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Pastor Ken Hepner
“My Heart As His Vessel”
Luke 5:36 – 39
Introduction:
This morning, as we turn our attention to the Word of the Lord, we are looking at the theme of
spiritual renewal of our hearts and lives. For the past two weeks we have been studying the
longing in the heart of God to Walk With each of Us by His indwelling Holy Spirit, to move in
our lives and make Himself known to us. He dwells in people who love and cherish Him, who
desire Him, thus renewal is a really crucial subject for us!
Inherent to this whole concept of the spiritual renewal of our hearts is the fact that God has called
us to work with Him to accomplish His task of World Evangelism. We are the body of Christ,
His vehicle, through which He works and accomplishes His will. Our job is to spend time with
Him and be soft, supple and teachable people, who are keenly aware of how much the Lord
desires to use us to touch others with His mercy, grace and salvation!
There are such vast amounts of difference between the omnipresence of God and the manifest
presence of God. In omnipresence, the general sense that God is everywhere, people go on as
before in sin and wickedness, the enemy is free to do his evil works in human lives, and social
structures are corrupt. But when the manifest presence of God is on the earth, sin is seen as
exceedingly sinful, the enemy is forced to withdraw, and social structures change.
What we long for is the physical reality of the manifest presence of God, here and now on the
earth. What we are longing to experience is the manifestation of God’s grace and mercy in
power, the Same Order that is in Heaven, manifest on the earth. That’s what Jesus taught us to
pray in His model prayer, “May your kingdom come and your will be done here on earth as it is
in heaven.” We long for Him to draw near to us, using us as change agents in the world.
When the manifest presence of God is visiting the earth, and the Spirit of God is dwelling in the
midst of His gathered people, there are some clearly recognizable characteristics associated with
such moves of His Spirit:
When God’s presence is manifest on the earth one primary result is an Impassioned Church.
“Same old, same old” just will not cut it anymore. We are hungry and thirsty to know more of
Him personally, so that when we get together our consuming passion is to be with Him.
The second result is the Glory of the Name of Jesus Christ, His Name is held in high honor and
esteem, by all kinds of people. When our focus is on the unchurched beholding the glory of Jesus
personally, our methods of worship will definitely change!
Thirdly, the enemy and his evil forces of blinding and binding spirits are Forced to Withdraw
because they cannot stand the majesty of God and the glory of Jesus! What can and does happen
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on earth where the enemy is forced to withdraw because Jesus is being revered and adored, is the
people of God develop more passionate prayer lives!
The fourth result of the manifest presence of God, His order on the earth as it is in heaven, is that
the Unchurched and Irreligious people Turn to Him by the hundreds coming to know Him
as their Redeemer!
The Lord has made it very clear that it is His deep desire to make Himself known to all the
peoples of the earth, so any lack of His manifest presence resides with human responses to His
revealed will. We do not see the manifest presence of God on the earth, as He would like to do,
because we do not hunger for Him and pray in concert with His promises. We lack desire for
Him. What He has also made clear is that there are definite Attitudes of the Heart, Actions
birthed in our hearts, that delight Him, making Him want to draw near to us.
Isaiah 66:2b “This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at
my word.”
James 4:6, 8, and 10“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” . . . “Come near to
God and he will come near to you.” . . . “Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will lift you
up.”
As the Lord acts on the earth, pouring out the Holy Spirit into the lives of people and churches,
His new moves and manifestations are being referred to widely as the flowing of the River of
God’s presence. His ways are new, dynamic, and transforming. That is a given as He has
promised in Scripture.
Each one of us brings to the Lord an individual will, a heart, a mind that can and must make
some choices about our hearts desire to experience Him on His terms, to walk in His ways, being
transformed by Him. The crucial issue to our preparation for Him is that of our heart’s desires
being renewed!
We are looking into the issue of Spiritual Passion to know and walk with God Himself, by His
indwelling Spirit. We are looking into the concept of our hungering and thirsting for more of
God to invade more of me. Spiritual passion is a result of having a repentant and broken heart.
This is not Mere Emotion; it resides in the choices I make in my will!
I. The Metaphor of the New Wine and Old Wineskins:
Luke 5:37, 38 “And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will
burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must be
poured into new wineskins.”
Jesus is expounding a really powerful word picture to the listeners of His day. Most if not all of
them would have been familiar with the picture of wine and wineskins, given the fact that wine
in their day was the way they kept water pure, and like a glass of Coke today. The new wine was
what came right out of the presses, the grapes having been squeezed into a liquid form.
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The new wine had to be placed in containers to go through the fermentation process, so they used
large handmade leather, or similar texture fabric, wineskins. The skins were made of the hind
quarters of some animal, sown together, with the leg portion of the skin as the pouring spout.
They were typically still covered with the hair of the hide, which looked pretty gross!
Each skin contained several gallons of new wine. Each skin was sealed and hung up until the
wine had gone through the fermentation process. The wineskin, being new material, was supple
and could expand and contract with the wine as it “worked.” Wine changes in composition as it
“works” in the container, and when it is finished it is permanently altered in nature.
This is a Picture of the New Things the Lord does as He walks among His people and does His
works in the human heart. Renewing works of His Spirit are not easy periods to go through, by
any stretch of the imagination. The Lord “works” significant changes in us by His Spirit,
transforming the actual nature of and the composition of our lives. Renewal moves of God
require a flexible container to be able to stand the spiritual fermentation process!
The metaphor of the old wineskin was again a familiar picture to the people to whom Jesus was
speaking. As the wine inside the skin was consumed, the wineskin shrunk in size and diameter, it
shortened and narrowed. With the passage of time and the dispensing of its inner contents it was
reduced.
The old wineskin, as it reduced in size, also got hardened in texture as it aged and shrunk
because the contents were being removed. We all know leather that is not treated with some
moisturizer hardens as it is exposed to the elements. Having been through a fermentation process
would really speed this hardening process.
This points out a problem of the human container we have, the human heart, which may be
focused on something the Lord did in our lives in a previous time He worked in us to transform
us into the image of Jesus. As He comes into us in power and “works” in our lives to change us,
taking us through spiritual inner Spiritual Transformation, it is analogous the wine in the skin
during the fermentation process.
We can stay hungry and passionate, and continue to be filled with His presence. But as we
empty, without experiencing more of Him, we choose to be reduced. Ephesians 5:18 “Do not be
drunk with wine which leads to debauchery; instead be filled with the Spirit.” (The verbs are in
the present indicative active tense.)
If we do not choose to go on being filled with His heart and passions, and if we don’t permit His
heart of love for the lost and irreligious people around us to pour into us, our hearts, as containers
of His passion, are reduced in capacity, our Hearts become Hardened and Narrow.
If we permit our hearts to be reduced in capacity, like the wineskin that is reduced in size, our
hearts become hard and we will find ourselves going through outward motions and outside
looking in at the Holy Spirit’s dynamic working on the earth in people! With the passage of
time and without the renewing presence of the Spirit, we are both narrowed and hardened.
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II. The Wineskin as a Picture of the Human Heart:
Luke 5:37, 38 “And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will
burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must be
poured into new wineskins.”
What Jesus was talking about was that the human heart must be made new in order to contain
what God is presently doing in the world. It is analogous to the new wine needing a soft, pliable,
and supple wineskin as the container for the fermentation process, the change in essential
composition the wine underwent. What He is up to is new and dynamic life-change, and that is
something we must choose to desire, more than anything else.
Notice the context of Jesus’ words, about the new wine and the old wineskins, as He responded
to the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. They were complaining about Jesus’ ways with the
people, that He didn’t fast and pray like they did, and that He ate with tax collectors and sinners.
He was revealing God in a new way and it was blowing their spiritual circuits! Their old
wineskin was bursting and the new wine was running out on the ground.
Their old wineskin could not contain this new way of the Spirit of God in Jesus, and
something was fermenting inside them. He was gracious and loving to all kinds of people.
He laughed and loved, and extended mercy to people who didn’t deserve it. Then He had
the audacity to tell everyone God told Him to do this!
The new wineskin represents a heart that has been made new by God the Holy Spirit and is
therefore, capable of experiencing the new things He desires to do! Becoming a new wineskin is
an exercise of the will, responding to His offer of grace and salvation, being forgiven of sin and
guilt, and made new inside. It is choosing to act in keeping with God’s presence in our lives, His
dynamic and transforming power in your life and mine.
The old wineskin represents a human container, a heart that once was soft and pliable in the
hands of the winemaker, and was poured full of the new wine. The Lord had definitely worked in
the Jewish people, in His ways with them in the past. But here was the Son of God standing
before them, an outpouring of the new wine of the Spirit and they were too narrow and hard to
receive Him. They just could not see the way of the Lord in Jesus.
Jesus said of them, they were so narrow and hard they wouldn’t even try the new wine of the
Spirit He demonstrated, verse 39, “And no one after drinking the old wine wants the new, for he
says, ‘the old is better.’” They were trying to assimilate the new wine of God in an old container
and it was breaking them up, cutting their hearts. They couldn’t see this for what it was so they
accused Jesus of being intentionally disrespectful of their customs and traditions, and began to
blame Him for choosing the hurt their hearts!
What they needed was the Renewing Works of the Spirit of God in their container,
preparing them to become containers for His new ways of working in the human heart.
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According to the historians of the day there was a process by which Winemakers could take an
old wineskin and restore it to newness. It required a time consuming and painstaking process of
soaking the skin in a vat of salt and water solution to moisten it, so that it could be reshaped,
stretched back to its original size, to handle its original capacity.
Then as the skin began to dry, the winemaker would rub it, by hand, with oil solution. As the
leather absorbed the oil solution it became softened and more pliable, capable of expanding and
contracting. This process was repeated again and again until the skin was deemed capable of
holding the new wine as it fermented.
This rather grueling and time-consuming process made the old wineskin new again. It is
important to remember the winemaker Repaired the wineskin to Prepare it for useful
service again, to pour his desired contents into it.
Jesus is the winemaker, the Spirit is the new wine, and we are the wineskins. He wants to repair
and prepare us to be containers for usefulness, to be poured full of His desired contents! What a
beautiful picture of what the Lord Jesus desires to do today in the lives of people in whom He
has worked before by His Holy Spirit, and in the corporate lives of churches in which He has
poured Himself out in manifest presence before!
With the passage of time and with the winding down of spiritual momentum in a person or a
group, the individual wineskins and the corporate wineskin, which once held precious amounts
of the new wine God was pouring out, have shrunk in Capacity, narrowed in Focus, and
hardened in Complexion. As one studies historical records of movements of God, there is a
clearly observable cycle that has happened all too often.
The First Generation experiences the new move of God and as He works on the earth in
manifest presence and glory, lives are changed by His power, and new ways are established in
the group.
The Second Generation from the move of the Spirit, is familiar with the new ways of God, and
observes the power of God, but hasn’t experienced the life change in their hearts. They also see
the counterfeit “working” the enemy sows and conclude the new way of the Lord is a good but
perhaps imperfect thing. They tend to revere as heroes the ones they saw as genuinely affected
by the Spirit of God.
Third Generation away from the move of God, has only an intellectual understanding of why
things are the way they are. What was a fresh move of God’s Spirit, is now a way to think, a way
to live, and a list of behaviors to be emulated.
The Fourth Generation away from the move of God, looks back at it and writes historical
records of it, institutionalize it, and immortalize it theologically.
There is only one way I know to stop the loss of spiritual inertia. As I study church history, I see
only one way to not experience the cycle of loss of focus, narrowing, and hardening that happens
in the hearts of people who experience new moves of God’s Spirit. That way is to go on with
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God to the next levels with Him and have Him continue to pour out His Spirit, His will into our
lives, to connect meaningfully with His heart for WORLD EVANGELISM!
III. The Issue of our Hearts:
The apostle Paul made it very clear that we are called to cooperate with God the Holy Spirit in
gaining and maintaining the “territory” or the “ground” of our lives as individuals, families, and
church families. Paul wrote to the Ephesian believers, Ephesians 6:11, 13, 14a: “Put on the full
armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. Therefore, put on the
full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and
having done everything, to stand. Stand firm, then, . . .”
The Ground or Territory of our lives can be understood in four different ways. First, it can
refer to our individual lives, which we must personally defend. Second, it can be referring to the
ground of our family life. Third, it can be in reference to the corporate ground of our church
family, the victories that have been won in our churches. Fourth, ground can be referring to the
ministry territory we have been given by God for a specific town, city, or region, as Paul spoke
about in II Corinthians 10.
The clear implication is that we cooperate with God in taking our ground and we must
cooperate with Him in defending it! Four Principles for Ground Standers:
#1. It is our ground, having been given to us by the grace of God through personal faith in
Jesus Christ our Lord. The Lord Jesus has washed us in His precious blood and made us His
own, cleansed holy ground.
#2. We can lose ground through the enemy’s schemes and attacks. Present victories must
not be assumed to be permanent so that we let down our guard. There are two dangerous
extremes in this regard. One extreme is to think we are above losing ground. The other is to think
that once ground has been taken no maintenance is required.
#3. The ground we have gained in prayer must be maintained in prayer. We are called of
God to engage in active resistance of the enemy’s schemes and tactics.
#4. We can be victorious in and through the provisions of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Conclusion:
There are many facets of our lives, as those wineskins, about which we talked earlier, places of
the heart we may have narrowed and hardened over time. We do not yet see all of them as clearly
as God sees them. The Lord at times permits the enemy to attack at certain places in our hearts
and lives to show us areas in which we need to be transformed by His Holy Spirit’s power.
In every attack and scheme of the enemy, every place in our lives in which the Lord permits us to
experience suffering there is a message if we choose to have eyes to see it. The enemy is a
notorious legalist because he has to be. He is facing unlimited power with only stolen power.
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He only disburses spiritual power where he knows he can get a return, on areas of vulnerability
to harm us, in areas where we are vulnerable to attack. But if we are being successfully tempted
and attacked in a given area, we are being shown a weakness by the Holy Spirit, which He wants
to change by His power as we are broken and repent! It is a place of narrowing and hardening He
wants to make soft and supple again!
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March 8, 2020 AM
“My Heart As His Vessel”
Luke 5:36 – 39
Introduction:
We are studying God’s desire to W______ W______ each one of us by His indwelling Holy
Spirit, to make Himself known to us.
Inherent to the concept of God’s desire to do works of spiritual renewal in each of us is His
desire to have a people who will work with Him to accomplish His task of W_________
E_______________________!
There are vast differences between omnipresence of God and His manifest presence on the
earth… What we long for is God’s habitation, manifesting His life, mercy, grace in human
lives: The S______ O_________ that is in H_________ here with us!
Where the manifest presence of God is established on earth there are some clearly
recognizable characteristics in His Church and in a region!
1.) There is an I____________________ C__________
2.) There is G_________ given to the Name of J_________
3.) The evil one is F__________ to W____________
4.) Hundreds of U____________ and irreligious people T_____ to Jesus
Right now, we do not see the manifest presence of God. We lack desire, hunger for His
presence! There are definite A______________ of the heart we may embrace and
A__________ birthed in our hearts we can take.
Isaiah 66:2b and James 4:6, 8, and 10
We are looking into the issue of S_____________ P____________ to know and walk with
God by His Spirit! Spiritual passion, hunger is the result of having a broken and contrite
heart. This is not merely E_____________! Passion resides in our will and desires we
embrace!
I. The Metaphor of the New and Old Wineskins: Luke 5:37, 28
Jesus is expounding on a metaphor of new wine and wineskins they would all have been
familiar with … New wine was put in new wineskins so it could “work” in the
transformative fermentation stages!
This is such a good P___________ of the N____ T__________ the Lord desires to do among
us as He “works” in us all by His Spirit. The renewing of human hearts requires a flexible
container to be able to stand the spiritual fermentation transforming our human loves and
desires … The metaphor of the old wineskin was another thing they could clearly
understand. An old wineskin was reduced in size and hardened as it shrunk.
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Jesus is pointing out a P____________ with the human container. As the Spirit of Jesus
“works” in us doing S__________ T______________________ it is analogous to wine in the
fermentation process!
If we do choose to go on being filled with His presence daily, permitting Him to give us love
for lost and irreligious people, our hearts are reduced in capacity, and become
H_______________ and N____________!
II. The Wineskins as a Picture of the Human Heart: Luke 5:37, 38
Notice the context of Jesus’ words. He is responding to the Pharisees and Teachers of the
Law. He was revealing God in a new way and it was blowing their spiritual circuits!
Their old W______________ could not contain the new “working” of God in and through
Jesus. Jesus was G_____________ and L_________ to all kinds of people.
The new wineskin represents a heart that has been M_______ N____ by God the Holy
Spirit. Jesus told these leaders they were so N____________ and H______ they wouldn’t
even try the new wine. Verse 39 is not a compliment!
The winemaker restoring an old wineskin used a grueling and time-consuming process …
He was R____________ and P_____________ the skin for useful service again!
With the passage of time and winding down of spiritual momentum, what was once a new
work of God poured out in new containers, becomes reduced in C___________, narrow in
F__________, and H_____________!
The cycle of events over four generations after a new move of God …
III. The Issue of Our Hearts: Ephesians 6:11 – 14 (selected phrases)
Paul writes to the Ephesian Christians about the ground of every believer and every church.
This concept of G__________ or T______________ in Scripture can be seen in one of four
ways:
1. It can mean our I______________ life … 2. or our F________ … 3. or our C________
F__________ … or 4.our M__________ T_______________
Four Principles for Ground Standers!
1. It is O_____ G____________
2. We can L_______ C____________ of our ground
3. The ground we G_______ in prayer must be M____________ by prayer
4. We can S_______ V__________________ in Jesus Christ our Lord!
Concluding Thoughts
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. Generally speaking, what makes “religion” potentially dangerous? What are some ways people
might behave, who “claim to be believers in Christ” but are Christian in “name only?”

2. What was it about Jesus that so fired up the anger of Scribes and Pharisees?

3. What Scriptural pictures come to your mind when you think about the religious leaders of Jesus’
day confronting Him or trying to entrap Him?

4. What is the difference between God’s omnipresence and His manifest presence on earth?

5. What comes to your mind when you think of the imagery of the old wineskins and the new
wineskins?

6. Why does the Lord put so much emphasis on His people cultivating a broken and contrite heart,
a soft and teachable heart?

7. Do you think most Christians really understand the principles we looked at from Ephesians 6:11
– 14 about “standing our ground” as God’s people? Why?

8. Read together aloud Matthew 5:1 - 12 and share with each other which of the “beatitudes”
speaks most personally and powerfully to you. Why?

9. Read together aloud II Corinthians 10, and pay careful attention to verses 13 to 18, and discuss
insights you have from Paul’s words to the believers about his “calling” his “ground or territory.”
What does he say our “territory is in the text?

10. How are you personally being changed by the Spirit of God making the Word of God alive to
your heart and mind? Where has the Lord “planted” you and asked you to make a difference for
Him in the lives of those you love? How has He spoken to you when you were interceding for the
people in your sphere of influence: Family, workplace, neighborhood?
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