January 10, 2021 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
LIVING IN THE SPIRIT:
I. “His Presence in Us”
John 16:7 – 15 and Romans 8:9 – 11
Introduction:
This morning we are beginning a series of messages We will take an eight-part look at Living
Life in the Holy Spirit’s Presence. The Lord God Almighty has planned and purposed in His
Heart to Know each of us Intimately, as His sons and daughters, by His Holy Presence
living in each one of us! He has been working at this desire in His heart to know us and to walk
through life with us for thousands of years.
This is the wonder before us: The Lord God Almighty desires to partner with you and me, giving
us the incredibly wonderful privilege of living our lives in the Holy Spirit on planet earth each
new day, working with Him to expand His kingdom on earth in the lives of people we love..
In this first message in the series today, I want to turn our focus to answer a fundamental
question about the Christian life, which we all must ask and answer well: What is the essence of
the Christian life? When it is all boiled down to the bottom line what is it to walk the reality of a
Christian life? There is really only one right answer to this vital question.
The Christian life is the Miracle of New Birth. Your spiritual being and mine, which was dead
in transgressions and sins is now made alive by the power of God living in our lives. You are a
living miracle with two distinct people living in your physical body. If you have asked Jesus to
be your Savior and Lord, to forgive you of your sins that is step one in the Christian experience.
Step two is to reach out to Him in faith and invite Him to come and dwell in your heart, and to
make Himself known to you. This is the miracle of new birth, the essence of the Christian life.
He actually comes to dwell in our hearts by faith, making Himself known to us.
Ephesians 3:16, 17a Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian believers: “I pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith.”
Colossians 1:27 “To them (the saints) God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the
glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
Romans 8:9 – 11 “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of
righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives
in you.”
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Paul prayed for the Galatian believers in Galatians 4:19, “My dear children, for whom I am
again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you.”
There is a principle Paul launches into in the very next paragraph of Romans 8 that all of God’s
people must see and understand. It is the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in our lives
that makes us to be the sons and daughters of God. He is the Spirit of adoption by whom we
may cry out to God as our personal Father, Abba God. He is the presence of God Almighty
living in our lives making the Word of God spring to life and leading us to engage with God in
prayer at the Throne of Grace.
Romans 8:13 – 17 “For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit
of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but
you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are God’s children, then we are heirs –
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may
also share in his glory.”
The struggle between Satan’s agenda and God’s design for humankind essentially boils
down to this powerful question in focus for us this morning. How does one become like
God? How does one qualify for sonship and daughterhood to God? There are two completely
opposite paths people take in terms of living a godly life.
On the one hand there is God’s eternal purpose to have fellowship with people by His holy
presence living in our hearts, and through this gift of fellowship with us, to create sons and
daughters of God who walk through life with Him by faith.
On the other hand, there is Satan’s purpose to steal the glory of God, destroy humankind’s ability
to walk with God, and to put human beings in bondage to our own efforts at being godly,
working hard to make ourselves like God, to live a Christ like life.
Here is how this plays out in the Scriptures, and is still playing out today. In Isaiah 14:12 –14
there is a prophetic picture of a word about a Babylonian king, which has a duel meaning. It is
also a picture of Satan, when he was still an angelic being.
“How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down
to the earth, you who once laid low the nations. You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven;
I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of the assembly,
on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will
make myself like the Most High.”
Here we are shown the agenda of Satan clearly stated as headed toward overthrowing God from
His exalted position, and it didn’t work. He got cast down to the earth. But notice what Satan
says in his heart: “I will make myself like the Most High.” That is the essence of Satan’s agenda
for humankind – to get us to think we can do this too! And this is the fundamental building block
of all humanly based, legalistic, righteousness that is taught and adhered to today!
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Consider his temptation of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. This is another powerful
picture of Satan’s agenda for humankind. “God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” His temptation of Eve and her man
Adam who was with her, isn’t just about fruit and trees. This is absolutely about how they will
be made to be like God. Will it be because they walk with God and know God or will it be by
their own efforts and what they know to be good and evil?
The temptation is to get them to turn away from their walks with God in the cool of the day,
being touched by God’s presence, and to eat the forbidden fruit. Why is he attempting to get
them to do this? Because he wants to entrap them and enslave Adam and Eve in the incessant
work of what they can do for themselves to be like God, in this case knowing their own
standards of good and evil.
What results from this decision to take their own way is the incredible inner battle with the big
“I” in all human hearts. I can do it better than this I just know I can. I can please God better than
I am presently doing; I just have to try harder!
May I suggest to us that this is the struggle between the Lord Jesus and His arch-enemy Satan
still today? The enemy is relatively OK to see us repent of our sins, and even ask for forgiveness
for our sins. But all the powers of hell will battle against us when we take the bigger step
and invite the Spirit of Jesus to live in us, make Himself Known to us, and Reign in us. This
is the crux of this series and it is why the Lord laid it on my heart!
There are so many people who claim to be living a Christian life but who are simply missing the
point of His powerful presence reigning in our hearts. That is why so many people who are living
a Christian life are so tired, weary, depleted and discouraged. Because the focus is on what I am
doing for God instead of what God is doing in me. The mark of pleasing God that we shoot at
and work so hard to attain is never achieved and that results in more guilt!
I. Who the Holy Spirit Is:
This message is about the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. He is the Living Person of
God who impacts the hearts and lives of people. He is active in the hearts and lives of people
today. He is constantly at work, making the Word of God alive for us, convicting us of sin,
pointing us to Jesus, and counseling us to live in such a way as to please God.
John 16:7, 8 “It is good for you that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not
come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. When He comes, He will convict the world of sin
and righteousness and judgments.” John 16:13 “But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will
guide you into all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He
will tell you what is to come.”
In three verses Jesus refers to the Spirit of God as a Person 11 different times. He is not an “it,” a
manifestation, nor an influence. He is the Person of God who wants to take up residence in the
hearts and lives of people if we will open our hearts to Him and invite Him to dwell in us.
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He is the power of God in the form of a Person who wants to live in us, and Change us into the
Image of Jesus Christ. He wants a personal, intimate relationship with us, which profoundly
affects our daily living.
Jesus gave us 2 specific teachings on the powerful effect the Holy Spirit would have in us in the
gospel of John. The first is found in John 3:5 – 8. The context is the discussion He is having
with Nicodemus the teacher about spiritual things and what it means to be a man of God: “I tell
you the truth, unless a man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my
saying, ‘you must be born again. The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear it’s sound, but
you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So, it is with everyone born of the
Spirit.”
Jesus teaches us that it is the Holy Spirit who comes into us and gives us second birth, makes us
spiritually alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. He says the Spirit gives birth to
spiritual life. And He teaches us that even though we can’t see Him, we can see the powerful
affect He has on peoples lives, in the same way you can’t see the wind but you can see it’s affect
upon a tree.
The second is found in John 7:37 – 39. The context is the great struggle between Jesus and the
Jewish religious leaders who wanted to crucify Him, He cries out to the people in a loud voice:
“If a man is thirsty, let Him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has
said, streams of living water will flow from him. By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who
believed in Him were later to receive.”
Again, He teaches that to Know Him as Lord and Savior is to have the deepest inner
Longings of the heart completely Satisfied on the one hand and yet Wanting more of Him
on the other.
The Spirit of God comes into the life of every believer in Jesus Christ and when He comes, He
energizes that person’s inner life with the awesome power of God. Jesus said it’s like a Stream
of Living Water flowing from within you, like water under pressure is hard to stop even so is a
life that is energized by the Spirit of God in the heart.
The point we need to grasp here in both of these teachings of our Lord is that for the most
powerful force in the universe, we are convinced, is a Person we cannot see; the Spirit of God
who is dynamically at work in people in this world.
II. The Promise of His Work In Believers:
John 16:12 – 15 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the
Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from
what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I
said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.”
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These words of the Lord Jesus must be set in their context for us to really fully grasp what is
being said here. He has told them He is going to die for them on the cross. Their dreams are
shattered; their worlds have been utterly destroyed. They thought He was the Messiah who
would crush Rome and make them rulers of the world, now He says He’s going to die. Verse 6
tells us just a glimpse of disappointment of their lives: “Because I have said these things you are
filled with grief.”
This is the context Jesus chooses to tell them His Words of promise that He would send His
Spirit into them and He would be In them as their Living Counselor, verse 7: “It is for your
good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go I
will send Him to you.”
In this name Jesus uses for the Holy Spirit, Counselor, from the Greek work parakletos, one who
walks alongside and cheers, guides, and comforts. In other words, the Holy Spirit would be a
live-in Counselor or comforter, living in our hearts who would call believers to follow the will of
God in their lives.
In verse 13 there is another promise given about what the Holy Spirit would do in believers when
He comes into their hearts: “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all
truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what
is to come.”
Here Jesus calls the Spirit of Truth, the one who lives in believers and guides them into truth
from God. The promise is that the Holy Spirit in our Hearts would make the truths of God
obvious and evident to us so that we’d be able to understand.
That’s a twofold ministry: First, His ministry of Illumination: He takes the Bible and makes it’s
truths live to us so we can understand! Second, His ministry of Insight: He brings to our minds
insights to mature us and nurture us. He guides us into truth by insights He gives us in everyday
life.
A third promise Jesus gives us about what the Holy Spirit’s role in believers’ lives is found in
verse 14, “He will bring glory to me.” In verse 13 Jesus said the Spirit is not out to bring glory to
Himself. “He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears.” This truth I hope
you will never ever forget: The believer finds great joy in the exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Because the Spirit of God lives in his heart a believer has a deep desire to honor and glorify
Christ in everything.
Jesus is building on two age-old promises from the Scriptures that God would send His Holy
Spirit to live in the hearts and lives of people. In the prophetic word about the new covenant God
speaks through his man Ezekiel in 36:26, 27: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in
you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my
Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.”
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Joel 2 carries a tremendous word of promise about the Spirit of God being poured out in the
hearts of men and women, young and old, and a great work on earth being done in and through
their lives!
III. The Reality of His Working Today
Recorded in the second chapter of Acts by Luke is a message of the fulfillment of the promises
of our Lord Jesus about the Holy Spirit coming into the hearts and lives of believers. The
Apostles were all together at one place in prayer and worship and in great power the Spirit of
God cam into men just like Jesus said. There was a sound of mighty wind and they all saw
flames of fire coming to rest on them as the Lord God, by His Spirit came into their lives.
That day Simon Peter experienced the river of living water flowing from within him and in his
words and actions as well as the other believers everything we’ve just studied came into reality.
The Spirit of God in them used their lives and message as a magnet to draw people to Christ and
to convict them of their sin. People could see Jesus’ presence in these men’s lives and they
could experience Jesus’ message through their lives.
The Spirit of God empowered them to say and do things they were not capable of in human
strength as He energized their lives with the power of God. They were moved out into the streets
and spoke in languages of people from all over the world as the Spirit empowered them.
That day they lifted up and exalted the Person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ as they
were anointed by the Spirit and He used their words to Cut and Break the hearts of people,
the Counselor Convinced and Convicted 3000 people of their need through the lives of Peter
and the others whom He now lived in.
To me brothers and sisters the greatest thing about that record is that it was only the beginning.
The same power of the same Spirit is available to you and me today. We live in the age of
grace, the day when we not only have the promises of what the Spirit will do in us but also the
reality of what He will do in us if we will submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ!
In the very same way God’s Spirit came into Peter and the other Apostles because they believed
in Jesus, He longs to come into your life and mine today when we turn to Jesus. In the very
same way God’s Spirit empowered those men to do things they weren’t capable of in human
strength, He wants to empower you and me beyond our human capabilities to do great things for
Him. In the very same way they spoke Spirit-anointed and Spirit-given words that the Spirit used
to cut the hearts of the hearers then we may do so today!
Application
We come down now to the rubber-on-the-road portion of our study of the Holy Spirit and
measure our individual lives against what we’ve been shown as truth.
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Is the Spirit of God Living in us, producing the character of Jesus Christ? Is He our inner
comforter and encourager, is He making the Word of God live and understandable, and do I
really want to honor and magnify the Lord Jesus?
In our lifestyle of living the truth of God and in our conversations did we speak in such a way
that the Spirit had something He could use to convict and convince others of their need of Jesus?
Is He having a profound affect upon us by the power of God Transforming us and is He
enabling us to live on a level of purity beyond our human abilities to attain?
Have we been open this week to being influenced by Spirit of God to long to be Jesus people?
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January 10, 2021 AM
“LIVING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT:
1. His Presence in Us

John 16:7 – 15 and Romans 8:9 – 11
Introduction:
The Almighty God has purposed in His heart to K________ each one of us
I______________, as His sons and daughters, by His Presence living in us.
The key question before us is: What is the essence of the Christian life?
The Christian life is the M__________ of N___ B_______. Your spiritual being and mine,
which was dead in transgressions and sins is now made alive by the power of God living in
our lives.
Ephesians 3:16, 17; Colossians 1:27; Romans 8:9 – 11; Galatians 4:19
Paul’s principle: It is the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in our lives that makes us to
be the sons and daughters of God. Romans 8:13 – 17
The struggle between Satan’s agenda and God’s design for humankind essentially boils
down to this powerful question in focus for us this morning. How does one B___________
L____ God?
On the one hand there is God’s eternal purpose …
On the other hand is Satan’s purpose …
Isaiah 14:12 – 14 is a prophetic Scripture about a Babylonian king and it is a dual meaning
Scriptural prophecy about the agenda of Satan. Notice what Satan says: “I will make myself
like the Most High.”
The agenda of Satan is to get us all to believe we can make ourselves to be like God by our
own human effort! Consider Satan’s temptation of Adam and Eve. “God knows when you eat
of the fruit you will be like God!”
The evil one’s kingdom is relatively okay with us feeling sorrow for sins and asking God to
forgive us. But all the powers of Hell will marshal against us taking the bigger step of being
M_____ A________ in our S______-B________ by inviting the Holy Spirit to live in us and
reign in us!
I. Who the Holy Spirit Is: John 16:7, 8, and 13
The Holy Spirit is not an “it” or impersonal force. He is a Person of the Godhead who
dwells in human hearts and lives and who desires to C___________ us into the I_________
of Jesus!
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Jesus gave us two specific teachings about the presence and power of the Holy Spirit coming
to live in human hearts and lives:
John 3:5 – 8 Jesus says the Holy Spirit comes to live in our spirit person, giving us new
birth, making us alive to God in Christ Jesus. He says the Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.
John 7:37 – 39 Jesus teaches us to K_______ Him as Savior and Lord is to have our deepest
H________-L____________ satisfied and yet still wanting more of Him in my life! Jesus
said He is like a stream of living water in us!
II. The Promise of His Work in Believers: John 16:12 – 15
To those who were crushed in heart, Jesus gives a tremendous promise in these words. He
said He would send the Holy Spirit into them and He would be a L______-I__
C________________!
The Name Jesus used for the Spirit is parakletos: “One who walks alongside to cheer, guide,
and comfort.
Verse 13 carries a second promise to the believers: To guide them into all truth! Those
words carry a twofold promise: He will do an inner ministry of I____________________, as
He makes Scripture live. He will also do an inner ministry of I______________!
Jesus is building on two age-old promises from the heart of God about the Spirit coming to
live in believers: Ezekiel 36:26, 27 and Joel 2:28 – 32
III. The Reality of the Holy Spirit’s Working In Us Today:
Acts two is the story of the Spirit being poured out into the lives of the believers in Christ
Jesus. That day the rivers of living water began to flow into and out of simple, ordinary
human lives!
God used the words of Simon Peter and the actions of the believers who were filled with His
Presence to draw people together to hear the Word!
As they exalted Jesus, the Holy Spirit anointed their words, the hearers were C_____ in
heart and deeply B__________. The Counselor C_____________ and C_____________ 3000
people who were led to repentance and to receive Jesus Christ in their lives!
The most amazing thing about this story in the Bible is that it is only the beginning of the
era we are in right now! The same P________ of the same Holy Spirit is available to you
and me today.
Concluding Thoughts:
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. If a person who does not yet know Jesus as their Savior and Lord asked you what the Christian
life is really all about what would you tell them?

2. Why do you think the Scriptures begin with the perspective that the human spirit-being is dead
in sins? What does God desire for people to know and understand about spiritual life?

3. The Lord God has an eternal purpose in His heart and mind for human beings. What is that
purpose and how is it achieved in life?

4. The evil one also has an eternal purpose for human lives. What is the evil one trying to get us to
do? Why? What motivates his agenda for people?

5. What difference does it make when we move beyond sorrow for sins and asking God to forgive
us, and inviting the Holy Spirit to come and live in our lives?

6. The Holy Spirit is compared to “Streams of Living Water” flowing from within us as believers.
What does that picture mean for us?

7. Have you personally experienced the Holy Spirit “counseling” you, speaking things to your heart
and spirit-being you couldn’t have known otherwise? What did He speak to you? Can you share
testimony with your friends?

8. Read together aloud Galatians 5:16 – 26 and share insights you have about the role and ministry
of the Holy Spirit as He lives in us.

9. Read together aloud John 14:15 – 26 and discuss insights you have as a group regarding how the
Holy Spirit does His convicting work in our lives.

10. What things impacted your heart and mind as you heard the message about the Person, the
presence, and the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in the human heart and soul?
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