September 30, 2018 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
PRAYING FOR THE PRODIGALS:
5. “Being Transformed in His Presence”
II Corinthians 3:12 – 17
Introduction:
This we are concluding our study on “Praying for the Prodigal sons and daughters in our spheres
of influence. This is the fifth message in this series being preached in sixteen churches today, by
fourteen of my pastor brothers and me, on the general theme of heartfelt and passionate
intercessory prayer for those who cannot yet pray for themselves!
This united message series comes out of our spiritual life week meetings in 2016, held here at
Cedar Grove in our sanctuary. We had five different pastors from local churches come to Cedar
Grove and bring the Word of the Lord to us. On Monday evening my brother Bob Landis, pastor
of River Church shared a word on the Father’s Heart of Love for the Prodigals.
The Spirit of God fell on us that night in a powerful way! People were encouraged to write the
names of prodigal sons and daughters, moms and dads, friends and neighbors on pieces of paper
and bring them to the front of the church, where we laid those pieces of paper with names of
people written on them on the altar of prayer. Over 300 names were shared that night. We took
those names, photocopied them and sent them to area churches to encourage united, heartfelt
prayer for those people!
What we are uniting together and pouring out hearts out to God in prayer for is a new move of
His Holy Spirit in all of our churches in this four-county region. We are asking God to move in
the hearts of His people, to touch us deeply, putting His heart’s desires to save the lost in our
hearts, drawing us to long for people to encounter Him in powerful ways, drawing people to
brokenness and contrition over sin, deep Repentance, and Salvation by faith in Jesus!
In the past few messages we have been looking at Jesus’ wonderful teaching session on prayer
with His twelve disciples. They came to Him and asked Him to teach them to pray, in Luke 11:1,
because they saw something in His life after His times of prayer alone with the Father, which
they very much wanted! He taught them what an authentic prayer life is and does.
We have looked at three graduating Levels of Intensity in our personal prayer lives. We have
studied asking in prayer, seeking God in prayer, and today we study what it means to knock in
prayer!
The text we are going to study this morning, joining our sister churches in the region on the issue
of “making disciples of Jesus, is in II Corinthians 3. Paul wrote this second letter to the
Corinthians Christians to stress their need to walk in increasing Intimacy with God. The letter
stresses the need we all have to grow in our experiential knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
Holy Spirit draws us to His heart, convicts us of our need, makes the Truth alive within us!
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At the personal level we need to know Him, to walk through life with Him by His Spirit’s
presence living in our hearts. As individual followers of Jesus, we are as intimate with God as we
have chosen to be. This is a function of time with Him and passion to know Him, our
appropriating by faith, what is available to us at the cross.
On the corporate level when a group of people come together from having been with God
alone, then worship and adore Him together, the faith level increases in exponential proportions.
Your personal faith relationship with Jesus and mine, have a direct impact on the level of faith in
the Word of the Lord we enjoy as a church family. Genuine Faith is apprehending and being
apprehended by the Living Word of God! The question is: Do we believe God’s Word as much
as He does?
Paul wrote the letter of II Corinthians under the Spirit’s direction to Challenge them to see their
Need of the Holy Spirit’s Presence in their lives, working to transform their hearts’ desires! He
wanted them to correctly see and understand their culture. These people lived in an incredibly
dark spiritual climate, filled with occult practitioners, idol worshippers, and sexual immorality.
Paul counsels them in this letter to see how desperately they need the Spirit of God to teach them
how to live victoriously in Christ Jesus, over the darkness.
Which brings us squarely back to the issue of the Biblical Worldview, or a paradigm of
Cosmic Conflict. The Bible presupposes, but never systematically defends anywhere, a spiritual
warfare between the Lord God Almighty, and the human and angelic beings who do His bidding,
opposed by evil, willfully Rebellious forces who detest the will and majesty of God.
The Bible presupposes a real Satan, which is a word that literally means “the opposer.” This
created spiritual being is named “The Adversary,” “The Enemy,” and “The Prince of this Dark
World.” His place in heaven was lost when he chose to voluntarily rebel against the will of God
the Father, and led an active rebellion of angelic beings. This active rebellion continues today as
the enemy leads both angels and people in revolt against the will of God.
The Bible presupposes a real spiritual Conflict, a spiritual battle that rages in the spirit world.
That the conflict is real, means that God does not omni-control the outcome of every skirmish.
The fact of the matter is that spiritual battles can be won and they can be lost. There is an
intersection between what happens on the earth and what happens in the heavenly realms. The
intersection resides in human will; personal lives and the corporate life of a city or region! The
Bible presupposes a cosmic and spiritual picture of the heavenly realms, plural.
1.) The Bible speaks of a “third heaven,” into which the apostle Paul was taken in the spirit. He
wrote about this experience in II Corinthians 12:1 – 6. In II Corinthians 12:2 Paul says, “I know
a man who in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven.” Biblically
speaking it is the place where God dwells in perfect power and authority. His will is done
completely there. It is considered the throne of God, who reigns over all the beings present there.
If there is a third heaven, then there must also be a second and a first heaven.
2.) Biblically speaking, the immediate spiritual atmosphere around us, is the first heaven. In the
confines of the material world, around and through it, there is a spiritual atmosphere. Spiritual
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Beings can and do manifest in this first heaven, probably more than many of us realize. That is,
around us angels and demons can appear and interact with us. We should expect and anticipate
this according to the Scriptures.
Take angelic appearances for instance. In Acts 12:7 – 10 we read, “Suddenly an angel of the
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up.
`Quick, get up!’ he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. Then the angel said to him, `Put
on your clothes and sandals.’ And Peter did so. `Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,’
the angel told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel
was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. They passed the first and
second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they
went through it. When they had walked the length of the one street, the angel left him.”
In the letter to the Hebrews, the author makes a statement that presupposes angelic appearances
to the people of God. Hebrews 13:2 “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some
people have entertained angels without knowing it.” The author clearly implies that angels will
show up in our lives from time to time. This is not to be considered something far fetched at all,
but a normal part of being a spiritual being, living on earth, with a transrational worldview!
As we welcome the Holy Spirit to come and work in lives of people in our area, we should also
expect the enemy of our souls to be unhappy and oppose the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives
of people where Jesus Christ our Lord is being glorified on the earth. Satan and his demonic
hosts absolutely hate the glory and majesty of Jesus on the earth. Consider the many stories of
demons manifesting in the lives of people when Jesus walked the earth. When He draws near to
His people today, why should things be any different?
What Paul wanted them to understand is that they had to have a basic understanding of the
cosmic conflict paradigm if they wanted to live in the presence of the spiritual darkness as
victors in Christ Jesus. He wanted them and us, to realize we, who have responded to the Lord
Jesus Christ by faith, are now a part of this cosmic conflict.
What we do and what we proclaim in prayer, preaching, and witnessing does have an affect in
the spiritual atmosphere. Furthermore, we can not truly understand what the Word of God
teaches if we fail to reckon with this basic, underlying presupposition. We’ll just find ourselves
debating and explaining away as metaphorical, the supernatural aspects of the Word, to our own
spiritual demise!
I. The Ministry of the Spirit Today:
II Corinthians 3:7 – 12 “Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on
stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because
of its glory, fading though it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the
ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings
righteousness! For what was glorious has not glory now in comparison with the surpassing
glory. And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory that lasts!
Therefore, since we have such a hope we are very bold.”
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The powerful illustration that Paul is bringing to our mind’s eye here is the incredible visitation
of God Almighty with Moses on the mountain when the Old Covenant was established. There
was a powerful and magnificent physical presence of the glory of Jehovah as He came down and
visited with Moses, giving him the Law. Moses would go up on the mountain with God,
accompanied by his young aide Joshua and there the Lord would converse with him, speaking to
him the things He wanted Moses to lead the Israelites to do. As the Lord and Moses met together
the people would watch this all take place and just marvel at what they saw.
At one point we are told the people of God, bowed down in worship as Moses and Joshua
entered into the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord came down and settled on the tent with
them in it.
We are also told the presence of God was so intense that as Moses came out from having been
with God his face would be so radiant, he had to put a veiling over it so the Israelites could look
at him. Paul’ point here is that if the Old Covenant that brought the Law came with the presence
of the glory and majesty of God, how much more, will the Spirit of God manifest the glory of
God in our lives who know His Son?
The one place that really touches my heart regarding Moses interactions with God on the
mountaintop is after his intercession with God, on behalf of the Israelites had so horribly sinned
in the incident with the Golden Calf. Moses is alone, with God on the mountaintop. He asks that
God go with them, even though the people have grievously sinned, and God says He will do so.
Moses then asks to see God’s glory, because they were considered to be friends by the Lord.
God does so, but He hides Moses in the cleft of the rocks on the mountain, covers Moses with
His Hand, and merely allows Moses to see His back as He passes by. Even this experience, as
limited as it is, has an affect on Moses’ heart of tremendous amazement at the Lord’s Glory.
Paul’s point to the readers at Corinth and, therefore, to us that as Moses had the passionate desire
to be with God, to see His glory, and to be changed in His presence, even so, we should learn
from His example. We can and must adopt an attitude of Boldness to Press into the glorious
presence of God as we devote ourselves to Prayer and Intercession for those we love. There
are people you love who cannot yet pray for themselves. They need you and me to intercede for
them!
The implication is that there are barriers or impediments to pressing into His presence and laying
hold of Him. Some of the more glaring barriers to pressing into His throne-room would be
feelings of unworthiness, feelings of Condemnation a kind of free-floating guilt, that He
wouldn’t really want to be with me!
Another barrier in some of us is, Complacency or spiritual Apathy about the things of God, a
sort of “go with the flow,” “I’m happy with my spiritual life just like it is,” mentality. “I think
these people who talk about passion for God are just emotionalists.”
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Another barrier is our scientific, Rational, and deductive worldview that explains away the
spiritual and supernatural occurrences in the Bible as merely for back there when the apostles
lived. The thought here is that personal intimacy with God and accompanying signs and
wonders of the Spirit aren’t for today. That’s just too mystical. Christianity is brain food!
When we say certain gifts of the Holy Spirit are closed and no longer in operation, we are cutting
large sections out of our New Testament. The truth is when we say they are closed we are telling
those who operate in those gifts that they did not get them from the Holy Spirit!
II. The Veiled Minds and Hearts:
II Corinthians 3:13 – 16 “We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the
Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. But their minds were made dull,
for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed,
because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their
hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.”
The Old Covenant of which Paul speaks here was intended to show the Israelites their desperate
need of God’s Grace and Mercy. The Levitical Law, with its commandments and regulations
was given to them as a means for them to see how much they needed a personal relationship with
God by faith, just like the one Abraham and Moses had.
Instead what they did was turned the focus on themselves and decided they could please God, on
their own, by obeying the Law. What was intended to point them to God became a consuming
obsession with them, and this perspective turned them away from seeing their need of God
instead of toward Him.
They became Legalistic in their thinking. They focused on keeping the laws of God instead of
loving God. They were consumed with Guilt Motivation. They were consumed by the tyranny
of the “I ought to do syndrome,” and “I know better than that, I’ll do better next time,”
humanistic lifestyle.
When we think we can improve on His saving works of grace by our works, we have bought into
that mentality just as it affected the Israelites in Paul’s day, even so there is a veiling on our
Minds. When we are focused on our works for God, even when we read Scriptures about the
love and mercy of God, about His longing to demonstrate His mercy and tender affection to us,
but they don’t really register. We know at an intellectual level, about His steadfast loving nature,
His desire to forgive and to heal us through the provisions of Christ Jesus on the cross, but it
somehow just doesn’t register as the first way we think about the Lord.
Somehow, we continuously return to well-traveled spiritual paths we have taken in the past.
“When I blow it God is out to get me!” I better not fail again! What a recipe for disaster to a
relationship that is growing in intimacy with God. Think of how that works in marriage! You
get clubbed over the head in the emotional realm when you fail each other, by your own
wounded emotions and by your mate. Really makes you want to snuggle doesn’t it?
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When we buy into the legalistic mentality, in that same way it affected the children of Israel, it
can and will affect us with a veiling over our Hearts. We want to release love and affection to
the Lord God, but we find ourselves feeling like we are on the outside looking in at everybody
else. The heart connects with God by faith, beloved not by works. It is a matter of pressing in to
know Him, and taking by faith who He is and how much He cherishes us!
Sadly, when we are focused on the outward performance of legalistic duty, humanistic thinking
about spiritual things, my brothers and sisters, we can be utterly out of touch with our inner need
to experience the Spirit of Jesus giving us life and liberty to follow Him! What people in our
world need to see on earth is people who know and love Jesus from the heart, whose lives are
being transformed by His power working in us!
III. The Spirit’s Power to Change Us:
II Corinthians 3:17, 18 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is there is
freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into
his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”
As we press into the presence of the Lord by faith, in personal and intimate worship with Him,
we will be significantly changed by the experience. Moses’ experience was that his face shone,
reflecting the glory of the Lord. Similarly, when we have been with the Lord we will come
away from that experience Reflecting Him.
In almost all of our human relationships the lesser of the two is invariably pulled up to higher
levels by the greater one. That’s why we should try to hang with some people who stretch us
when we are around them. However, that isn’t why we invest our time worshipping the Lord
God. We press into His presence to be with Him, to magnify and revere the Lord just because He
is good and worthy of our praise.
But when we have truly worshipped Him, having met with Him we will reflect that encounter in
our countenance, what shows on our face. You have probably heard the expression, “the eyes are
the window to the soul.” The lines in our face, the countenance we have as we walk through life,
reflect what we dwell on and dwell around. When we have beheld the Lord God our faces will
reflect the One on whom we have been focused.
The apostle Paul is careful to tell his readers that there is a process going on here of Being
Transformed by the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit who lived in them and
presently lives in us. This is what I am praying for all of my family, friends, whom God has
assigned to me to intercede for. I am praying they will experience His great, powerful, holy
transforming love!
The words he chose were indeed profound. The word is the Greek word metamorphoumetha,
meaning “being changed in essential nature,” being changed in substance.” The picture is that
when a person turns away from following God out of duty and obligation, and turns instead to a
personal relationship with God by the Holy Spirit, there are dramatic changes wrought by His
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Spirit’s power in the nature of the person. We have new and different Wants and Desires
within!
Finally, he says the person who presses into His presence by faith, in meaningful and passionate
worship, is being transformed by His presence and power into His Likeness with ever-increasing
glory. The Biblical principle is clear and we all have to see it and understand it for ourselves:
“We become like what we worship.”
In the Old Testament it was true of idolatrous worship rites. People who live in Jerusalem who
turned away from Jehovah and unto idolatrous worship became like what they worshipped.
Invariably that is true today. We become like the One whom we love and adore in worship, we
become like Jesus as we invest quality time with Him, pressing in to know Him! As we invest
time in His presence and He moves in our lives we will become more like Jesus in heart desires,
the ways we think and what we do. And we will be set free from our own tyranny to sin and selfinterest, in order to be useable to intercede for others who so desperately need to come to know
Jesus!
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PRAYING FOR THE PRODIGALS:
5. “Being Transformed in His Presence”
Luke 11:9, 10 and II Corinthians 3:7 – 18
Introduction:
We are in a series of messages on “Praying for the Prodigals.” We are joining with 14 other pastors in 15
churches as we all preach on the theme of “Knocking Prayer.”
The series was birthed out of a message Bob Landis shared here in spiritual life week November 2016, on “The
Father’s Heart for the Prodigals.”
The Holy Spirit fell on us that night, people wrote down over 300 names of people and laid them on the altar
of prayer.
We local pastors are asking God for a move of His Spirit in His people calling us to prayer with Him for His
work in the hearts and souls of those we love, drawing them to R_______________ and S_________________.
Luke 11:9, 10 Jesus taught on three graduating levels of I_______________ in our prayer lives: Asking,
seeking, and knocking.
We join with our sister churches to share a message on “making disciples of Jesus!” We are studying II
Corinthians 3, a text in which Paul stressed their need to walk in increasing I_______________ with G____ by
faith!
G____________ F________ is apprehending and being apprehended by the Word of the Lord.
Paul wrote this letter to C_______________ them to see their N________ of His Holy Spirit dwelling in them
working to transform their desires.
This brings us to the issue of the Biblical Worldview, or a paradigm of C__________ C___________. The Bible
presupposes a real S___________ … and a real spiritual C____________.
The presence of multiple “heavenly realms” in the Scriptures: The third heaven, Paradise of God, II
Corinthians 12:1 – 6 … The “heaven” around us in our atmosphere … S______________ B_________ can and
do manifest in our atmosphere. Acts 12:7 – 10
As we invite the Spirit of God to work in the lives of people we dearly love, we should expect our enemy Satan
and his evil hosts to be very unhappy and oppose losing ground they have held in human lives for years!
I. The Ministry of the Spirit Today: II Corinthians 3:7 – 12
The illustration before us is Moses on the mountain with God. We are told Moses’ face was so impacted by
the glory of God He was R_____________! Paul’s point is the New Covenant in His Son dwelling in our hearts
should make our lives radiant too!
Moses interceded with God after the “golden calf.” He asked God to go with them. Then he asks to see God’s
glory. God covers Moses with His H_______ protects him then Moses sees a small portion of God’s
G_______.
Paul’s point to the reader is we must adopt an attitude of B______________ to press in to His presence as we
I_______________ for our loved ones!
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The implication is there are barriers to pressing in to meet with God for others: C________________ …
C________________ … and spiritual A________ about the things of God …humanistic R______________ of
the supernatural things in the Bible!
II. The Veiled Minds and Hearts: II Corinthians 3:13 – 16
The Old Covenant was intended to lead the Israelites to see their deep need of God’s G_________ and
M_________.
They, instead, became L___________ in their thinking and were filled with G_______ M__________________.
They permitted the enemy to put a veil over their M_______! … They permitted the enemy to put another veil
over their H________!
When we are focused on what we do performing outward duty to obey God, we can be C_______________
out of T__________ with our personal need to experience the power of the Holy Spirit giving us freedom to
love Jesus!
III. The Spirit’s Power to Change Us: II Corinthians 3:17, 18
Moses’ experience was that his face shone reflecting God’s glory. Similarly, when we have been with Jesus we
will come away from time in His presence R_______________ H_____!
We are called to see there is a process of B________ T_________________. Paul uses the Greek word,
metamorphoumetha “to be changed in essential nature, changed in substance!”
#1. We have new W______ and D___________…
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. As you think about our Father God longing for lost people to come to Him, do you think most people in our culture
really understand this truth about Him?

2. What are some reasons why people you know might have a difficult time engaging in the prayer battle for the souls
of people they love?

3. Why people turn away from following Jesus in life, then find themselves imprisoned in sins and struggling with doing
things they know are wrong?

4. Do you think most people today truly know they are walking in a cosmic conflict between Christ Jesus and our
enemy Satan? Why would people not be able to see and understand this Biblical truth?

5. What do you think about the illustration of God’s presence making Moses face radiant Paul used to teach his
readers what time alone with Jesus will do in our lives, our countenance?

6. There were four barriers to pressing in to meet with God in intercessory prayer listed in the message. Which one or
ones spoke more to your heart?

7. Why do legalistic obedience and guilt motivation “bind” hearts and minds?

8. Read together aloud Galatians 3:1 – 14 and discuss insights you have regarding what Paul told the Galatians legalism
is and does in a heart.

9. Read together aloud Paul’s testimony from Philippians 3:1 – 11 and discuss insights you have regarding how God set
him free from legalism.

10. What are some ways the Lord God spoke to your own heart as you heard the message? Are there convictions you
have regarding growing your passion to express your heart in your intercessory prayer life Jesus for those you love?
Can you share your thoughts with your home group members?
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