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Pastor Ken Hepner
LIVING IN THE SPIRIT:
9. “If My People”
II Chronicles 7:11 – 15
Introduction:
This morning, as we turn our attention to the Word of the Lord, we are returning to our study of a
wonderful theme of Scripture, in this series of messages. We are studying what it means to walk
through life with the Holy Spirit living in us! We are studying His powerful working in order to
see how He worked in the lives of His sons and daughters restoring the spiritual passion of their
souls!
God Delights in His people and Desires both to know us and to be intimately known by us.
The Lord encourages us to engage in days of spiritual awakening and spiritual renewal because
He wants us to know Him more deeply than we presently do. Scriptures speak of God’s heart
to Bless His people, thus making others, who see Him at work in us, desire to Know Him
too. God’s plan is to have maximum Global impact, doing evangelism through the lives of
His people, throughout the world, “that all may know!”
This series of messages was built on asking and answering well the question: How does one
become like God? How does one live a life that is increasingly Christ-like? There are two very
different ways people go about becoming like God. There are those who follow the path Jesus
marked out for us, to have fellowship with the Lord daily, to experience His life living in us by
His Spirit. And there are people who seek to strive to be more godly by human effort, with the
resulting frustration and failure!
I believe the Lord God has it in His heart to do something awesome through the Church in North
America. However, before God works through His people on the earth and sweeps into His
kingdom and His family thousands of new followers of Jesus, He first works in us, doing
cleansing and purifying works in our hearts, readying us to experience His powerful working
through us. That is why I believe the Lord has the Church in our culture walking through a
season of Spiritual Awakening.
This calling to His people is the work of His Holy Spirit, the sovereign outpouring of His
presence in His church. He does this work among us in order to fan into flame our desires for
more of God Himself to dwell in our lives.
Asking God for things, seeking Him, and knocking on the door of His will in persistent prayer is
not merely about getting something from Him. Renewal of our spiritual lives isn’t merely about
experiencing the works of God’s hands on us. We must get to the place of seeking to know Him
intimately. It isn’t merely about seeking His Blessings, His Power, or spiritual Phenomena
in our lives so that our lives will be bettered.

1

It is about being vehicles for His blessings and power to flow through us and to genuinely touch
others so that their lives will be bettered too! When we seek Him it should be about wanting
more of God Himself, His Living, Dynamic Presence, to invade us and permanently change us
as He lives in our heart and soul.
Jesus gave us a wonderful promise in Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
after righteousness for they shall be satisfied.” The provision of God the Holy Spirit is available
to all of us who are hungry and thirsty. All who deeply long to know Him more shall receive
inner satisfaction of the soul!
One of the things that really touches my heart is that God often reveals Himself in Scripture
through the metaphor of burning Fire. For example in the Old Testament Scripture accounts,
God fell on sacrifices, or at the temple in power, revealed by fire. Or in Acts chapter 2 the Holy
Spirit came to rest on each of the believers as a little column of fire. The picture symbolizes God
pours out and into His people, His Desire, Passion, and Purification!
The awesome thing is that this being who reveals Himself by fire in Scripture, comes to dwell in
each of us by His Holy Spirit, bringing with Him spiritual desire, passion and purity. The
metaphor should be obvious but let’s spell it out. In the same way it is the nature of fire to
burn, it is the nature of the Holy Spirit in our hearts to enable us to Zealously walk with
the Lord God.
I Thessalonians 5:19 Paul warns the Thessalonian believers, and you and me, “Do not put out the
Spirit’s fire.” Two men walked with the Lord Jesus on the Emmaus Road, talking over what God
spoke in Scripture. Later, after they recognized whom they had been with, their reflections of
what it was like are recorded in Luke 24:32: “Were not our hearts burning within us while He
talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
Today we look at something that is always present when God pours out His Spirit on the earth.
The Lord has made it clear that there must be a vehicle for Him to dwell in and to work in and
through. He seeks after a people who are “Wholly his that He may strengthen those whose
hearts are fully devoted to Him.” II Chronicles 16:9 When God moves dynamically on the earth
we will always find a core group of people in whom He dwells and through whom He works!
I. God’s Conditional Promise:
II Chronicles 7:14, 15 “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the
prayers offered in this place.”
As I study Scripture and the great spiritual awakenings of church history, one thing has stood out
to me. God rarely, if ever, comes in revival power into a church and through a church into a
geographic region in revival power, until He has first established a remnant or a core group of
people who are unreservedly His. These people sacrificially pay the price of prayer and desire to
see Him walk and work among people, and then He responds to their heart-cries.
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God’s starting point is never on who the enemy is or what the enemy is able to do on earth
through people! God’s starting point in spiritual awakening is always the Spiritual Condition of
His people. The conditional promise here begins, “If my people who are called by my name . . .”
God is looking for a people who are His without reserve. One of my life verses is II Chronicles
16:9b, “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts
are fully committed to him.”
The clear implication here is that God is calling out a people who make the voluntary choice of
the heart and mind to set themselves apart unto Him. These are people who will submit
themselves to Him, to see Him walk and work among them, to seek His will being fully
accomplished on the earth.
There are conditions we must meet, if we expect to walk with and work with the Lord God.
These conditions, which must be met, must be met on His terms, not ours. He is looking for
people who seek His understandings of the following, not our watered-down human versions:
Condition #1 -- Humility, is born in our hearts when we see God in His holiness and majesty.
True humility begins with vision of God in Scripture, anointed by His Spirit. It is furthermore,
seeing our need, and crying out to Him that we need Him to live in us and work on us! Humility
is to see the needs of people around us, from the perspective of His will and purposes, and to beg
God for mercy to fall upon them.
Condition #2 is the expression of true humility is deep and passionate, Heartfelt Prayer, poured
out to God, concerning what we see in ourselves and in the lives of others whom we love and
care about. The essence of heartfelt prayer is, “Oh God, I don’t want to live without your
provisions. Anything less than knowing you is just going through the motions in my own
strength, and I don’t want that at all!”
Condition #3 is Seeking His Face, which is a metaphor of spiritual intimacy with God. Isaiah,
Moses, the Lord Jesus, we are told in Scripture, had face-to-face encounters with the Lord
Jehovah. The picture here, is that of His Mercy, that is warm and loving acceptance of us
poured out on us, in “the eyes of our hearts.” A spiritual understanding of His mercy drawing us
to Himself and showing us our need in the context of His deep desire to help us to change.
Condition #4 is voluntarily Turning from our wicked ways. This is another Biblical metaphor
for deep and heartfelt Repentance of our LACK! The word repent means to turn around, or to
do a 180! The picture painted by these words is not merely a turning away from sins, or things
that we have done wrong, and asking forgiveness for things, which break our hearts. It is also a
turning toward Him, to know His provisions for our lives, which we haven’t been living in nor
taking by faith. Turning to pursue God’s ways for my life, is essentially desiring to have the
Spirit of God move me and direct me in the ways I should go.
The reason God takes the time to establish this conditional promise is that He wants us to
understand how important we are, as His sons and daughters, to His working on the earth. He
must have a physical Presence in whom He dwells and among whom He Lives and Works
on the Earth. God dwells in the people and the places on the earth where He is invited to do so.
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II. God Establishes His Core Group:
The first stage of a dynamic moving of the Spirit of God on the earth is the establishment of
God’s core group, or the remnant that is committed to Him and His will. Every church family,
every Sunday School class, every town or city, over which God the Spirit is moving or working,
needs a core group of people whose agenda is wholly to set themselves apart unto God
alone!
Small wonder, then that the enemy has very high on his priority list, attempting to make
believers feel or think our existence and our contribution to God’s work is too small or
insignificant to make a difference. Please don’t fall for that old trick! The Scriptures teach the
diametric opposite.
God begins small and builds upon what is solid in these people. Smaller groups of people, CORE
GROUPS OR REMNANTS, who are committed to God’s glory on the earth, and the
concomitant manifestation of His kingdom in the hearts of people, have increased likelihood of
experiencing two things God really loves:
Unity of purpose and passion, which is always born of vision from God’s heart. True unity
never emerges from attempting to attain unity. True unity is born from the people of God
embracing a common and God-initiated vision about what He wants to do on the earth!
Prayers of Agreement poured out to God in concerted effort, will always gain more of a hearing
than will people praying in isolation and insulation from each other. What an incredible message
to people who have walked through a year of social distancing from the COVID 19 Pandemic! It
is time to make the decision to pray in corporate prayers of agreement that we may see the hand
of God move on earth in people we love!
In Matthew 18:19, 20 Jesus gave a tremendously powerful promise about core groups: “Again, I
tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by
my Father in heaven. For where two or three of you come together in my name, there am I with
them.”
In the sixth chapter of Judges we get to meet a reluctant hero of the faith, whose name was
Gideon. An angel of the Lord came to him one day and announced that he was going to bring
about a marvelous deliverance of the Israelite nation from their bondage to Midian. God’s angel
told him, God was sending him and would defend him.
But what I want us to focus our thoughts on today, is the rather remarkable army, which Gideon
was called of God to lead. Gideon obeyed God and called out the people of Israel to go to battle
against seemingly insurmountable odds. About 32,000 men arrived the day they were called to
arms. What God did was to establish a remnant of people, wholly committed to Him, through
whom He performed a humanly impossible task! From this production of a core group of
people, we can see the clear emergence of a remnant theology.
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Notice with me three steps, or tests if you will, God walked the army through under Gideon’s
leadership:
Test #1 – Judges 7:3 God told Gideon to announce to the people that anyone who “trembles with
fear may turn and leave.” Notice that the test is “trembles with fear.” God didn’t say, “Let
everyone who is afraid go home.” They were all afraid, or at least should have been. 22,000 left
the army that day because they were people who weren’t in control of their fears, nor were they
able to rise above their fears. Only 10,000 men remained with Gideon.
Test #2 – Judges 7:5, 6 God told Gideon to bring the men to the water. Anyone, who put his face
in the water, in order to get a drink, was to go home. Anyone, who cupped water in his hands and
stayed upright to drink, lapping the water from his hands like a dog could stay with Gideon.
9,700 men lay down on their stomachs with their faces in the water. 300 men stayed upright and
lapped the water. In this second test God wanted Gideon to note people who were willing to stay
alert and watchful, while they took care of their own needs, people who stayed upright and
watched for danger, thus were not vulnerable to attack from the enemy.
Test #3 – was in regard to how the battle would be fought. Gideon was told to march the men
out in the middle of the night brandishing a trumpet in one hand, and a clay pot with a torch
inside it, in the other hand. At the sound of Gideon’s trumpet they were all to smash their clay
pots, grab the torch and shout, “A sword for the Lord and Gideon!” God came with might power
and did a great deliverance with these 300 men and a leader who followed what He wanted him
to do.
In Remnant Theology the core group of God’s men and women, must make three clear and
distinct choices of the heart, mind, and soul:
Choice #1 – is to refuse to cower or be paralyzed by our fears. We all ask “what if”
questions, and we all feel fearful at times. The people whom God uses, in core groups as
remnants, decide to rise above their fears and stay at the task at hand until God acts through
them!
Choice #2 – Though everyone else around us may follow the easiest paths to meet their own
needs, leaving themselves vulnerable to the attacks of the enemy, the members of the remnant
of God stay upright and vigilant. Even when it is difficult to do so, they stay watchful, alert,
and sound a clear warning when they see things that break God’s heart.
Isaiah 62:6, 7 “I have posted watchmen on your walls O Jerusalem; they will never be silent day
or night. You who call on the Lord, give yourselves no rest, and give him no rest, till he
establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth.”
Choice #3 – To stay at what God has called us to do, no matter what, and no matter how
long it takes!
III. What God Delights to See In Us:
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In the conditional promise we saw earlier God is speaking to His people’s future through His
man Solomon. This is some thirteen years after the dedication of the temple of the Lord, and it
calls to Solomon’s mind the powerful way the fire of God fell on the gathering at the dedication
service, see II Chronicles 7:1 – 3. God says, “If my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and
my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.”
--God delights to walk in the midst and do His work in people who choose to be
repentant, to humble themselves, pray, and seek His face.
In the second Scripture passage, Judges 7: 16, 19, 20, we read about how God delighted in
Gideon and his army’s response to His calling. “Dividing the men into three companies, he
placed trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. Gideon and the
hundred men with him reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just
after they had changed the guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their
hands. The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the troches in
their left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, ‘A
sword for the Lord and Gideon!’”
What a way to fight a battle against tens of thousands of fully armed soldiers. Yet here we see
God doing a mighty deliverance, a holy interference on the earth with three hundred men, whom
followed His will, answering His call to be His remnant of deliverance.
The third Scripture text is the one that really stirs my heart. Because the bottom line is this: in the
New Testament era, the temple is the physical body of every son or daughter of God. The fire of
God is a metaphor for the Holy Spirit’s passion and purifying work. II Corinthians 4:7 “But we
have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all surpassing power is from God and not from
us.”
We are called to be broken, simple Clay Pots with the Fire of God in them. We have a
simple responsibility in the process of God’s powerful intervention in the affairs of humanity on
the earth. We can choose to be simple human vessels of clay in whom dwells the fire of God.
Conclusion:
The Spirit filled life is a life of deep Passion to know the Lord more deeply.
The Spirit filled life is a life of Purpose to know Jesus and the power of His resurrection life
living in me.
The Spirit filled life is a life of personal Purity, being made holy unto God, set apart for
sacred use and cleansed from the heart.
The Spirit filled life is a life of Power to present an experience with the Lord Jesus to the
world.
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March 21, 2021
“LIVING IN THE SPIRIT:”
9. “If My People”
II Chronicles 7:11 – 15
Introduction:
The series is about W__________ through life I__ S_______ with the Spirit.
The Lord God D___________ in His people and D________ to know us and to be
intimately known by us! He desires for us to walk through days of spiritual awakening and
renewal that we may know Him better!
The series is built on how we answer this question: How does one become like God? There
are two different ways people seek to become like God …
The Lord God has it in His heart to do something awesome through the church in our
culture, so He is walking us through days of S___________ A__________________.
Renewal of our spiritual lives isn’t merely about experiencing the works of God’s hands on
us. It is about being vehicles for His blessings and power to flow through us and to
genuinely touch others!
When we seek Him in prayer it should be about wanting more of God Himself, His Living,
D__________P___________, to invade us and permanently change us as He lives in our
heart and soul. Matthew 5:6
In Scripture God often reveals Himself as a burning F_____. Fire symbolizes God’s
D__________, passion for His people to be made P______!
In the same way it is the nature of fire to burn it is the nature of the Holy Spirit to enable us
to Z_______________ walk through life with God. I Thessalonians 5:19 and Luke 24:32
Today we look at something that is always present when God pours out His Spirit on the
earth: A people who are wholly God’s, who choose to be a V___________, a remnant of
people for Him to live in and work through!
I. God’s Conditional Promise: II Chronicles 7:14, 15
God rarely, if ever, comes in revival power into a church and through a church into a
geographic region in revival power, until He has first established a R____________ of people
who are unreservedly His. God’s starting point is always the S__________ C_____________
of His people!
II Chronicles 7:14, II Chronicles 16:9
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There are conditions we must meet on His terms, not ours. He is looking for people who
seek His understanding of the following, not our watered down version of these terms!
Condition #1. H____________
Condition #2. Deep, passionate H___________ P___________
Condition #3. S________ His F______ desire for His M______
Condition #4. T_________ from our wicked ways, deep and heartfelt repentance for our
L______ of His divine presence and grace among us!
God desires for us to understand how important we, His sons and daughters are, because
He must have a physical P__________ in whom He L______ and through whom He
W______ on earth!
II. God Establishes His Core Group:
The first stage of a dynamic moving of the Spirit of God on the earth is the establishment of
God’s remnant that is committed to Him and His will.
God begins with a smaller group of people! Those who are committed to God’s glory on the
earth and the manifestation of His kingdom in the hearts of people, have a greater likelihood
of seeing two things God loves:
U______ of purpose and passion to honor Jesus
P__________ of A____________ Matthew 18:19, 20
Judges 6 the reluctant hero of the faith: Gideon, who reluctantly obeyed God and gathered
32,000 soldiers. What God did next was to establish a remnant of people through whom He
would work. Note the three tests:
Test #1
Test #2
Test #3
In R___________ T____________ the people of God are called to make three clear choices
of the heart, mind, and soul:
Choice #1. To refuse to cower, be paralyzed by our F______
Choice #2. Stay U__________ and V_____________ Isaiah 62:6, 7
Choice #3. To R__________ at our post no matter how long it takes
III. What God Delights to See in His People:
II Chronicles 7: 1- 3 is the story of the fire of God falling on the earth! II Chronicles 7:14, 15
is the conditional promise … Judges 7:16, 19, and 20 is the story of the clay pots with fiery
torches inside them.
Our final Scripture that ties this all together is II Corinthians 4:7: We are called to be
C_____ P_____ that have the F_____ of His love in us!
Concluding Thoughts to Consider:
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. The Lord God has an eternal purpose in His heart and mind for human beings who don’t know
Him. How do we factor in His desire to reach those people?

2. What is on the heart, mind, will of the indwelling Holy Spirit in leading us to know Jesus more
than we presently do? Why does He desire to bless us?

3. What comes to your mind when you think of the Holy Spirit revealing Himself as a fire in our
hearts?

4. Why are there conditional promises in the Scriptures concerning God’s desire to manifest His
glory, to make Himself known to people on earth?

5. Why does the Lord God create remnants of people on earth before He does mighty moves of
revival power on the earth? Do you think the Christians in North America see and understand the
importance of corporate and united prayer?

6. What were the tests God asked Gideon to put the soldiers in his command through before they
went into battle? Why were they tested?

7. Why do you think the Lord God told Paul to include the picture of the treasure in the jars of clay
in II Corinthians 4:7?

8. Read together aloud Matthew 18:15 – 20 and discuss insights you have concerning reasons for
the absolute necessity of corporate agreement in prayer?

9. Read together Acts 4:23 – 31 and discuss insights you have regarding the Holy Spirit leading the
believers in Jerusalem to united and corporate prayer? What were the results of their prayers?

10. What do you take away from the message on staying in step with the Holy Spirit’s heart, mind,
and will for our lives? Are there some people in your life you feel really good about including in
corporate and united prayer?
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