October 4, 2021 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY:
“What Jesus Did for You and Me!”
This morning is “World Communion Sunday 2020!” The thing I have been called by the Spirit of
God to focus our attention on, as we meditate on the meaning of Communion, is something that
God considers to be of inestimable and eternal importance: “The Broken Body and the Shed
Blood of Jesus Christ.”
So, as you hold your emblems, we must begin with the truth that the bread represents the body of
Jesus offered to God the Father in love, to take away our sins, guilt, and shame! The Scriptures
teach us the Lord God requires that a voluntary offering, a “sin substitute” will carry, bear away
from us our sins. That is what Jesus was doing on the Cross. He was bearing our sins, taking
them away from us! That is exactly what John the Baptist declared to his followers: “Behold, the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
The cup represents the blood of Jesus, shed for us on the Cross! Speaking by the Holy Spirit,
Peter wrote: I Peter 1:17 – 21: “Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work
impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with
perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life
handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without
blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last
times for your sakes. Through Him you believe in God who raised him from the dead and
glorified Him and so your faith and hope are in God.”
Peter is talking about our having been Redeemed by the Shed Blood of Jesus Christ and he
gives us two critical truths about what to and not to value: Don’t be friends or adopted into,
lovers of this world’s values – “live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.” Focus not on
what the world considers valuable, but on what God in Christ paid to redeem you from the curse
of sin – “it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed, but
with the precious blood of Christ.”
In this message today we are being asked to think together about why the blood of Christ Jesus
our Lord is spoken of as “precious or of inestimable value,” to God our Father. I have several
things for us to consider.
I. It Took Perfect Blood to Redeem Us:
Verse 19 “but with the precious blood of Christ, a Lamb without blemish or defect.”
As I read through the Old Testament, I am struck by the sacrificial system that God instituted
with His people Israel. The tabernacle and later the temple rites were set up around a very
complex system of blood sacrifices offered on the altar by priests on behalf of people. The
sacrifice offered to God; the blood of the animal that was shed gave to the worshipper a
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ceremonial Cleansing from the Sins he had committed. The book of Hebrews teaches us that this
sacrificial system was only a shadow of the good things to come to God’s people through the
once and for all sacrifice Jesus made for us.
Hebrews 10:2 – 4 “the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year can never make perfect
those who draw near to worship. If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the
worshippers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for
their sins. But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins because it is impossible for the
blood of bulls and goats to take away sins”
However, in that system, even though it is only a shadow of what was to come we were taught
some tremendous principles. In Hebrews 9:22 the author writes, “The law requires that nearly
everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is not forgiveness.”




The Redemption Price for sin was the shedding of blood and not just any blood will do.
The blood had to be from a Perfect, whole, complete, unblemished lamb, no defects.
The blood was shed by the Innocent on behalf of the Guilty.

This introduces us to the sacrifice that the Lord Jesus made on our behalf when He shed His
blood for us on the Cross. It was from a perfect person and it was shed by the innocent on behalf
of we who were guilty. Peter reminds us all of a biblical doctrine that is absolutely true.
Our redemption was purchased for us at a very precious and expensive price: the “precious
blood of Christ, a Lamb without blemish or defect.” Jesus’ blood is precious because it is perfect,
sinless, and innocent blood, the only thing that has the Power to Redeem us from sin.
Scripture carefully protects that twin doctrines of the virgin birth of Christ Jesus to Mary both in
prophecy before Christ’s birth and in actuality in the New Testament. Likewise, Scripture
protects the doctrine that Jesus Christ was sinless and perfect so that He could be our sin bearer!
Only Jesus could, by offering to the Father His body and His precious blood, redeem us from the
curse of sin. This truth is protected by Scripture in prophecy and actuality:
Hebrews 9:14 “How much more then will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so
that we may serve the living God.”
II Corinthians 5:21 “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might
become the righteousness of God.”
In the Old Covenant a person would lay a little lamb on the altar, watch its throat be slit and its
blood run away, it died in the stead of the worshipper to forgive their sin. The worshipper whose
heart was tender had to be torn by the sight of a pure little innocent lamb giving its life because
of his or her sin. It had to be a moving experience. Christians are people who realize that outside
Jerusalem Jesus Christ, Lamb of God took upon Himself, His innocent pure life, the guilt, shame,
and stain of our sins and chose to bleed and die; the punishment of the death our sins deserve,
Jesus took in our place. The Christian whose heart is tender can’t help but be moved by His love!
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On the Cross the Sins of humanity and the Love of God meet in the Body of the Son of God
offered for us all in love. By faith we have seen our sins, what I did to offend God laid on Christ
Jesus, we have seen Him become guilty of my transgressions. The Christian, whose heart is
tender, can’t help but be moved, torn in heart at this pure and innocent Son of God dying for us!
The blood of Christ is precious because it took perfect blood to redeem us!
II. It was Shed for Us in Love:
Romans 5:6 – 8 “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.”
The second thing concerning the preciousness of the blood of Christ in the eyes of God is that it
was shed in an act of holy, other-oriented, self-emptying love. Paul clearly brings out in this
Scripture that Christ Jesus died for us, shed His blood on the cross in holy, giving love. The
Bible teaches us that it was love that brought Jesus into the earth. It was love that caused Him to
become a man and it was love that caused Him to enter the plight, the dilemma of human sin. He
knew we were sinners and hopelessly headed for eternal hell with no way to be saved from it. So,
in love He Chose to come and Die on our behalf.
Scripture also carefully teaches us, a very important truth about the shedding of His blood. Jesus
was not murdered by the Jews or the Roman authorities. Jesus voluntarily, willingly laid down
His life for you and me. Jesus voluntarily took your sins and mine into His body as He chose to
go the Cross! No one on planet earth had enough power or might to crucify the Lord of glory had
He chosen not to go to the cross.
He told Peter in the garden – “Put your sword back in its place, for all who draw the sword will
die by the sword. Do you think I cannot call on my Father and he will at once put at my disposal
more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled that say it
must happen this way?”
In teaching the Jewish leaders about true discipleship to God and true love for God He told them,
John 10:17,18 – “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life-only to take it up
again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it
down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
When Jesus’ blood was shed in the cross it was the most magnificent Act of Love for Others the
world will ever see. We see love moving the heart of Jesus in the Garden. He didn’t want to
become guilty of our sin and shame but moved Him to pray – “Not my will but your will be
done, Father.” Love put Jesus on the cross for us, it wasn’t soldiers or the Sanhedrin.
In His death on the cross holy, self-emptying, other-oriented love stoops to Bear all of our sins
and to Die our death – love is taking our place so that we might go free from sin and death by
faith in Him! Paul tells the Corinthian believers: “God the Father was acting in Christ Jesus
reconciling all of us to Himself.”
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Jesus’ blood was shed in love for you and me, and when it touches us by faith, the prayer He
prayed for forgiveness, while shedding His blood for us becomes a reality! From the Cross Jesus
Christ our Lord prayed: “Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing!” His
love brings the human heart to a personal experience of divine forgiveness and absolute
cleansing!
III. Three People Who Experienced His Cleansing Power: Acts 16:11 – 34
Something really strikes me about these 23 verses of Scripture Luke wrote about Paul’s
missionary team in the Roman city of Philippi. Luke writes what he was there on the ground in
Philippi to see. Luke writes about the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to change a human
heart, to forgive sins, and to cleanse the human heart of its insidious self-interest, our deepest
heart-cries to know the joy of being set free from what we have done in the past! The three
stories he tells are about people who couldn’t possibly be more different from each other.
Lydia was a very “Good Woman.” She was a worshipper of God, a praying person, who was
wealthy and who went to the place of prayer to express her faith in God. When this “good
woman” heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Bible says, Acts 16:14, the Lord opened her heart
to believe the Good News, to know the joy of her sins forgiven and her conscience cleansed by
the blood of Jesus, for the first time in her life! She was so overjoyed to know her heart was
clean before the Lord she opened her home to the missionary messengers of grace and they
stayed in her home as a base of operations in Philippi.
The second person in the text is very different; a young girl who was a Fortune-teller, and
who was possessed by a Demon. This young girl was sold to be inhabited by the demonic. She
had spiritual bondage because she accepted the “spirit that gave her supernatural abilities.” She
proclaimed who Paul, Silas, and the others were: “Servants of the Most High God who are telling
you the way to be saved!” Paul couldn’t stand the demon-inspired words any longer and cast the
spirit out of the girl, setting her free immediately. She no longer had her “special abilities,”
given to her by the darkness! Paul and Silas got beaten with rods and thrown in jail because she
was so transformed by Jesus!
The third person is also very different from the two women: The Philippian Jailor. He was the
baddest cat in the whole town, badder than old King-Kong and meaner than a junkyard dog. He
was the one who administered the beating with rods Paul and Silas bore, and put them in stocks
in the dungeon. The two men prayed and praised the Lord at midnight. As they praised, the Lord
God gave a localized earthquake, broke open the cell doors and opened the shackles and the
stocks. When the jailer woke up and saw all the prison doors open he assumed everyone was
gone and he was as good as dead so he drew his sword to kill himself. It is dark, Paul and Silas
are in the inner cell and the Holy Spirit spoke to Paul, telling him to call out to the jailer and save
his life! Paul obeyed the Spirit of God, and the jailer was so overwhelmed by what the Lord did
through these two men, he fell on his knees and said, “What must I do to be saved?” The answer
was: Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved, you and your whole household.”
He believed, received Jesus as His Savior and was forgiven and cleansed of his violent and
bloody life history! We know he was transformed because he washed the wounds he helped to
put there, and then set a feast of joy for Paul and Silas with his family!
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Questions for Our Meditation:
Is there a specific point in your life you can point to when you knew for certain you had sinned
and needed a Savior a Redeemer to forgive your sins and cleanse you of all unrighteousness?
Have you ever personally owned your sins, guilt, shame, and sinful self-interest, bowed your
head, bent your knees is sorrow of heart, soul, and mind? And have you personally believed in
what Jesus did to redeem you, accepted His sacrifice bearing away your sins and welcomed to
live in your life, cleansing you of your sins, guilt, and shame?
The three stories of forgiveness and cleansing teach us a fundamental lesson. What we have done
in the past is not a barrier to faith in Jesus unless we choose to permit our past to dictate our
todays and our tomorrows. Have you been to Jesus at the Cross by faith? Have you seen your
sins, guilt, shame, and self-interest go into Jesus’ body on the Cross? Do you know the joy of
sins forgiven and a heart set free from the past because you have come to know the Lord Jesus
Christ, and His precious blood shed on the Cross has cleansed you?
If you have answered yes, you are a redeemed son or daughter of God in Christ Jesus. If you
have answered no, would you like to answer yes this morning? Would you like to know for
certain the Lord Jesus has forgiven you, cleansed you of your past, and has forgiven you of your
past, what you did or what was done to you?
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October 4, 2020 AM
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY:
“What Jesus Did for You and Me!
As we come by faith to the communion table with Jesus, I invite you to meditate with me on the
symbolism of the wafer and cup you hold.
The bread or wafer you hold represents …
The cup of grape juice you hold represents …
We are looking at something that is of inestimable value in the sight of God: The broken B______ and the
precious B_________ of Jesus, I Peter 1:17 – 21
Peter is talking about our having been R_____________ by the S______ B____________ of Jesus. Then
he gives us two critical truths about what to value and what not to value…
I. It Took Perfect Blood to Redeem Us: I Peter 1:19
In the Old Covenant the blood of an animal was shed to give the worshipper ceremonial C____________ from
S____. Hebrews 10:2 – 4
In that system we are taught some tremendous principles we should understand about the shedding of blood
and the forgiveness of sins, Hebrews 9:22 …
The R___________________ P_________ for sins was shed blood…
The blood had to be P_____________...
The blood was shed by the I_________________ on behalf of the G_________.
Jesus blood is the only thing that has P___________ to R_____________ us.
Hebrews 9:14 and II Corinthians 5:21
On the Cross the S___ of humanity and the L______ of God meet in the B_______ Jesus the Son of God
offered up for us all!

II. It was Shed for Us in Love: Romans 5:6 – 8
Paul writes that Jesus died for us, shed His blood for us on the Cross in holy, giving love. Jesus knew we were
sinners and were hopelessly headed for a sinner’s Hell, so in love He C________ to come and D____ for us
all!!!
No one on planet earth had the power to crucify the Lord of glory had He not C___________ to go to the
C_________. Matthew 26:52, John 10:17, 18
When Jesus died for us on the Cross it was the most magnificent A____ of L_________ for O________ the
world has ever seen.
In His death on the cross, holy love stoops to B_________ our sins and to D___ the death that our sins deserve!
III. Three Different People Who Experienced Jesus’ Transforming Power:
Acts 16:11 – 34
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Luke writes about the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ crucified and risen Lord, to change a human heart,
to forgive sins, to cleanse the soul of self-interest, and to deal with our heart-cries to be set free from our past!
Lydia was a very G_____ P__________

The young slave girl who was a F_________-T________ who was possessed by an evil spirit who gave her
“clairvoyant abilities”

The P______________ J___________

Questions for our Meditation: Making the Gospel Personal
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. What does it mean to you personally as you share with you church family in the Communion Table of
the Lord Jesus?
2. What were you thinking as the teaching was given about the broken body of Jesus and the shedding of
His perfect blood to redeem us?
3. What were your thoughts as you heard the teaching that what Jesus did on the Cross was to embrace the
sins of humanity and put them to death for all of us who believe, in an act of holy love?
4. Do you think a lot of people understand that our sins are taken out of us, meaning borne away from us
and the power of sin is destroyed by the shed blood of Jesus?
5. What was most meaningful to you personally as you thought about the three different people whose lives
were dramatically transformed when they met Jesus by hearing His Gospel message?
6. What does this teaching on the broken body and the precious blood of Jesus mean to your own spiritual
journey?
7. Read together aloud I Corinthians 11:17 – 34 and discuss insights you have regarding what Paul taught
the Corinthian believers about the Communion Table of the Lord Jesus.
8. Read together aloud Hebrews 9:11 – 28 and discuss insights that you have regarding the blood of Jesus
that He shed for our redemption.
9. What are some things from this message about the precious blood of Jesus that you want to think through
and apply to your spiritual life?
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