September 23, 2018 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
PRAYING FOR THE PRODIGALS:
4. “Knocking Prayer: Expressing Deep Desire”
Luke 11:5 – 13 and Luke 18:1 – 8
Introduction:
This we are continuing our study on “Praying for the Prodigal sons and daughters in our spheres
of influence.” This is the fourth message in this series being preached in sixteen churches today,
by fourteen of my pastor brothers and me, on the general theme of heartfelt and passionate
intercessory prayer for those who cannot yet pray for themselves!
This united message series comes out of our spiritual life week meetings in 2016, held here at
Cedar Grove in our sanctuary. We had five different pastors from local churches come to Cedar
Grove and bring the Word of the Lord to us. On Monday evening my brother Bob Landis, pastor
of River Church shared a word on the Father’s Heart of Love for the Prodigals.
The Spirit of God fell on us that night in a powerful way! People were encouraged to write the
names of prodigal sons and daughters, moms and dads, friends and neighbors on pieces of paper
and bring them to the front of the church, where we laid those pieces of paper with names of
people written on them on the altar of prayer. Over 300 names were shared that night. We took
those names, photocopied them and sent them to area churches to encourage united, heartfelt
prayer for those people! We pastors are seeking to create here in this area a House of Prayer for
all the Nations!
What we are uniting together and pouring out hearts out to God in prayer for is a new move of
His Holy Spirit in all of our churches in this four-county region. We are asking God to move in
the hearts of His people, to touch us deeply, putting His heart’s desires to save the lost in our
hearts, drawing us to long for people to encounter Him in powerful ways, drawing people for
whom we are praying to brokenness and contrition over sin, deep repentance, and salvation by
faith in Jesus!
There is a Biblical call which our brothers and sisters heard, felt, and responded to, the call of the
Holy Spirit to walk in increasing intimacy with the Lord our God. Over the past few weeks we
have looked at a consistent theme of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation, simply referred to as,
“The Immanuel Principle.” Immanuel means “God With Us.”
The Bible has reference after reference of God’s dwelling in the midst of His people, working in
them and through them to establish His holy Kingdom of the heart on the earth! There is deep
longing and desire in God’s heart to Know us and to be Intimately Known by us, as His sons
and daughters. We were created by God to have fellowship with Him, to know Him and to walk
through life with Him!
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The Lord God deeply desires to move in our lives, making His Heart, Mind, and Will known to
us. He deeply desires to pour His Blessings into our lives, to radically transform us so that it will
be clear to us and those whom we live around that He dwells in us by His Holy Spirit. His life in
our lives, His blessing pouring into us, and through us, becomes a vehicle to Create Hunger in
the hearts of others. He does this because He is not willing that anyone should perish but that
all people may come to know Him, to experience life with God both here and forever. It has
always been on God’s heart to have maximum global impact, to do world evangelism.
When God works dynamically on the earth one of the factors that precedes His powerful works
is the presence of Heartfelt Earnest Prayer. When the fiery and powerful presence of God is
sensed and felt on the earth, you can count on the fact that some of His people, a few or many,
have come together in prayer believing for Him to act in their midst.
Jesus promised us, “Again I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for,
it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three of you come together in
my name, there am I with them.”
Paul adds these powerful words in Ephesians 3:10 – 12 “His intent was that now through the
church the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our
Lord. In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.”
In the past few messages we have been looking at Jesus’ wonderful teaching session on prayer
with His twelve disciples. They came to Him and asked Him to teach them to pray, in Luke 11:1,
because they saw something in His life after His times of prayer alone with the Father, which
they very much wanted! He taught them what an authentic prayer life is and does.
We have looked at three graduating Levels of Intensity in our personal prayer lives. We have
studied asking in prayer, seeking God in prayer, and today we study what it means to knock in
prayer!
Prayer in its truest and genuine forms is absolutely a divine activity that originates in heaven in
the heart of God. I have used the metaphor that it is an “upstream activity in a downstream
world.” It is not merely a human exercise or discipline that I am responsible to maintain no
matter how dry, dull, boring, or irrelevant it may be. That is why so many people’s prayer lives
in the church in North America are such a problem.
The attitude we bring is that it all rests on our work we are doing for God, so we “gut it out.”
We have such low expectations for our prayer lives, no wonder it means so little to us! The
truth of the matter is that genuine and heartfelt prayer is a Two–Way Conversation between two
people who deeply Love each other and want to be together, for an hour or two!
When we pray with the Lord it is not a time for us to keep on talking, taking no time to listen to
Him who had chosen to give us His Spirit’s nudges leading us to Pray With Him. It is also a
time to listen for His voice of direction, His leading and guiding nudges, listening for Him to tell
us who and what is on His heart for us to pray with Him that day!
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Today we are studying the deepest level of expressing intensity of longing and desire to God,
prayer level #3 – Knocking Prayer. Let’s read together from Luke 11:9, 10 “So I say to you:
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be
opened.”
I. Knocking Prayer:
The clear implication from the Lord Jesus, in the passage of Scripture on graduated levels of
intensity in prayer, is that there are some things and some people that require a great deal of zeal
and effort in prayer. The implication is that there is a Closed Door standing between us and the
desired answer for which we are praying. This concept of a closed door between the desired will
of God and our praying is really interesting to study in Scripture.
First there is the concept of an Open Door for the powerful works of God in and through the
preaching of the Gospel.
I Corinthians 16:9 “a great door for effective work has been opened to me, and there are many
who oppose me.”
II Corinthians 2:12 “I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had
opened a door for me.”
Colossians 4:2, 3 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us,
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ,
for which I am in chains.”
The Evil One sometimes works to set up closed doors between the desired will of God and our
prayer poured out to the Lord beseeching Him to work.
I Thessalonians 2:17b, 18 “out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you. For we
wanted to come to you – certainly I, Paul did, again and again – but Satan stopped us.”
The Lord is the one who opens the doors that stand between the perfect Will of God and
the People who are Praying as we persist and pour out our hearts to Him.
Acts 14:27 “On arriving there (Antioch) they gathered the church together and reported all that
God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.”
Revelation 3:8 “I know your deeds. See I have placed before you an open door that no one can
shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and hove not denied my
name.”
Closed doors, for which we must have the Lord’s help to open, generally reside in the human
arena, in the hearts and souls of people, some of whom we dearly love. Here is a brief list of a
few things that can represent closed doors to the Divine Intervention of the Holy Spirit in people:
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1. Sin or Rebellion against the revealed will of God. A life that is sold to sin, Jesus says is a
slave to sin! People who are enslaved need someone to open the prison doors for them and set
them free! Knocking prayer often knocks on prison doors seeking to free those we love who are
in bondage to sin, sin’s power, rooted in self-interest!
2.Knocking prayer is often required when we are seeing a closed door through another person’s
Will, people we love who have made decisions to turn away from God, to reject His loving work
on their behalf! When someone remains unsaved or a marriage continues down a road of dying,
there are two wills involved, and the human will can become a door that must be knocked on.
3. And knocking prayer is often needed where there is a clear expression of Corporate Will
desiring something that is clearly not God’s desire. For example, there are places on earth where
the clear expression of the corporate will of the people is for something vile and sinful. You can
drive through places filled with casinos, porn shops, bars, advertising the free expression of
sexual immorality, and you feel the darkness of the place welcomed by the will of the people
there!
What we pastors are joining together to cry out to God for is a divine interruption here on earth
in corporate will of His people the Church of Jesus. We are inviting our church families to join
together in united, passionate heart-cry to Jesus, longing for the refreshing streams of God’s
Manifest Presence to fall in the hearts of people in our region, and there are competing wills
against that renewing and revival work of the Holy Spirit.
The Lord Jesus gave us a wonderful illustration or parabolic word about knocking prayer, a
Friend in Need of Bread, here in the passage in Luke 11:5 – 8. A man has just had guests arrive
and he has no bread left over from the day’s activities to set before his unexpected guest. Bread
was considered to be the sustenance of life in their culture, and food was considered to be a
blessing from one’s life to another.
Hospitality was considered to be something that was the right thing to do, regardless of
inconvenience. It was a responsibility that no one took lightly. Since there were no convenience
stores open in their culture his only hope for getting some food for his guests was from a friend.
The man went to his friend’s house in need of help to be hospitable. His friend’s character was
well known to him. The two of them were close enough that he knew if he kept on knocking at
his door, regardless of how little the man felt like helping him, he would get up and remove his
embarrassment by supplying what food he had.
What an incredible picture of knocking prayer! We know the character of Him to whom we pour
out our hearts in prayer. If we continue to pray consistently with the heart, mind, will, and
character of the Spirit of Jesus praying in keeping with His revealed will we will receive from
Him what we desire!
II. Characteristics of Knocking Prayer:
There are numerous characteristics of what is involved in knocking on closed doors in prayer.
One thing is absolutely certain about knocking on closed doors in prayer. Time means absolutely
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nothing. The only thing that matters is that we know we are heard in heaven and that we have
touched the heart of God on behalf of those for whom we pray!
It is a bit like a woman who is about to have a baby. When the time comes she doesn’t set a
watch and say, “by such and such a time I will be back from the delivery room.” On the contrary,
she comes back from the delivery room when she is holding what she birthed! Knocking prayer
is like that. There is no time involved in it and we become the embodiment of what we long for!
Possibly the most profound thing I ever heard regarding knocking prayer is the acrostic P. U. S.
H. in prayer: meaning Pray Until Something Happens!
The first characteristic of knocking prayer is the issue of being in earnest, passionate longing of
the heart and soul. We will knock on closed doors in prayer when our Desire is fueled by Need
of the fresh working of God. Desire is an issue of having deep love for the object of our prayer.
Desire is focused on the object for which we are praying as a choice of the will.
In our lives today, possibly the biggest problem with spiritual desire birthing powerful and
mighty prayer actions is that we have so many competing desires that we do not sense the
urgency and burden of God for what is around us.
The second characteristic of knocking prayer is that is a continual coming before the Lord with
Boldness. To enter into the very throne room of God and pray boldly at His mercy seat until he
acts is to act on having apprehended the promises of God and the faithfulness of Him who has
made the promises.
Hebrews 10:19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain that is his body,
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere
heart and a full assurance of faith.”
This characteristic of knocking prayer is that we come to the Lord with Confidence that we are
loved and heard, because what we are after is His will to perform.
I John 4:14, 15 “This is the confidence we have in approaching God; that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us – whatever we ask – we know
that we have what we asked of him.”
Hebrews 4:16 “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
The third characteristic of knocking prayer is the issue of being willing to PUSH, to Pray Until
Something Happens, the issue of Shameless Persistence in prayer. There are some prayer issues
that require tremendous bulldog tenacity, a refusal to quit until God acts on our behalf. The
parable of the persistent widow and the unjust judge, Luke 18:1 – 7. As Jesus concluded that
parable He told His listeners, Luke 18:8b, “However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on the earth?”
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The point is that it is not enough to say we have faith in God and in His power to act or that we
are open to what God may want to do on the earth here in Chambersburg BIC Church. True faith
is expressed in crying out to God in prayer. Earnest and persistent prayer is the language in
which faith expresses itself!
III. Willingness to Fast in Prayer:
Some doors that are closed to us are rather difficult and require radical action to attack them and
take them down. Knocking prayer is in reality Suspending myself between God and the person
or the need about which I am praying. It can bring us to the place at which we feel like we just
do not know what to do or even how to proceed, where we are at the end of ourselves so-tospeak.
When we hit these experiences in life it is important to remember to use every weapon that God
has placed in our arsenal of faith. When speaking to His disciples about increasing spiritual
passion and desire to see spiritual victories in the lives of those to whom they were ministering
He told them, “But these do not go out except by prayer and fasting.” (Matthew 17:21) Some
things for which we are praying do not get ready yes answers, and we must turn up the intensity
of our praying by fasting in prayer.
It is important to remember that we are the reason why we require prayer and fasting. Fasting in
prayer is not some magic prayer button we push, to disfigure our faces and look emaciated so the
Father God will act on our behalf because we twisted His arm. Why we require fasting in prayer
because there are inner Battles of my own Issues of my Heart! Fasting in prayer allows me to
righteously align my heart with God’s will because when I pray I want to do so from treasuring
the kingdom of God and its fruit in my life and the lives of others. As Jesus said, “For where
your treasure is there your heart will be also.”
I have two Natures that battle for my attention and activities, a human nature and a divine
nature. Each of us is sowing to one of the natures either by choice or de facto. Paul says to us in
Galatians 6, “A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to the sinful nature from that nature
will reap destruction. The one who sows to the Sprit will from that nature reap eternal life.”
Fasting in prayer is a decision to feed the Spirit and starve the fleshly nature, a concrete block of
time I set aside to please my God not myself!
I have two Passions that battle for my time and activities, a passion to please God and a passion
to pleasures and comforts of life. These passions center around two different understandings of
riches: the riches of a deep relationship with God or the riches of the ways and the stuff of this
world that is destined to become cinders some day. Fasting in prayer is about pressing into God’s
heart of love for me, about fanning into flame passion to know the Lord more deeply, and to kill
seeking my pleasures as a way of life.
I have two sets of Hungers to which I choose to give food by choice or de facto. There’s a
hunger in me for the stuff of this life, my appetites of my physical body, and there is a hunger in
me to know the Lord and His presence in my soul, to hear His whispers in my soul. Jesus clearly
taught us to sow to the hunger for God and to starve the physical appetites that clamor for our
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attention with the words of John 6:27 “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him the Father has placed his
seal of approval.”
Bottom line stuff here is that God shapes me as I fast in prayer and pour out my heart to Him for
the answers to knocking prayers I am praying. The Holy Spirit of God living in me, moves me
and shapes me, takes me deeper into the very heart of God, as I take days to fast in prayer!
Conclusion:
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PRAYING FOR THE PRODIGALS:
4. “Knocking Prayer: Expressing Deep Desire”
Luke 11:5 – 13 and Luke 11:1 – 8
Introduction:
We are in a series of messages on “Praying for the Prodigals.” We are joining with 14 other pastors in 15
churches as we all preach on the theme of “Knocking Prayer.”
The series was birthed out of a message Bob Landis shared here in spiritual life week November 2016, on “The
Father’s Heart for the Prodigals.”
The Holy Spirit fell on us that night, people wrote down over 300 names of people and laid them on the altar
of prayer.
The Biblical pictures of “The Immanuel Principle,” a term meaning G____ W______ U___.
There is a deep longing in the heart of God to K_________ us and to be I_________________ K__________ by
us!
The Lord God deeply desires to pour His B_____________ into us, transforming us so it is clear to everyone
He is living in and working in us!
When God works on the earth in powerful ways one thing that is always true is there has been
H____________ E_____________ P____________!
Matthew 18:20 and Ephesians 3:10 – 12
Luke 11:9, 10 Jesus taught on three graduating levels of prayer: Asking, seeking, and knocking. Prayer is an
upstream activity in a downstream world!
The truth about prayer is that it is a T____-W____ C___________________ between two people who love each
other! We pray in concert with Him who has nudged us by His Spirit to come and P______ W_____ H____!
This morning we are studying prayer at its most intense level: K______________ P____________. Luke 11:9,
10
I. Prayer Level Three – Knocking Prayer:
The clear implication Jesus has in His heart and mind for this call to prayer is that there are C__________
D________ standing between us and those for whom we are praying and interceding!!
The concept of closed and open doors is such a great study in the Scriptures:
First, there is “an O______ D______ for the preaching of the Gospel.” I Corinthians 16:9; II Corinthians 2:12;
Colossians 4:2, 3
Second, the E______ O___ sometimes sets up closed doors to the will of God on earth, I Thessalonians 2:17,
18
Third, it is the Lord who opens doors between His perfect W____ and His P_________ P_______. Acts 14:27;
Revelation 3:8
Here is a brief list of things that can act as closed doors to the divine intervention of the Holy Spirit in the
hearts and souls of people we love:
1. S____ or R______________ against the revealed will of God.
2. A person’s W______, having made choices to turn away from God and to reject the loving grace and mercy
of Jesus for them.
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3. A clearly visible expression of C_____________ W_____ residing in the wills of groups of people who want
the opposite of the will of God for them.
What we pastors are joining together praying for is deep desire for God’s M____________ P______________
here on earth in our midst!
The illustration of the “F_______ at midnight in N______ of B_______!”
II. Characteristics of Knocking Prayer:
P.U.S.H. in prayer: Pray Until Something Happens!
The first characteristic is D_________ fueled by N______!
The second characteristic is holy B______________! Hebrews 10:19
The third characteristic is S____________ P_______________ Luke 18:1 – 7
Earnest, passionate cries of our hearts to God is the L______________ through which F________ expresses
itself!!
III. Willingness to Fast in Prayer:
Knocking prayer is in reality S_______________ myself between the Lord God I love and the need I am
expressing!
We are the reason why we require times of fasting in prayer, because there are inner B__________ with our
own heart/soul issues:
#1. I have two N___________ that battle for my time and attention…
#2. I have two P_____________ that compete for my time and activities
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. As you think about God searching and reaching for hearts for people, do you think most people in our culture really
understand this truth about the Lord?

2. Why do you think so relatively few of God’s people engage in heartfelt, passionate prayer for others in their spheres
of influence?

3. As you think about people you know who aren’t walking with Jesus, do you think they really know the truth that God
loves them and wants to know them?

4. Why do you think there are some places on earth that seem to be concentrated places where there are so many
sinful and evil businesses?

5. Do you think most Christians today really understand the truth that real, authentic prayer is actually a two-way
conversation between the Spirit of Jesus and the child of God? Why or why not?

6. What do the Biblical authors mean when they tell us about doors being opened or closed? What kind of doors are
they? How do they become open or closed to the will of God?

7. There are characteristics of knocking prayer, passionately and repeatedly coming to the Lord for someone or
something. Which one or ones really spoke to your heart about your prayer life?

8. What does it mean to “fast in payer?” What are some ways we can fast in prayer with Jesus? Why is it necessary to
fast in prayer?

9. Read together aloud Matthew 6:16 – 18 and Isaiah 58:1 - 12 and discuss insights you have regarding the things that
God calls us to be and do when we fast in prayer.

10. What are some things the Lord God spoke to your own heart as you heard the message on knocking prayer? How
will you choose to knock in prayer with the Lord?
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