December 29, 2019 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
“Lord Jesus What Were You Thinking About Us In 1835”
Revelation 2:1 – 7
Introduction:
As we turn to the Scriptures this morning, I am deeply touched by what the Lord has done in
Raina’s and my life in the past eight years. Jesus called us to come home and join Him in what
He wants to do in and through our home church. As I think about this church being here on this
site for ninety years and in this county for 185 years, it creates a question in my mind and heart, I
need an answer to: “Lord Jesus What Were You Thinking About Us in 1835?”.
This morning we will seek to answer this question. Specifically, we are going to study what
Jesus spoke to John for him to write to the church at Ephesus. The Lord Jesus began to speak this
text into my heart and mind almost immediately after we said yes to come home to Cedar Grove.
In these words I see and hear the Heart of Jesus for this body of the Lord’s people.
This brief letter to the church at Ephesus is a call of Jesus to Return to our First Love
together. The Lord Jesus spoke it to them because He loved them dearly and wanted them to be
the best body of His people that they could possibly be. I believe He is using this text to speak
clearly to us at Cedar Grove Church about His desire for us to live our heritage of being a people
who are known by His love poured out into us and through us to others.
It is so important that we remember the truth that Jesus said all of the commandments are
fulfilled when we choose to love God and love the people in our sphere of influence. When we
love God and each other, the Bible says we are fulfilling the law of God. Paul wrote to the
Christians in Rome, Romans 13:8 – 10:
“Pay all your debts except the debt of love for others. You can never finish paying that! If you
love your neighbor, you will fulfill all the requirements of God’s law. For the commandment
against adultery ad murder and stealing and coveting – are all summed up in this one
commandment: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to anyone, so love
satisfies all of God’s requirements.”
So, if living a life of love fulfills all of God’s requirements of us, then love is the central issue in
expressing our Christian life on earth. Listen carefully to the words that Jesus said in Mark
12:30: “The most important one is this, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this, ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.”
Please notice with me how Jesus commands us to love Him. He says love is to begin in our
hearts, in our desires, and moves through our souls, informing our minds in how we think. Then
God’s love is demonstrated in our actions. How do most people in our culture express love to
God? We start with doing things for Him to show Him that we love Him, and we assume that
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love will eventually get to our hearts. We start from the outward and work inward. Jesus asks us
to start by fanning into flame our desire to love and honor the Lord with all that we are!
This text giving us Jesus’ words to the church at Ephesus is foundational to the vision Jesus
gave to us for our journey together as His people. He is asking us to Engage in Four Loves
that are fundamental and basic principles regarding what it means to live as a follower of Jesus.
Here is the brief vision statement for our church family life together:
1.) Love Jesus more than we do.
2.) Love Prayer more than we do.
3.) Love One Another more than we do.
4.) Love Serving more than we do.
Regardless of where you find yourself in your spiritual journey, these are things you can do. You
can love Jesus more than you presently do, honoring Him, worshiping Him. You can move your
prayer life from an activity you do because it is the right thing to do, to an activity you do
because you love to be in His presence praying. You can love the people in your sphere of
influence, serving them and serving together with them because you love them, seeking to make
the lives of others better because they know you.
I love how this brief letter to the church at Ephesus begins. John writes that Jesus is speaking to
the angelos in the Greek, meaning messenger, probably pastor/teacher of the church at Ephesus.
Let’s read together Revelation 2:1, 2a: “To the angel of the church at Ephesus write: ‘These are
the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden
lampstands. I know your deeds…’”
Notice three vital things about Jesus and His church that John wants his readers to grasp:
1.) First, he says that Jesus holds the seven stars in His right hand. The seven stars are the
churches Jesus is speaking to here. He wants his readers to know that they are held, “kratein” in
the Greek, by Jesus’ strong right hand. Jesus has a strong grip on His true Church all over the
world in its varying expressions, and He is in control. Our job is to recognize His leadership and
stay soft and pliable to His leading! He is the Protector, Guide, and the Guardian of His true
Church.
2.) Then John says Jesus walks in the midst of the seven lampstands. Jesus Comes and Meets
with His gathered People. The fact is that because we are gathered here together in His Name
today, He is here with us standing in our midst. It is His promise and He has been fulfilling it for
two thousand years. His life made known to us and through us is why we exist! Matthew 18:20
“For where two or three come together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”
3.) Third, John says Jesus Knows their Deeds. The church at Ephesus had walked through some
really hard days. It was true of the people at Ephesus and it’s true of Cedar Grove. Our church
walked through things that would cause lesser people to quit. But here we are today, worshiping
Him, because Jesus held on to us in deep love for us. Jesus knows what we have been doing. We
are His gathered people on the earth and He is watching everything that is happening and
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everything that we are doing as we seek to be a local expression of His body here in Juniata
County PA.
Jesus loves this people. These aren’t words that are spoken in the belief that they will be judged.
These are words that are spoken in the hope that they will remember, repent, return, and repeat
the things that made them a famous church in years gone by. There are great words here for us!
I. Patience, Endurance, and Steadfastness In Hard Things!
Revelation 2:2, 3 “I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you
cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and
have found them false. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have
not grown weary.”
The Ephesian church had gone through some really hard days together. John records Jesus telling
them that they had worked hard and had persevered in seeking to know and establish the truth in
the face of two great problems of error that had actually infiltrated the life of their church.
Falsehood #1 – There were False Apostles who had come in among them claiming to have
higher levels of spirituality that only they had. Through this air of spiritual arrogance, they were
introducing error into the body at Ephesus. Jesus says they are evil or wicked men who aren’t
marked by love and grace and mercy, like He and His called spiritual leaders are marked.
There never seems to be a shortage of people around who’ve never led anyone to Jesus but who
want a following of their own. So they take the short route to getting a following. They attack the
God-ordained spiritual leaders of a local church, call their lives and leadership into question, and
gain a following for themselves by sowing seeds of division and conflict in a local church.
Falsehood #2 – There were Nicolaitans who were complete heretics. They believed in what has
become known as dualism. The letter to Pergamum tells us more about these heretical people,
when Jesus says that they followed Balaam’s teaching. Balaam gave counsel to king Balak to get
the Israelites to indulge in sexual immorality so God would be displeased in them. The
Nicolaitans believed that the spirit was made holy but the body was impure and could never be
made holy. The flesh and bones had no share in salvation at all. So they believed they could do
anything that they wanted to do with their bodies, immorality, drunkenness, and it didn’t matter
because their spirit remained pure.
Jesus commends the church at Ephesus for what they had done in rooting out these heretical
things in the body and seeking to stay close to Him. But what happened was in all of their
eagerness to root out sin introduced by mistaken men and women, and their zeal to keep the
church pure and true, they had cooled in their personal love for God and one another.
They made the mistake that is easy to make when one is trying to judge what is and is not right.
They tipped over the edge and had begun to be fueled by what they were Opposed to and
Angered by instead of being fueled by what they passionately Loved. Their focus on standing
for truth and calling out error led them to become rigid and stoic in their orthodox beliefs. They
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were right in their thinking, but their hearts weren’t right, filled with holy, self-emptying, otheroriented love for God, their Christian friends, and the people in their sphere of influence!
II. Reduced Capacity to Genuinely Love God and Each Other:
Revelation 2:4 “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.”
As believers in Jesus we are called to be Known by our Love for Jesus and for One
Another. We are called to be fueled by what and whom we love in life. Deep love for God and
each other is the demonstration of Christian virtue and identifies us as followers of Jesus. John
13:34, 35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
What happened at the church of Ephesus was that their period of working hard to judge what was
true and good had taken the passion out of them. It reduced their Capacity to Love. They
slipped away from their earlier days of deep love for God and one another, when they were
known as the church that was filled with and overflowing with the love of God. Moral
correctness and orthodox beliefs were of little consequence when love for Jesus and one another
had cooled off significantly!
They slipped from their fervent love for Jesus and His will and ways for their lives. In Acts 19 as
we read about their early days as a church in Ephesus, Turkey. They had experienced incredible
life-change as the Holy Spirit drew them to His heart of love and mercy. They were self-giving,
compassionate toward one another, concerned for one another’s spiritual and physical wellbeing. They looked for ways to manifest the life, the love, and the mercy of Jesus.
Their laxity in love created a Heart Vacuum of Emptiness and in that heart vacuum other
things were free to grow: Things like petty annoyance with each other, differences that are
accentuated, complaint, and discontentment. God the Holy Spirit pours out His love into our
hearts as a gift from His heart to our hearts.
Each one of us is responsible to Fan that Love into Flame, meaning we engage in activities
that will cause His agape love to deepen in us, to invade the core of our being, our motives,
desires, and heart-cries! If we don’t choose to fan into flame loving God and each other, other
things are free to grow in us, things that separate us and divide us from each other.
No amount of right beliefs or making a stand for what is true and accurate will fill the void that is
left in the hearts of people who have permitted their love to cool over time. Love originates in
heaven and is the gift of God’s grace to us. We must embrace His gift of love, choosing to permit
His love to invade every part of our lives! We must fan it into flame and then choose to give it
away in loving God and each other!
III. A Fresh Call to Love
Jesus is asking us to do the things that we have been known for in the past, here at Cedar Grove
church, to come back to the basics and to do them well together. So the vision we have been
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following for the past eight years together as a church family is a fresh call to live a life of
deep and heartfelt love. Paul in writing to the Ephesian church years earlier wrote these
incredible words to them.
Ephesians 4:32 – 5:2 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you. Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God.”
Let’s be sure that we understand what Paul is saying to us about living a life of love. We aren’t
talking about human love that we bring to the table and that originates in our hearts. We are
talking about the love of God being poured out into us as dearly loved children of God, as the
gift of the Holy Spirit as He lives in our hearts. We receive love in and through Christ Jesus who
loved us and gave Himself up for us. We are called to Receive and Embrace the love He
pours out into us by His Spirit.
Love Jesus more than we presently do. Regardless of where we are on our spiritual journey in
following Jesus, we can all decide to love the Lord our God, our Abba Father, Lord Jesus, Lord
Holy Spirit, more deeply than we presently do. Love is relational. The love of God is poured out
into us by His Spirit. We receive it in our hearts and then release it through our lives as we
choose to give it away. We can engage in living a life of love that is expressed in passion to
know Him and in making specific choices to obey His will for our lives.
Love Prayer more than we presently do. All of us can decide to love engaging in prayer more
than we are presently getting alone with God. Prayer is one of those things in life that is of
tremendous importance but it will never scream for our participation. Prayer is a supernatural
activity of engaging in a conversation with God. It is not something we do because it is the right
thing to do. It isn’t something that we do and then check off of our “Good Christian to-do list.”
Prayer is the act of cultivating a relationship with the Lord, a deepening conversation between
two people who love each other.
Love Each Other more than we presently do. All of us can decide to love each other more
than we presently are loving people whom God has given to us in our sphere of influence.
Loving others, those who are His people and those who aren’t yet His people, is foundational to
walking with Jesus. Loving each other is choosing to relate, to be concerned for each other’s
spiritual and physical well-being, to care about each other’s lives, needs, and families, to
compassionately enter into each other’s suffering.
Love Serving more than we presently do. Cedar Grove Church has been known in the past for
its desire to live together in humbly serving Jesus one another as the men and the women of God
here on earth in Juniata County. This is a place and you are a people who stand on a legacy of
great spiritual passion to be the people of Jesus.
This house was so full of the love of God in Christ Jesus, that you shoveled mercy and grace on
Raina and me as we began our spiritual journeys here! Brothers and sisters, heartfelt and deep
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love is what we must be known for in this community. And it starts with each one of us
experiencing His love deeply in our hearts so we can express it to Him and to each other!
IV. The Road of Return
Revelation 2:5a “Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you
did at first.”
There are four really simple steps that we are asked to embrace and to take in order to be
recipients of His divine love and reservoirs through whom His love is made manifest to the lives
of people in our sphere of influence.
Remember – in the past our church was known as a place and a people whose hearts were set on
fire with the love of God poured out among us by His Spirit’s presence in our lives. We loved
Jesus and people deeply. Memory of days when we enjoyed deeper intimacy with God and we
had joy in our relationships with each other, stirs longings in our hearts to see things change!
Repent – Repentance is a powerful word that means to turn one’s thoughts around completely. It
comes from the Greek word metanoia – meaning “to change one’s mind,” “to reform one’s
attitudes and one’s actions.” Repentance acknowledges something has gone awry and that we
feel deep sorrow about it. Repentance cries out to Jesus and invites deep life-change to take place
within us and then demonstrates the life-change is happening by how we choose to live.
Acts 26:20b Paul speaks: “I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their
repentance by their deeds.”
Return – This is the incredible part of this call of Jesus. He asks us to return to our first love for
Him, to embrace His presence with spiritual passion to know Him more deeply than we presently
do. Returning to Jesus is choosing to throw ourselves on the love, the grace, and the mercy of
God, inviting Him to take His rightful place on our freshly surrendered hearts. The great truth
of our Christian faith is this: No one can meet with Jesus personally and stay the same.
Repeat – those things that you used to do that demonstrated to the Lord, to each other, and to
people who don’t yet know Jesus, how deeply you love the Lord and one another. The Lord calls
us to make sure that we are doing the first things well. He calls us to love Him passionately, love
praying with Him, and love each other with sincere love and love serving in our church life.
I John 4:11 – 13 “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No
one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete
in us. We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.”
The Holy Spirit comes to live in us and pours out His agape love into our hearts and lives. Our
part in this equation is to surrender ourselves to Him daily, to welcome Him to come and sit on
the very throne of our freshly surrendered hearts. We invite Him to invade us with His love,
which He supernaturally bestows: His divine love is embraced and given away.
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The Genuine Proof of love in the human heart is a life that is changed and is changing. When
we have chosen to love God deeply, our desires change, our mindsets change, and desires and
thought patterns change the ways that we live!
Genuine love from heaven is made known in the actions of the ones in whom it dwells! The acid
test of love is how we treat people in our lives. Do those who are closest to us see the footprints
of the grace of Jesus’ holy presence living in us? Do our actions demonstrate that the life of Jesus
lives in us?
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. Why do you think it is so important to the author of Hebrews that his readers remain steadfast
in their faith in Jesus, persevere to the end of life trusting Him?

2. What is the role of our faith in our personal salvation experience with the Lord Jesus? How does
faith increase and grow in our hearts, souls, and minds?

3. If someone asked you what is the infallible proof of our salvation in Jesus, how would you
answer them? Why?

4. Why is it so important to God that we know for certain we have open access to Him through the
finished work of Jesus our Lord redeeming us?

5. What are key differences between the Lord God using Moses’ voice and the voice of Jesus as He
walked on earth?

6. Why is it such an important thing for us to know the different ways we may hear the voice of
God today?

7. What does the author want the readers to know about God’s passion for them, His divine
jealousy? What is the difference between God’s jealousy and our human jealousy?

8. Read together aloud John 10:1 – 16 and 25 - 29 and discuss insights you have regarding how
Jesus speaks to His people today.

9. Read together aloud I Corinthians 14:1 – 19 and 29 – 33 and discuss insights you have regarding
the proper use of the communicating gifts of the Holy Spirit when they are used in the church.

10. What are some things you took away from the message on hearing and obeying the voice of
the Lord in our lives today? Why is it so important for us to carve out time in our daily schedule to
sit alone with Jesus, to read His Word and listen for His voice of direction?
12-29-2019
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Pastor Ken Hepner
“Lord Jesus, What Were You Thinking About Us In 1835?
Revelation 2:1 – 7
Introduction:
We will ask and answer the question: What was on the heart and mind of Jesus when Cedar Grove Church
was birthed?
We’ll study Jesus’ words to John in Revelation 2. In this brief message we see and hear the H_________ of
Jesus for our Church. It is a clear call to R____________ to our first L_______ together!
When we love God and each other we are F_______________ the law of God. Romans 13:8 – 10 and Mark
12:30.
The text in Revelation 2 gives us the framework of the vision Jesus has for our body: E____________ in
F_______ L_______! …
In the text John gives us three viral things to know and understand about Jesus’ will for our church:
1. Jesus holds the seven stars in His hand, He is P_____________ and G______________ of this flock of His
people!
2. Jesus walks amidst the lampstand, He C________ and M________ with His gathered people.
3. Jesus knew their deeds. Jesus L_________ in this church by His Spirit and He knows what we A____ and
what we D___ together!
I. Patience, Endurance, and Steadfastness in Hard Things:
Revelation 2:2, 3
The Church of Jesus at Ephesus had stood for the Truth of God in the face of two great problems of error that
had infiltrated the Church:
1. There were F________ A____________ among them …
2. There were N__________________ who were complete H___________
Jesus commends them for standing for truth in the midst of error, but in doing so they made a mistake often
made by churches. They C__________ in their personal L_______ for God and one another!
They were motivated by what they were O___________ to and A_________ by instead of being fueled by what
or whom they passionately L_________.
II. Reduced Capacity to Genuinely Love God and Each Other:
Revelation 2:4
As believers in Jesus we are called to be K__________ by our love for G_____ and E_______ O___________.
John 13:34, 35
They slipped from their F____________ love they experienced when the church began; Acts 19 is the story.
The laxity in their fervent love created a heart V____________ of inner E_______________, which permitted
other things to grow in them …
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Each one of us is responsible to F____ into F________ our agape love, that is engage in activities that the Spirit
of God can use to pour His love into us!
II. A Fresh Call to Love:
The vision the Lord God gave to us eight years ago is actually a call of God to return to our roots as a local
church. We are called to live a life of love: Ephesians 4:32 – 5:2 …
We aren’t talking about human love we bring to the table. We are talking about the Holy Spirit pouring His
H____ L________ into our hearts as He lives in us.
We are called to R___________ and E__________ His agape love poured out into us by His Spirit, then live
His love with one another:
Love J________ more than we presently do …
Love P__________ more than we presently do …
Love O____ A____________ more than we presently do …
Love S_______________ more than we presently do
III. The Road of Return: Revelation 2:5a
R____________________

R________
R____________
R___________
I John 4:11 – 13
The G___________ P________ of His love in a life is transformation
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