitual Sinning” contradictions in terms?

7. When we were saved the Bible teaches us the Lord Jesus planted the seed of His divine life in our spiritual being.
Do you think most Christians today know this beautiful truth, the seed of His life living in me? Why? Why Not?

8. Read together aloud Colossians 3:1 - 17 and discuss insights you have about the Spirit of Jesus creating in us a heart
that is set on things in Heaven.

9. Read together aloud I Peter 1:13 - 23 and discuss insights you have regarding what Peter teaches us about personal
holiness in character and conduct.

10. Do you know you have been given the inner assurance of victory over sin, salvation in Jesus? How have you
personally seen the Holy Spirit work in your heart and life to desire to be made more pure in heart and soul?

