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THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN TO THE CHURCH:
9. “The Believer’s Daily Walk with the Spirit of Jesus!”
I John 2:24 – 29
Introduction:
We are engaged in a study of the incredible letter John the Apostle, wrote to the churches of Asia
Minor where he was living as an Overseer of a number of churches he dearly loved. When we
read this letter, we can feel John’s love for the believers and deep desire to protect the flock of
God from the awful things that were taking place around and, in the churches, he loved so much!
When this letter was written between AD 100 and 102, John was nearing the end of his life on
earth and he was struggling with his legacy, because the false teachers who opposed his
leadership had taken nearly half the church members with them and started new churches based
on heresies and falsehoods! He is wondering if his work will last at all!
He wrote to leave behind him a clear well thought out word about what is really important
to believe about Walking with Jesus and Living the Christian life. This letter is actually one
passionate plea John wrote because his heart was deeply troubled and he was moved by love to
try to protect the remaining sheep in the fold of God! The letter is written to clearly explain who
Jesus is and what He came into the world to do for us all!
The opponents he writes about in the letter were former leaders who turned on him, claimed they
had superior knowledge to John, and called into question his Authority to Lead the church or
speak about Jesus Christ! These leaders had left, took many members with them, and were still
trying to influence members to leave John and join them!
John wrote this letter with a heart of a sincere pastor who was moved with intense love and
passion to Protect the remaining Flock from the heresies. John’s first concern is not to refute
the false teachers who had split from the church and took nearly half of the church members with
them. His first concern is pastoral! He is writing from the heart of a pastor, overseer who loved
his people deeply!
Listen to his words as he writes to his dearly loved little children in the family of God that was
still together after the ugly split! Joy, Holiness, and Assurance are what every pastor who has
any character and truth about him or her deeply desires for the people who are part of their local
fellowship of believers! This letter is a masterpiece in the art of edification of believers!
I John 1:4 “We are writing these things so that our joy will be complete.”
I John 2:1 “My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if you do sin,
there is someone to plead for you before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who pleases God
completely.”
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I John 5:13 “I write this to you who believe in the Son of God, so that you may know that you
have eternal life.”
In the text we are going to study this morning we are going to see John write to his followers
who had remained with him in the churches he helped to found. We’ll see John plead with his
readers to walk in the anointing of the Holy Spirit, who will make God’s Word alive in the
hearts, souls, minds, and wills of simple and ordinary people like you and me!
John is writing to show them just how evil the teaching of the false teachers was as they sought
to lead the genuine believers astray from knowing Jesus personally. Let’s remember some things
about the beliefs of Cerinthus, one of the major teachers of this falsehood, and the false teachers
called Gnostics who had aligned themselves with Cerinthus. These false teachers opposed John
and those who taught Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that the incarnation of Jesus Christ is
central to the story of redemption we have, the joy of sins forgiven, the restoration of our
relationship with the Father God!
John has witnessed personally what these false teachers were able to do in turning people away
from the faith and getting people to believe lies! He minces no words in telling his churches
what he thought of these leaders who claimed to have a “special anointing from God,” a
superior wisdom and knowledge than John and the other Apostles had and taught for
years.
I John 4:1 “Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must
test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the
world.”
They denied the Incarnation event of Jesus, claiming that Jesus was merely a Human who
Seemed to be the Christ. They denied that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, the Christ, the
Son of God become a human being. Cerinthus and his movement denied the Virgin Birth and
incarnation of Jesus the Son of God. Cerinthus taught the body was evil so Jesus merely seemed
to be the Messiah because the Christ could never have inhabited an evil physical body. The only
part of our human existence that was good was our spirit-being. So, the Christ spirit could not
have inhabited Jesus’ body permanently!
They took parts of the Gospel John wrote 5 to 7 years earlier and altered the meaning of
specific verses of Scripture by putting their own spin on the words John wrote about Jesus!
Cerinthus and his fellow heretical leaders took advantage of the fact that the content of the
Gospel of John is very different from the content of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. They twisted
John’s words quoting Jesus to make it come into alignment with their heresies!
The Gospel of John described the role and ministry of the Holy Spirit in detail. The Gospel of
John says the Holy Spirit will come to live in our lives, will empower us to live, and will speak
into our lives. In John’s Gospel he is called “The Spirit of Truth.” Here are two examples of
how they changed the meaning of the Gospel of John:
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Cerinthus and his followers believed the material world was sinful and evil, so they zeroed in on
Jesus’ words in John 15:18, 19 “When the world hates you, remember it hated me before it
hated you. The world would love you if you belonged to it, but you don’t. I chose you to come out
of the world, and so it hates you.” They taught their followers if you have this special revelation
of Jesus and are enlightened by the Holy Spirit you will hate those who are in the world, holding
people in contempt who don’t see truth like you do! That freed these evil men and their followers
to hate the believers who knew and loved Jesus!
Cerinthus and his followers believed they had special revelation from Jesus, so they zeroed in
on John 16:12 – 14 “Oh, there is so much more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now.
When the Spirit of Truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not be presenting his
own idea; he will be telling you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. He will
bring glory to me by revealing to you whatever he receives from me.” Cerinthus and his heretics
taught their followers Jesus was still speaking by the Spirit to them, that their words were divine
revelation, and should be followed because it was new enlightened revelation from God!
For John and those who seek to enable their followers to know the truth as it is in Jesus, there are
two clear things he points his readers to in this paragraph, that are just as true and just as sound
for us today as they were in the first century when the heretics were seeking to lead people
astray!
The first thing is John appeals to the indwelling witness of the Holy Spirit who makes the truth
alive for all of the believers, whose heart and mind living in us witnesses to the truth we hear
from genuine teachers, who speak to us in love!
The second thing is the holy Scriptures are the standard of truth, how we see and discern truth
from falsehood, is by knowing the genuine truth of God: “That which you have heard from the
beginning, from me and the other apostles.”
I. The Anointing to Know the Truth:
John will not accept the version of Christianity Cerinthus and his followers had received and
taught. John’s counter argument is straightforward and calls out the heretics! John says
here is the truth that radically transforms the human heart. John says the second clear
assurance of salvation is: The Anointing to Know the Truth:
I John 2:20, 21 “But you are not like that, for the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and all of you
know the truth. So I am writing to you not because you don’t know the truth but because you
know the difference between truth and falsehood.”
In verse 19 John says these false teachers and hereetics went out from among us. If they had
been truly born of God in spirit, they would not have turned on Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,
thus turning away from their ability to walk through life in fellowship with the Father God too!
The truth this text points out is we can be a part of the church, fellowship with people, and enjoy
the benefits of being part of this family without being truly Born of God’s Spirit, Washed in the
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precious blood of Jesus, our sins Taken Away in His death, and His Life dwelling in us by His
Spirit, making us children of the Father God! We can be in the church but not truly a part of the
church by experience! External membership in the church is no guarantee of inward life change!
John’s words in verse 20 are so crisp and clear, that the assurance of salvation is the holy
Anointing to Know the Truth of the Word of God personally and deeply, made alive in us by
the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit! John calls His work in making the Word of God
alive in us “the anointing.”
The Greek word is chrisma, which is the same root word as Christ, and it means to rub oil on or
in, to smear or pour with oil! The word refers to an action taken that is by the Holy Spirit being
poured out into and invading a life, often symbolized the pouring of oil on the head! The
anointing of the Holy Spirit is clear here: To know and live in the truth of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
The Scriptures teach Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit and went around doing the
works of God helping others, teaching the truth of the Kingdom of God, and revealing the
heart of the Father God to all who would hear Him!
Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon me for he has anointed me to preach the
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim the captives will be released, the blind will
see, and the downtrodden will be freed from their oppressors.”
Acts 10:38 “And no doubt you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
Devil, for God was with him.”
John says in the face of the antichrist’s teachings, the children of God are anointed to know the
truth of God in the same way Jesus was anointed: By the indwelling Holy Spirit who makes
Truth spring to Life in the human heart, soul, and mind!
John wants the true believers to know and understand the truth that in matters of faith the
humblest Christian need have no fear of inferiority from the most learned scholars in the ways
the values of this world system! The anointing of the Spirit teaches the believers the truth!
John is reminding his readers that their greatest defense against the heresies and falsehoods
taught by Cerinthus and his heretical teachers is to know the truth of the genuine Gospel they
have heard in Jesus. We don’t need to know new light, new truth. What we need to know and
understand is that the true child of God, the saved and the redeemed the assurance of that
experience is we Know the Truth and it is Alive in our heart, soul, mind, and spirit!
II. Remaining in Fellowship with the Father and the Son:
I John 2:24, 25 “So you must remain faithful to what you have been taught from the beginning. If
you do, you will continue to live in fellowship with the Son and with the Father. And in this
fellowship we enjoy the eternal life he promised us.”
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I John 2:28, 29 “And now dear children, continue to live in fellowship with Christ so that when
he returns, you will be full of courage and not shrink back from him in shame. Since we know
that all who do what is right are his children.”
John takes his readers deeper into the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ for each and every one of
them. John says the Gospel message you have heard me speak from the beginning has been the
same message from Heaven for 70 years! The message of the Gospel Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord, the Christ who bears away our sins and cleanses us of all unrighteousness. If we Hold Fast
to that trustworthy Message of the Gospel we will continue to live in, remain in Jesus and
His Spirit will remain in us!
This concept of remaining in Jesus Christ as the only possible way to bear the fruit of a righteous
life the Spirit of Jesus will produce is consistent with all of John’s writings. In John 15:4, 5
“Remain in me and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from
the vine and you cannot be fruitful apart from me. Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches.
Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do
nothing.”
What John is seeking to get his followers to see and understand is a basic truth, one they will
need to be able to stand in the face of the falsehood taught by Cerinthus and his false teachers.
He Pleads with them to Know the Truth! In the same way that the best way to fight off the
common cold is to cultivate a healthy body that feeds on what is wholesome and promotes real
life. Even so, the best way to fight off false teachings when we hear them is to know the truth of
God’s Word, the faithful message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ handed down to us for two
thousand years.
So how do we abide in, remain in intimate and personal fellowship with Jesus Christ each day?
What does that look like pragmatically? I have some words taken right out of the paragraph we
can focus on together, as we think about what it means to remain in Jesus and Jesus to remain in
us:
“So, you must remain faithful to what you have been taught from the beginning.” The first way
to remain in fellowship with Jesus is to read, meditate on, study, and apply the Word of God to
the ways I choose to live my life.
“And now dear children, continue to live in fellowship with Christ so that when he returns, you
will be full of courage and not shrink back from him in shame.” The second way to live in
fellowship with Jesus is to speak sincerely and boldly to the Lord God in humble, honest, and
heartfelt prayer each day. When I am engaging with Jesus boldly in His presence daily in my
prayer life, I will not shrink back from bearing testimony to Jesus no matter what or whom I am
facing to the contrary!
“Since we know that all who do what is right are his children.” The third way to live in
fellowship with Jesus, is to consistently do what is right, the good and righteous thing to do in

5

the way I choose to live, how I invest my time, how I go about making a living, and how I spend
the money Jesus has entrusted to me!
III. The Anointing is for Every Believer in Jesus:
I John 2:27 “And as for you, the anointing which you received of him abides in you, and you do
not need anyone to teach you; but as his anointing teaches you concerning all things, and as that
anointing is true, and is not a lie, even as it has taught you, abide in Him.” NKJV
Remember the truth that our dear brother John the Apostle is seeking to protect his flock of
believers in Jesus from the savage lies of Cerinthus and the false teachers who are actively
seeking to lead the believers astray from their sincere and simple walk with Jesus Christ. He
bluntly lays it out for all to read: “You have all received the holy anointing of the Holy Spirit
who lives in you, and you do not need any special anointing, or special revelation that is
supposedly from Jesus but was birthed in Hell!”
The truth this passage is built on is powerful if we have eyes to see it. The anointing of God the
Holy Spirit is for All of the Believers in Jesus Christ, everyone who has been invaded by the
Holy Spirit has the anointing of Heaven dwelling in them. We do not need some special
human teacher to tell us the truth of their understanding of the Gospel message. If it requires
some special anointing that only the initiated can have, it is not the Holy Spirit’s genuine
anointing!
The truth this passage asserts is that the anointing of God dwells in the Holy Spirit of the living
God and the Spirit lives in every believer’s heart, soul, mind, will, emotions, and physical body.
When the simplest and most uneducated believers read the Word of God, the Holy Spirit can and
will make it alive with meaning for them! It is the Spirit’s role to Illuminate the Word of God
to the readers, to give holy Insight into what we are reading, and to Instruct the readers in
how to make application of the Word to their lives!
I was reading this week in the book of Acts and I saw two wonderful illustrations of this truth in
I John 2:27:
The first is the Ethiopian Eunuch who Philip ministered to on the Gaza Road, the Holy Spirit had
the eunuch prepared for what the Lord Jesus was about to do in his life as he heard the
explanations Philip gave to him. He was saved and baptized on the spot.
The second is the Roman Centurion Cornelius, to whom Peter ministered in Acts 10. The Holy
Spirit had Cornelius and his entire family and household prepared for what the Lord Jesus was
about to do in them through the testimony Peter gave to Jesus Christ. When the Holy Spirit fell
on them all, Cornelius and his entire household were saved and baptized that day!
So here are my questions about the anointing of the Spirit in your life and mine. First, how is the
anointing of the Holy Spirit at work in your life right now making the Word of God alive in you,
shaping you, and transforming you? Second, who is the Holy Spirit preparing you to speak the
anointed truth to? Who is your Ethiopian Eunuch? Who is your Cornelius?
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN TO THE CHURCH:
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9. “The Believer’s Daily Walk with the Spirit of Jesus!”
I John 2:24 – 29
Introduction:
We are in a study of the letter of I John to the churches of Asia Minor, written about AD 100 as John neared
the end of his life on earth. He wanted to leave behind a detailed message about what it means to
W____________ with Jesus and L_________ the Christian life!
John’s opponents were former leaders and church members who were now opposing him and questioning his
A_____________ to L______ the church.
He wrote this letter to P___________ the remaining F________ from the teachings of the heretics, Cerinthus
and the Gnostics. John minces no words when he writes about these false teachers. I John 4:1
John writes about three themes every Jesus-loving pastor longs to see in the lives of the people they love:
J____, H____________, and A_____________!
John writes about the heretical teachers, false teachers, and false prophets under the leadership of a man
named Cerinthus who were turning people away from the faith. He clearly states who and what they are! I
John 4:1
They denied the I________________ of Jesus coming into the human arena, that Jesus was in fact the Christ,
the Messiah of God, that He was merely a H__________ being who S_________ to be Christ.
They took parts of the Gospel of John and altered the meaning of specific texts in order to spin what John
wrote about Jesus to their own thoughts.
For example, John 15:18, 19 … John 16:12 – 14
John points to two things in the face of these heretical teachers and their teaching: First, he points to the
witness of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Second, he points to their need to know the Holy Scriptures!
I. Anointing to Know the Truth: I John 2:20, 21
John’s words in verse 20 are clear; the assurance of salvation is the holy anointing of the Spirit to K________
the T_________ of God’s Word!
John calls these false teachers heretics who went out from among us, verse 19.

John writes the false teachers left because they did not know Him. But the true child of God is B_______ of
His Spirit, W_________ in His blood and our sins are T________ A_______!
The Greek word for anointing is chrisma, an action taken by the invading Holy Spirit, symbolized by
anointing with oil. The Scriptures teach us Jesus was “anointed” by the Spirit to know and speak the truth,
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Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38
We need to know the truth, for the saved and redeemed child of God, the assurance of our salvation is we
K________ the truth A________ in us!
II. Remaining in Fellowship with the Father and Son: I John 2:24, 25 and I John 2:28, 29
If we H______ F______ to the M_____________ of the Gospel, we will remain in Jesus and He will remain in
us. The concept of remaining in Jesus is key in John’s writing: John 15:4, 5
In the face of the false teachers, John P_________ with his followers to K_________ the T__________!
How do we remain in Jesus in practical ways? Three words from the text:
“You must remain faithful to what you have been taught from the beginning.”
“Continue to live in fellowship with Christ, full of courage, boldly living for Him since we know all who do right are
God’s children.”
III. The Anointing is for Every Believer in Jesus: I John 2:27
John is seeking to protect his flock from Cerinthus and his false teachers.
The anointing of God the Holy Spirit is for A____ of the B_____________ in Christ Jesus who have been
invaded by His presence.
It is the ministry of the Holy Spirit to I________________ God’s Word, to give us holy I_____________ into
what we are reading, and to I___________ the readers in how to apply Scripture to our lives.
Two wonderful illustrations:
The Ethiopian Eunuch and the Roman Centurion Cornelius
One final question for us all to ponder…
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. Why does John write to his followers about their need to walk with Jesus and live the Christian life together?

2. John wrote about three main themes in his letter: what are they and why are they important for the followers of
Jesus today?

3. John wants his readers to know what Cerinthus and his followers were teaching that was heretical. What did they
teach and what were they trying to do?

4. John writes about the leaders who left their churches that they are totally of the lies of Satan! What is John’s second
assurance of salvation and why is it important for us to know that assurance?

5. What exactly is “The Anointing?” Why is it important for us to know what it is and that everyone who believes in
Jesus may experience it?

6. What are some practical ways we may remain in fellowship with the Father God, Jesus the Son of God, the Spirit of
God? What are some activities we may participate in that draw us deeper into the heart of God?

7. Why is it important for us to know that we are never the first person to speak a word of witness to another person?
Why is it so important that we are sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s work in another person’s heart preparing them for the
Gospel?

8. Read together aloud Colossians 1:15 – 23 and discuss insights you have about Jesus coming into the world and the
salvation we have received by faith in Him.

9. Read together aloud John 15:1 – 17 and discuss insights you have regarding what Jesus told the disciples about
remaining in Him.

10. Do you know you have been given the inner assurance of victory over sin, salvation in Jesus? How has the Holy
Spirit anointed His truth to your heart and life recently?
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