March 14, 2021 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
LIVING IN THE SPIRIT
8. “The Fruit of His Abiding Presence”
John 15:1 – 17
Introduction:
As we turn to the Word of the Lord God this morning we are looking together at the eighth
message in this series regarding walking through life indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God. It is the
deep longing and desire in the heart of God to Know each one of us Intimately as His adopted
sons and daughters in Christ Jesus.
One of the eternal purposes of God is that He would have a people who are His children, people
who know Him intimately as Savior and Lord, and who love Him so much that we desire to do
His will, a people who represent His will and purposes here on earth. Each of us is given the
enormous privilege and blessing of partnering with the Spirit of God to touch the lives of people
we love in our sphere of influence!
This series of messages is about walking through life attempting to Stay in Step with the
Holy Spirit. It is built on asking and answering well this powerful question about the Christian
life: How does one become like God? How does one qualify for sonship and daughterhood to
God? How does one become Christ-like in the way he/she lives their life on earth?
There are two separate and distinct methods people take in terms of living a godly life:
On the one hand there is God’s eternal purpose to have fellowship with people by His Holy
Spirit’s presence living in our hearts, and through this gift of fellowship with us, to create sons
and daughters of God who walk through life with Him by faith. As we walk with God by faith
we assimilate more of His heart, mind, and will into our lives!
Romans 8:14 – 16 “because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did
not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.
And by him we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children.”
On the other hand there are those who have bought into our enemy Satan’s agenda for people.
Satan’s agenda and purpose is to make himself like the Most High God. Isaiah 14:12, it is
actually stated! It is his purpose to steal the glory of God, destroy humankind’s ability to walk
with God, and to put human beings in bondage to our own efforts at being godly, working hard
to make ourselves like God, to live a Christ like life, which ends up in utter futility.
The Lord God longs deeply for us, just to be with us, even if neither one of us is saying anything,
just the awareness of His presence. The Lord deeply longs for Intimate Involvement in our
lives, and that by our invitation. He has placed His Spirit in our lives, as inner Counselor and
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Teacher. He is there with us to make His Word like a fire in our hearts and to give us the present
reality of His inner provisions for the Christ-like life.
Peter wrote a powerful word to this effect in II Peter 1:3 and 4 “his divine power has given us
everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his
own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises,
so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption of the
world caused by evil desires.”
You say but Pastor Ken, if the Lord has made all of this available to us and we already have it
why do we need to do this time-consuming prayer, Scripture reading, and meditation on the
Word of God stuff? After all He is already ours and we have the gift of salvation, that’s all we
need. II Corinthians 5:17 says, every old thing is gone and the new has come in Christ.
My return question is this: has the old gone and has the new come as the inner reality of your
life? Have we taken all of the provisions of Christ Jesus into our lives by faith, appropriated in
our hearts what He has done on the cross for us? The truth is that everything and everyone we
encounter in life should have the Name of Jesus written all over it: His presence and His power
to work in our lives first and then through our lives to others!
It is absolutely true that Jesus has made the Gift of New Life available to His people. That it is a
gift means that it is free for all of us who believe. We have come to know the joy of sins
forgiveness, peace with God, and eternal life while we live in the midst of a world full of sin,
death, and the slow demise of amorality and decay.
He gives us Faith gifts to take His promises as true to us regardless of our circumstances. He
gives us the ability to love as He loves, to long for the highest good of heaven here on earth, to
love Him more dearly and others more fully. He gives us Strength to endure in the spiritual
struggle, to go on when we think we cannot go on.
Our only fitting response is to love Him with our whole heart and soul, and to love others with
the self-emptying love we come to know from Him. Our desire must become to Be With Jesus,
with no agendas other than to know more of His heart and life beating in ours! This is the real
issue regarding our spiritual disciplines -- of what a meaningful prayer life, time alone in reading
and studying the Scriptures, and meditating on the Lord -- are all about.
There is a story, in Matthew 19:16 – 22, that illustrates this truth that we will invest time in what
or whom we love. It is the story of the rich young man:
“Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, ‘Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal
life?’ ‘Why do you ask me about what is good?’ Jesus replied. ‘There is only One who is good.
If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.’ ‘Which ones?’ the man inquired. Jesus
replied, ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor
your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself.’ ‘All these I have kept,’ the young
man said. ‘What do I still lack?’ Jesus answered, ‘If you want to be perfect, go, sell your
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possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’
When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.”
Three quick insights from that story: First, this young man was asking Jesus about the Source of
real life, and the one who could give it to him was standing right there in front of him. But
because he was so full of what he could do to provide for himself he completely missed the gift
of grace standing right in front of him.
Second, Jesus invited him to a Treasure of the heart that is far greater than anything this world
could possibly give to him, but because he was focused only on what he could see with his
human eyes he missed the possibility that there was greater treasure to be had than what money
could purchase for him.
Third, he could have become an intimate Follower of Jesus right there on the spot but he chose
to serve his will and ways instead! Tell me that isn’t relevant to your life and mine. We have an
open invitation to be close, devoted followers of Jesus, but we permit so many things to get in
the way of making ongoing and responsible decisions to follow Him more closely and to take on
His life and His divine provisions for our lives here on earth.
I. Jesus’ Words on Intimacy with Him:
John 15:4, 5 “Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are
the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you
can do nothing.”
The metaphor Jesus used was that He is the Vine and we are the branches. His point is that if we
have responded to His incredible offer of the gift of salvation in our hearts and lives, we take our
life from Him. The picture is we are like a natural branch that draws its life and nutrients from
the soil it is planted in through its attachment to the vine trunk. He encourages us to Remain in
Him, to abide in a close relationship with Him, so we can draw deep and true life from Him.
He uses this word picture to tell us that we need to embrace a heart attitude of Dependence.
The Lord Jesus gave us the metaphor to cause us to see things in the spiritual realm through a
physical lens. Like a vine brings life and fruit into the branch, so Jesus desires to bring His life
and His fruit in our lives by His Spirit.
Staying in the Vine of Christ Jesus’ life flow requires that we are consistently taking the Time to
be Alone with Him. This is what having a quiet time, personal disciplines is all about, simply
taking the time to be alone with Jesus. He wants us to know what He is thinking, what is on His
heart to do, to know Him more personally. This transpires in our lives when we take the time to
just be with Him, with no agenda, nothing other than wanting to hang out with Him.
Hearing His Word made Alive to our hearts and minds from Scripture. We must be
familiarizing ourselves with His Word in the Bible. Listening to the Lord requires that we know
the Lord’s word for two reasons. One, He wants to whisper to our hearts and minds while we
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read it. Two, He wants us to know His timeless tuths so that when He whispers to us an inner
impression we have a grid to test the spirits to make sure it is His voice. His impressions and
leadings by His Holy Spirit always agree with the written Word.
John 15:7 and 15 “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish and
it will be given to you. I no longer call you servants because a servant does not know his
master’s business. Instead I have called you friends because everything I have learned from my
Father I have made known to you.”
It is so important for us all to be taking the time in prayer to move beyond our “gimme God”
lists, to the place of Asking the Father for His perfect Will to be done on the earth as it is in
heaven, because we know His will!
John 15:7, 8, and 16 “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish
and it will be given to you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples . . . You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go
and bear fruit – fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”
Assuming we do the above remaining in Him, Jesus promises us that He will remain in us and
He will produce the Fruit of His Life, His presence living in our lives. When the Lord Jesus is
present there are some things that are conspicuous by their presence and other things that are
conspicuous by their absence. When He is present human effort looks pretty pale by comparison,
sin looks dark and ugly to us, the material world loses its allure to our hearts.
When Jesus is present He is the source of life that is pure, clean, and God honoring. Jesus
produces life that is like His life as He walked this earth, which we read about in the Gospels:
A new set of Loves, appetites of the heart; … A new set of Passions, desires of the life; … He
produces two kinds of fruit in our lives: Character development fruit in personal holiness, and
Disciple-Making fruit, in that there are others introduced to Him as their personal Savior and
Lord, because they can see His presence living in a genuine and sincere believer in Jesus!
II. Jesus’ Words Were Aimed at our Hearts:
The Lord Jesus was very careful to give us an exact portrayal of all that He knew the Father God
to be, flowing out of His intimacy with God, by the Holy Spirit. He was very careful to teach us
to act in keeping with the divine nature of God Almighty who dwells in our hearts too. He taught
us the laws of God the Father were all summed up in two laws of love.
In Luke 10:27, an expert in the law came to Jesus and asked Him how he could inherit eternal
life. Jesus asked him what he read in Scripture regarding the issue his question raised. He gave
this reply, verse 27 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength, and with all your mind.”
Notice the progression with me please. Spiritual life, loving God today, that is walking with God
in a way that is pleasing and satisfying to both the participant and to God moves from the inside
out. Loving God begins in the person’s Heart, the Soul, then goes to the Strength, and the
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Mind. It is a matter of His presence and power at work within, then His love emanates from the
inside out.
How do many of us, North American believers with our need to understand things rationally,
respond to Him today? We start with the mind, if we’re comfortable, maybe we’ll allow our
bodies to be affected, but if we aren’t comfortable we stay aloof from “looking foolish.” God
desires to use the things humanity would consider foolish and unsophisticated as instruments of
His love. He has been doing it for two thousand years.
The second commandment of love is like the first, according to that Jewish lawyer in Luke
10:27, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Notice what the Lord Jesus said in John 15:9 – 12 and
17: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain
in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no man than this,
that he lay down his life for his friends.”“This is my command: Love each other.”
Loving deeply from the heart is not merely a matter of emotion, of feelings we feel for others. It
is the concrete and specific decision to Love God supremely, and then to love others as an
expression of the love He has put in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. This is a heart issue, which He
will bring all of us to see and live, given enough time in His presence!
Here is a spiritual principle we might as well all get right now: The fact is that we take on the
characteristics of those with whom we invest quality amounts of time. Intimate knowledge of
a person equals influence in our lives from that person. So the truth is; we are making a
statement about what we want to be by the friends we choose to hang out with. We become like
those with whom we spend time..
III. Conditions of Intimacy with God:
What I sincerely hope we can see and grasp is that God wants to be intimate with each one of us.
He has no pets or favorites. Yet many of us seem to struggle with the whole concept that we can
deeply and intimately know Him. The issues of lack of intimacy with the Lord do not reside with
the desires or the power of God to make Himself known to us.
Honestly it is and has been His deep desire to know and be known by us for thousands of years
of salvation history recorded in the Sciptures. It most definitely is a matter of relationship
between two people who love each other very much. Yet it is equally true that there are some
conditions of intimacy with God we must meet.
Condition #1 – We are responsible before Him to cultivate a Hungry Heart. We are responsible
to cultivate the heart attitudes of hunger and thirst, a deep inner longing for righteousness, the
desire to know and walk with God by faith. Jesus told His disciples, Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.”
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Condition #2 – We are responsible to cultivate a Soft and Tender Heart before the Lord. We
are responsible to be free of hardness of heart when He desires to speak or walk with us, to be
soft, pliable, teachable in His hands. Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit is a choice we make every day
of our lives. It has to do with crucifying our independence and making a childlike declaration of
dependence.
Condition #3 – We are responsible to choose a Persevering Heart. The overwhelming message
I have received from this passage regarding the issue of intimacy with God is that of remaining.
Staying near to the heart of God, refusing to be denied what we long for. Reminds me of
Jeremiah’s words of promise he heard from God, ‘You will seek me and find me when you seek
me with all of you hearts.”
Condition #4 – We are responsible to cultivate a deeply Sincere Heart. In the book of Acts as
three thousand people were saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord, we are told they
were teachable people who ate together in small group gatherings in one another’s homes “with
glad and sincere hearts.” The Greek word for sincere is a compound word that is powerfully
meaningful. Aletheous – means “a heart without rocks”
Concluding Thoughts:
As we bring this message to a close I want to try to help you with this issue of intimacy with God
as much as I can with a picture. The Lord tells us He is a spring of living water in our hearts,
welling up to eternal life.
John7:37 – 39 “Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and
drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from
within him.’ By this he meant the Spirit whom those who believed on him were later to receive.”
He tells us in that picture that it is His nature to flow into our lives with His provisions, and if we
aren’t experiencing intimacy with Him it isn’t on His end of the equation. There may very well
be things that are stopping up the flow of His life to us.
In the book of Genesis, 26:12 – 18 there is a story of Isaac having come back from Egypt and all
of the old wells his father had dug were stopped up by the Philistines. They had thrown rocks
and garbage in the wells. The first thing Isaac did was to clean out the garbage the Philistines
had put in those wells his father had dug, so that there could be pure water flowing in his place of
residence.
There’s a picture there for each one of us and for the spiritual territory of our hearts! In my own
journey, I find the things that often stop up the flow of His holy, self-emptying, other-oriented
love in my life have to do with my responses to people I have loved who have broken my heart.
The words that cut the most deeply come from those we just don’t expect to shoot us with hurtful
words and actions!
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March 14, 2021
“LIVING IN THE SPIRIT:”
8. “The Fruit of His Abiding Presence”
John 15:1 – 17
Introduction:
The Almighty God has purposed in His heart to K________ each one of us
I______________, as His sons and daughters, by His Presence living in us.
The series is about W__________ through life I__ S_______ with the Spirit. It is built on
how we answer this question: How does one become like God?
On the one hand there is God’s eternal purpose to walk in fellowship with us, to pour out
His Spirit, His nature into our hearts and lives. On the other hand the evil one purposes to
put human beings on his agenda, to make ourselves like God by human effort and
discipline.
God longs for I__________ I________________ in our lives, and that by our invitation. He
puts His Spirit in our lives, as inner Counselor and Teacher.
Jesus has made available to all of us His provisions for a victorious Christian life, II Peter
1:3, 4. The truth is Jesus has absolutely made available to every person on earth, the
G______ of N____ L______.
He gives us F_______ G______ to take and hold on to His provisions regardless of our
circumstances. He pours into us S___________ to endure when the spiritual struggle is
intense, we think we can’t go on!
Our only fitting response is to love Him with our whole heart and soul, and to love others.
Our desire must become to B__ W______ J_________, with no agendas other than to know
more of His heart and life beating in ours!
The illustration of the rich young man and Jesus: Matthew 19:16 – 22. Three observations
from the story: 1. The young man was asking Jesus about the S__________ of real L_____.
2. Jesus invited him to a T_____________ of the heart that is greater than anything this
world offers. 3. He could have chosen to become and intimate F____________ of Jesus on
the spot but he chose not to!
I. Jesus’ Words on Intimacy with Him: John 15:4, 5
The metaphor: Jesus is the True Vine and we are the branches!
He encourages us all to choose to R___________ in H____, to abide in His presence so we
can draw deep resources of life from His presence!
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He uses this illustration to teach us we all need a heart attitude of D________________!
Staying in the Vine requires that we consistently take T_______ to be A________ with
Jesus.
Reading, thinking on, internalizing the Word of the Lord M_____ A______ in our hearts by
His Spirit; John 15:7 and 15. It is so important to take time to be with Him in prayer
A________ the Father for His W_____ to be done here on earth. John 15:7, 8, and 16
Jesus says as we remain in Him and He dwells in us by His Spirit He will produce the
F________ of His L____ in our lives. Jesus’ presence in us produces life that is like His life:
A new set of L_______ … P__________ … Inner C_______________ fruit and
D___________-M_________ fruit!
II. Jesus’ Words Were Aimed at our Hearts: Luke 10:27, John 15:9 – 12
Jesus taught us through his interactions with the expert in the Law, the laws of God the
Father were summed up in two loves! Luke 10:27
Note the progression of thought about how the love of God flows into and out of us.
H_______ , S______, then S___________ and M______! The holy love of God emanates
from the inside out!
His words about the second great love: Luke 10:27, John 15:9 – 12 and 17
Loving God deeply from the heart is a specific D___________ to L_____ the Lord God
supremely and others as an expression of His love in our hearts!
A spiritual principle we must grasp: We take on the characteristics of those with whom we
I__________ quality T______.
III. Conditions of Intimacy with God:
It is and has been God’s desire to know and be known by people for thousands of years of
salvation history. There are conditions He has set for that intimacy with Him:
1. We are responsible to cultivate a H_________ H________
2. We are responsible to cultivate a S_____ and T________ H________
3. We are responsible to cultivate a P________________ H________
4. We are responsible to cultivate a S____________ H________
Concluding Thoughts to Consider:
The Lord Jesus tells us His presence in us is like a spring of water in us welling up eternal
life, John 7:37 – 39. It is His nature to flow into and out of us. But there may be things
stopping the flow! The story of Isaac in Genesis 26:12 – 18: Reopening the wells …
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. The Lord God has an eternal purpose in His heart and mind for human beings. What is that
purpose and how is it achieved in life?

2. What is the agenda on the heart, mind, and will of the indwelling Holy Spirit in leading us to
know Jesus more than we presently do?

3. The Scriptures teach us Jesus has given us the gift of new life. What does His life do in us? What
does Peter mean when he says we have been made partakers of the divine nature, II Peter 1:3, 4?

4. What does the Holy Spirit show you personally as you think about the illustration of the rich
young man and Jesus, Matthew 19:16 – 22?

5. In your own spiritual journey, what does remaining in Jesus, cultivating dependence on Him look
like?

6. Jesus promised us His presence dwelling in us would produce the fruit of a life that has been
with Him. How do you see His work in your life in character development … and in disciplemaking?

7. What is the Holy Spirit seeking to do in our lives, then through our lives, when He pours out His
holy, self-emptying, other-oriented love in our hearts?

8. What are your thoughts about the responsibility we have to cultivate heart attitudes that meet
His conditions for intimate relationship with Him?

9. Read together aloud Matthew 7:15 – 20 and Galatians 5:16 - 26 and discuss insights you have
regarding the Holy Spirit leading us to experiences causing radical change in the fruit we bear?

10. What do you take away from the message on staying in step with the Holy Spirit’s heart, mind,
and will for our lives? What are some ways the Lord has been at work in your life to produce the
fruit of character development, or disciple-making?
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