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LIVING IN THE SPIRIT
III. “The Divine Provision”
Romans 8:1 – 11
Introduction:
This morning we are continuing a series of messages entitled Living in the Spirit. We are
building on a powerful theme of Scripture. The Almighty God has planned and purposed in His
heart to Know each one of us Intimately, as His sons and daughters, by His Holy Spirit
living in our lives. He has been working at this desire in His heart to know us and walk through
life with us for thousands of years.
This is the wonder before us: The Lord God Almighty desires to partner with you and me, giving
us the incredibly wonderful privilege of living our lives in the Holy Spirit on planet earth each
new day. As we walk through life daily living in the Spirit, as He presses His heart and desires
into our hearts and desires, we get to work with Him to introduce people we love to Jesus!
A second factor has to be stated and understood in the light of this deep longing and desire in
God’s heart for an intimate relationship with you and me. Satan is God’s mortal enemy, the
prince of this world, who absolutely hates God and everything that God loves. Satan and his
kingdom beings violently oppose God’s Spirit living in us, transforming us, and using us as
vehicles of God’s Grace for God’s Glory. The reason should be obvious, but let’s state it: If we
are glorifying God on the earth, the enemy loses power in human lives!
The struggle between Satan’s agenda and God’s design for humankind essentially boils down to
this powerful question, which our series is constructed on. How does one become like God?
How does one qualify for sonship and daughterhood to God? There are two completely opposite
paths people take in terms of living a godly or Christ-like life.
On the one hand there is God’s eternal purpose to have fellowship with people by His Holy
Spirit’s presence living in our hearts, and through this gift of fellowship with us, to create sons
and daughters of God who walk through life with Him by faith. As we walk with the Lord each
day we take on His likeness in our inner being.
On the other hand, there is Satan’s purpose to steal the glory of God, destroy humankind’s ability
to walk with God, and to put human beings in bondage to our own efforts at being godly, human
works righteousness, working hard to make ourselves like God, to live a Christ like life.
Let’s go back to another key point we made last week, regarding God’s eternal purpose to have a
kingdom of sons and daughters. God’s deep desire for the people He created is that we may be
made to be the sons and daughters of God by His indwelling Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit of God
that Makes us to be His children and who Confirms in our hearts His spiritual adoption. It
is the presence of God in the human heart that transforms us into the image of Jesus.
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Romans 8:13 – 16 “For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit
of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but
you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s children.”
Satan’s agenda is clearly outlined for us in the Scriptures. Satan is out to Exalt Himself above
the Lord God, to Steal God’s Glory. There is a prophecy that speaks to this in Isaiah 14:14. “I
will make myself like the Most High God.” The enemy’s goal is to make himself like God. In
order to thwart God’s will in people, he wants to ensnare humans in this line of thinking too. If
we just work hard enough at it, discipline ourselves stringently enough, pull ourselves up by our
own bootstraps well enough, we too can make ourselves like God.
As we engage with the Scriptures today, we are going to see how this cosmic conflict plays out
in our individual lives as we unpack what the Bible has to say about an important topic. We are
studying the enemy’s work in the human heart and soul before and after we become Christians.
There is one thing that is absolutely certain for all of us who have come to know Jesus Christ as
our Savior and Lord.
Sooner or later, we all come up against a Built-In Proneness to Failure. Try as hard as we
might, all of us know what it is to feel like we have failed the Lord, that we have sinned by doing
that which we know has grieved His heart. There are lots of ways Christians tend to look at this
concept of the built-in proneness or susceptibility of failure, each of which has a face-saving
quality to it.
There are those who excuse it on the basis of human experiences in life. Some event that
happened in the past or present has rendered us broken, frustrated, or damaged within. Some
person we really loved hurt us deeply. “Of course we have anger that burns beneath the surface
and pops up every once in a while, of course we have bitterness of heart, that results in a nasty
disposition at times. It is just to be expected when life has done us dirty!”
There are those who blame it on personality development, temperament, and behavioral
conditioning. “You must consider his background. He was really spoiled as a child so if we give
him time he will get over his selfishness.” I have met people who have been getting over their
selfishness for decades, with little success! “You know, he came from a really abusive home. Of
course, he will have inner anger issues. We must learn to live with that from him.”
There are those who write theologies that excuse it as part of our fallen nature that we can
never quite win inner victory over. The theology goes like this: “We all sin in thought word
and deed every day. We are, after all, only sinners who are saved by grace. Of course, we will
fail and fall repeatedly. It is to be expected. That is why God robes us with His righteousness. He
actually really sees us as holy with His holy glasses.”
Then there is the whole superior thinker theory. A person is full of doubts, objections, and
arguments, a deep uncertainty about spiritual verities and spiritual victory because he/she is such
a superior thinker. If we can just help such a person come to all of the right answers, to know
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their Bible so thoroughly that their mind is convinced, they will become settled and victorious
Christians.
There is also a school of thought that says we can grow ourselves into holiness with enough
discipline and effort. The theory goes that if we can just read the Bible and pray enough, over
time immersed by the grace of God the inner issues of our hearts, our moods, tendencies to
failure, inner lawlessness will simply disappear because we are so well-organized and wellregulated in our behaviors that we are now poised and mature.
This all sounds logical and perhaps entirely rational if we make one supposition that the Bible
does not make. If we assume that the person who has been redeemed by the Lord Jesus Christ is
now internally sound with nothing fundamentally wrong with their heart. But this is precisely the
problem. The Christian has in fact, become the temple of the Holy Spirit. But the critical
question to be asked and answered by every child of God who has ever lived is this: Does the
Holy Spirit have control of the whole temple?
A house that is built perfectly on a perfectly sound foundation is going to stand for a long time.
But a house built perfectly on an imperfect foundation is in trouble. The Christian is a building of
God for sure, but there are foundational Heart Issues that absolutely must be addressed.
I. The Biblical Answer:
We may prefer face-saving answers to our inner problems of the heart, so when a believer in
Christ Jesus sees the built-in tendency to sinful desires he/she knows displease the Lord, he/she
will often engage in human attempts to solve the problem. They will study the Bible more, pray
harder, and throw themselves zealously into the Lord’s work, concluding accelerated spiritual
activities will provide the answer for the heart problems.
However, if we take seriously God’s desires for our lives, His commands for our actions, and His
promises to us in Scripture, sooner or later we will see that our ability to change ourselves is
insufficient and there can be temptation to inner despair. We invariably come to see that
increased knowledge, skill, and maturity have not cleansed us of inner Attitudes we don’t like,
nor cured us of Selfishness we see in our lives, nor kept us from Desires that are not in keeping
with the Spirit’s desires.
The reason this is true is that the Bible teaches us that the cause of this inner leaning to the wrong
lies farther back than behaviors and attitudes and actions. The cause lays in the individual heart
of each person, in the inherited sinful nature, the fleshly nature, carnal affections that have yet to
be addressed.
Romans 7:14 – 20 “We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do. And if I do what I do not want
to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in
me. I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do
what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I
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do not want to do – this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I
who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.”
The Bible says there is an inner problem: the presence of a Sinful Nature living in us because
we are human beings. It is the inherited bent to sin living in all of us, which must be faced and
dealt with by the provisions of Jesus. There are three different Biblical terms which get at this
inner disposition or inclination to sin:
An Evil Heart – Jeremiah the prophet was writing to the people of God about the contents of
their hearts and where they had placed their trust. In Jeremiah 17:9 he gave us a picture of this
inner inclination or bent to sin. “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who
can understand it?” That is a pretty dismal picture isn’t it? But Jesus doesn’t give us much relief
in His teaching.
Mark 7:20 – 23 “He went on: ‘What comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean.’ For from
within, out of men’s hearts come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed,
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance, and folly. All these evils come from inside
and make a man unclean.”
The Carnal Mind – by which is meant, not the intellect or the ability to think well, but the
inclination, tendency, and disposition. Paul writes in Romans 8:5 – 7 “Those who live according
to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful
man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to
God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature
cannot please God.” Notice how Paul writing under the direction of the Holy Spirit talks about a
part of our tendencies in thought to be actually antagonistic to surrendering deeply to God. “It is
hostile to God.” He is not talking about evil actions but the selfishness behind actions.
The Law of Sin is another way Paul describes this inner propensity to the wrong. It is another
way of saying that humans have an inward “bent to sin,” which prompts actions. It isn’t a law as
in a statute or ordinance but a law like gravity that is universally true of human beings apart from
the power of God to set us free.
Romans 7:21 – 25 “So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with
me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in the members
of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin
at work within my members. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The Scriptures teach us the truth that all of us must agree with and address if we want to walk
with the Lord Jesus and bring honor and glory to Him here on earth. We all must face The “Big
I” and the Deadly Inner Conflict! What the Bible teaches us is that when we come to know
Christ as Savior and Lord we are washed of personal guilt, of sin and transgressions. But being
born of heaven does not deal a deathblow to the inner nature we all inherited from our humanity,
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the evil heart, the carnal mind, and the law of sin. We are given a new nature in Christ without
the removal of the old one!
We are brought into a deep sense of inner conflict. We see in our hearts and souls the bent to run
everything through the grid of self and its interests. The very essence of this indwelling sin issues
is a fundamental bent toward self-authority or self-sovereignty. This includes what we think
about the kingdom of God and our church life with others. It is so much easier to engage in
academic and intellectual exercises than it is to come to the reality of the cross of Jesus and put
my right to self-governance to death in Jesus each new day.
II. The Holy Spirit’s Role:
Romans 8:1 – 4 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and
death. For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God
did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he
condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully
met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”
Notice with me that what is said in this passage of Scripture is that what Jesus has done for us at
the cross is sufficient for the removal of the law of sin living in the human heart. It is the role of
the Holy Spirit to take what Jesus died to make available to us and to apply it to our hearts,
Setting us Free from the Power of Sin to enslave us, from the inner tendency to sin to continue
to rule our hearts.
As an illustration of what the Holy Spirit does in the believer in regard to the sinful nature, the
bent to sin, think about what happens when a light switch is thrown in a dark room. The inner
light in a human heart and soul is completely dependent upon an outside source of light getting
in and abiding just like in a dark room in a house. The turning of the light switch to on brings
light into the room and the light drives out the darkness. It doesn’t prevent the darkness from
returning if the source of the light is removed but it removes the darkness from ruling the room!
There are four New Testament words that describe what the Holy Spirit does in the believer’s
heart as He leads us and we keep in step with Him. Let’s be crystal clear that this is the work of
the dynamic presence of the Holy Spirit and our part is to cooperate with Him as He works in us.
Katharidzo – Purifies our Hearts of all unrighteousness. The word katharidzo means, “to
heal,” “to make whole,” and “to purify.” This is not a self-purification but a divine cleansing,
healing, purifying work done by the Holy Spirit as we cooperate with Him.
The Holy Spirit also works in us and Circumcises our Hearts – God’s provision of the Holy
Spirit’s presence and power in us actually works in our hearts to cut away the useless sinful
nature, excises self-interest. He will do this for each and every one of us if we will hold still for
the cutting!
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Frees Us From the law of sin, the bent to sin – Romans 8:2 “the law of the Spirit of life set me
free from the law of sin and death.” God’s provision is to emancipate us from the power of sin to
enslave us any longer, to set us free from the tendency we have in us toward defeat. This is
central to the atoning work of Jesus – that sin may no longer rule over our lives anymore!
Sanctify us – the Greek word hagiadzo, meaning to make us holy by presenting us wholly to
God, to set us apart, to consecrate us for sacred use, and to render us useable to God because He
has purified our hearts of inner sinful tendencies.
III. The Believer’s Surrender to His Presence:
Romans 8:5, 6 “Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that
nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the
Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and
peace.”
Romans 8:12 – 17 “Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation – but it is not to the sinful nature,
to live according to it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to
fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are
heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that
we may also share in his glory.”
Paul told the Roman Christians the truth about living the Spirit-led life in no uncertain terms. He
said there are two natures living in a person who has received Christ Jesus as Savior and
Redeemer, the nature of the Holy Spirit and the sinful nature of our humanity. He went on to tell
his readers, then and now, that we must not live according to the sinful nature’s longings and
desires, but rather to make the choice to live according the nature of the Holy Spirit.
Paul tells us that we are responsible to make the choice to meet with Jesus Christ under the Holy
Spirit’s leadership, to go to the cross of Jesus on which sin was crucified, and to put to death in
Christ Jesus the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Paul states this clearly in Romans 6:6
– 11 and even more succinctly in Galatians 5:24, 25 “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in
step with the Spirit.”
When the believer in Christ Jesus is engaging in this incredible work of the heart, surrendering to
the Spirit’s leadership and going to the cross by faith putting the sinful nature to death in Christ,
a wonderful thing emerges in his/her life. We begin to see in our lives the Image of Jesus more
and more clearly. Romans 8:29 “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the likeness of his Son,”
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II Corinthians 3:18 “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord who is the
Spirit.”
The image of Jesus arises in our hearts in two regards:
1.) Affections of our Hearts – What a person is in his/her heart of hearts, the secret places of the
inner being can be measured by what he/she loves and hates. Does he love what God loves, His
church, His people, and the lost and irreligious? Does he hate sin, transgressions, destruction of
relationships, and things that cause pain in life?
2.) The Mind of Christ – how we think about God and His holy kingdom of the heart,
ourselves, others, and view life in general. Do we think about these things and people issues
from a perspective of compassion, mercy, and grace? Philippians 2:5 “Your attitude should be
the same as that of Christ.”
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January 24, 2021
“LIVING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT:
3. The Divine Provision”
Romans 8:1 – 11
Introduction:
The Almighty God has purposed in His heart to K________ each one of us I______________, as His
sons and daughters, by His Presence living in us.
Satan and his beings hate God and violently oppose God’s Spirit living in us, transforming us, using
us as vehicles of God’s G_______ and G_______!
The difference between Satan’s agenda for people and God’s design is the answer to this question:
How does one become like God?
Let’s go back to Paul’s principle: It is the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives that M_______ us
the sons and daughters of God. Romans 8:13 – 16
Isaiah 14:14 is a prophecy about the agenda of Satan. Notice what Satan says: “I will make myself like
the Most High.”
Here is what the Bible says about this important topic. Sooner or later we will all come up against a
built-in P_____________ to F____________!
There are lots ways Christians tend to look at this leaning to what is wrong in “face-saving-ways.”
1. Those who excuse this leaning on the basis of experiences in life …
2. Those who blame it on personality development or temperament …
3. Those who write theologies that excuse it …
4. The whole superior thinker and intelligence theory …
5. The thought that we can grow ourselves into holiness if we work hard …
These excuses can sound logical and perhaps rational if assume what the Bible does not assume … If
we assume the Christian is now internally sound with nothing fundamentally W________ with their
H_________.
The critical question: Does the Holy Spirit have control of the entire temple? There are fundamental
H________ issues that must be addressed
I. The Holy Spirit’s Role in Conviction:
When a believer in Christ sees the wired-in tendency to failure …
We find our ability to change ourselves is insufficient for the task and we can tend to despair. We
find increased knowledge, skill, and maturity have not cleansed us of A_____________ we don’t
like, S_________________ within us, nor have they kept us from D_________ that grieve us within.
The Scriptures teach us the problem lies deeper than attitudes and behaviors. It lies in the human
heart. Romans 7:14 – 20
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The Bible says there is an inner problem: The presence of a S__________ N___________ living in us
because we are human beings, the “bent to sin.”
Three New Testament terms for the inner inclination to sin:
1. An E______ H__________: Jeremiah 17:9, Jesus’ words, Mark 7:20 – 23
2. The C_________ or S___________ M______: Romans 8:5 – 7
3. The L____ of S____: Romans 7:21 – 25
We must all face and deal with the inner conflict, the bent to run everything and everyone through
the grid of self and its interests!
II. The Holy Spirit’s Role in our Hearts: Romans 8:1 – 4
Paul writes the truth what Jesus did on the Cross is sufficient for the R___________ of the “Law of
Sin” living in us. It is the Holy Spirit’s role to lead us to take what Jesus did for us and apply it to our
hearts S_________ us F______ from the P________ of sin to E__________ us!
The illustration of the “light switch in a dark room”
Four New Testament terms for what the Holy Spirit does in the believer:
1. He P_____________ our H__________ of unrighteousness
2. He C_________________ our H__________ cutting away the useless
3. He F______ our H_________ from the law of sin
4. He S____________ our H__________
III. The Believer’s Surrender to His Presence: Romans 8:5, 6 and 12 – 17
Paul taught the Roman believers and us today, there are two natures living in the believer in Christ
Jesus …
Paul teaches us we are each responsible to C__________ to go to the Cross of Jesus under the
Spirit’s leadership and P____ to D________ the sinful nature with its passions and desires! Galatians
5:24, 25
When we are engaging in this deepening surrender to the Spirit’s work in our hearts, we will see in
our lives the I_________ of J________ more clearly. Romans 8:29 and II Corinthians 3:18 Two key
areas of this inner heart change: The A_____________ of our hearts and the M_____ of Christ.
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. The Lord God has an eternal purpose in His heart and mind for human beings. What is that
purpose and how is it achieved in life?

2. The arch-enemy of God, Satan, also has an eternal purpose for human lives. What is the evil one
trying to get people to do? Why?

3. Why is it so important for believers in Jesus to be certain of the truth that we are God’s child,
spiritually adopted by Abba God in Christ Jesus by the Holy Spirit?

4. Why is it important for us to know the Biblical truth that our human effort, our ability to change
ourselves is insufficient to deal with heart attitudes and desires?

5. What are the terms Scripture uses to describe this inner tendency, proneness to failure? What
do each of those New Testament terms mean?

6. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in leading us to deal with this inner leaning to sin, the
presence of the sinful nature? Where and to whom is the Holy Spirit leading the believer?

7. Why is it so important for the believer in Jesus to cooperate with the Holy Spirit as He leads us
to the Cross of Jesus to put to death the sinful nature with its passions and desires? Why is our
choice to surrender to His work so important?

8. Read together aloud Galatians 5:16 - 26 and share insights you have about the ministry of the
Holy Spirit as He leads us to the Cross of Jesus.

9. Read together aloud Romans 6:1 – 14 and discuss insights you have regarding how the Holy
Spirit leads us to be set free from the power of sin to control us and enslave us to doing things we
don’t want to do.

10. What impacted you as you heard the message about the Person and the power of the Holy
Spirit dwelling in the human heart and soul, setting us free from sin’s power to control us, enslave
us, delivering us from sinful self-interest?
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