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Pastor Ken Hepner
THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS:
6. “Embracing the Glory of Jesus”
Hebrews 3:1 – 6
Introduction:
This morning we reengage in our study of the Letter to the Hebrew Christians. This letter was
written to people who were Jewish followers of Jesus and who needed to be exhorted and
encouraged to keep their eyes on Jesus, not on human works righteousness! The author writes
with deep love and passionate heart-cry to a people who were in danger of Falling Away from
their sincere devotion to Know and Follow Jesus in life!
The writer seeks to enable the reader to see the powerful truth that everything that matters in our
salvation is seen in and done by Jesus on our behalf. The Saving Action of God Almighty in the
human heart, soul, and spirit made alive, always Originates in Heaven and is always in and
through who Jesus is and what He has done on our behalf!
What the Hebrew Christians to whom the author is writing were doing was walking the
dangerous path of bringing their salvation experience into the human arena and what they had
done and were doing for God. They were perilously close to apostasy, falling away from their
sincere faith relationship with Jesus Christ, precisely because they were focusing on their works
and deeds for God as the proof of their salvation.
The Hebrew author again and again points them back to the Centrality of the Ministry of Jesus
Christ for us and our acceptance of His work on the Cross on our behalf as the foundation stone
of our salvation. The Hebrew author writes about the primary truth: What we do for God in
works and deeds is always a result of having opened our hearts to receive the ministry of the
Holy Spirit within us, motivating us to Loving Obedience!
John 14:15 – 17a “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will give you another
Counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of Truth.”
John 14:18a – 21 “Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is
the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and
show myself to him.”
It is the holy, self-emptying, other-oriented love of God poured out into us that moves us to
obedience to His commands! Romans 5:5 “And hope does not disappoint us, because God has
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom he has given us.” Always and
forever the truth remains, the love of God dwelling in and burning in a human heart is the proof
of our salvation. Our works and deeds we do must flow from the Constraint of Love!
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When we reduce our salvation experience to what we are doing in the human arena we get into
the shaky ground and murky waters of our Human Religious Effort to please God once we have
been redeemed. It is as though we are saying to Jesus: “Thank you so much for saving me, Lord
Jesus! Now I can pretty much take it from here!”
That is the essence of the negative side of religious living. It puts the focus on us and what we
are doing instead of the clear and simple ministry of the Spirit of Jesus working in our hearts!
That is precisely what these Hebrew Christians were doing and it broke our author’s heart to see
what was happening to their earlier sincere devotion to know and follow Jesus.
They were focusing on their efforts at getting it all together for God and that focus created a
danger to their souls. It could lead the astray from the simplicity and the superiority of what
Jesus had done and desired to do in them. They were becoming self-important, and had begun to
supplement what Jesus did on the Cross. They were living “Jesus And” something else. In their
case it was Jesus-and-angels, Jesus and Moses, Jesus and the Law, Jesus and the Priesthood.
This letter is written by a man of God who knew the Old Testament Scriptures and the
priesthood and sacrificial system extremely well. It is written as a Word of Encouragement,
and exhortation of the heart to remove the add-ons to what Jesus Christ had done, is doing, and
will do through His “once-and-for-all” sacrifice for sins! The author will brilliantly argue that
who Jesus and is and what He has done for us is superior and sufficient to all add-ons!
There are two key texts in the Letter to the Hebrews that will enable us to see in a nutshell what
the author holds as central as he writes. You will want to have these two key texts in your
thinking as we study this great book of the Bible:
Hebrews 4:14 – 16 “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of
grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of
need.”
Hebrews 10:19 – 22 “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy
Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is
his body, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.”
As we study this great book what God has on His heart for us at Cedar Grove is to fix our eyes
on Jesus, to remain rooted and founded in our need to Know His Saving Works! This is not just
our initial salvation experience, which is being forgiven of sins and washed in the blood of Jesus,
but is also being set free from the dominion of fleshly, selfish desires, which are rooted in our
inherited sinful self-interest.
It is in the heart of God that you and I will stay centered in and focused on the superior ministry
of Jesus on our behalf, making us alive to God in our spirit-being. The Spirit of God gives us the
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life and the love of Jesus burning in our hearts. The Holy Spirit desires to take us deeper in
spiritual insight and understanding of just who Jesus really is and the profound and powerful
nature of what the Son of God was providing for us on the Cross!
I. Focus Your Attention on Jesus:
Hebrews 3:1, 2 “Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts
on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. He was faithful to the one who appointed
him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house.”
The author begins with a calling to his readers to understand who we are because we have
responded to the wonderful gift of the Grace and Salvation of God Almighty in and through our
faith in Jesus Christ. He says his readers are “holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly
calling” of the followers of Jesus Christ. We have become citizens of another kingdom while we
live here on earth!
When he calls them hagiois he is using a Greek word meaning three things; holy or freed of sin,
set apart for service to God, and consecrated to God. He says his readers have had the awesome
and wonderful privilege of being set free from sins of their past, delivered from self-interest as a
way of life, and have been set apart for serving the Lord Jesus in life.
He then says the readers are called to “consider or fix your thoughts” on Jesus. The word he uses
in the Greek text is katanoiein, it is a word that has a powerful meaning, for the children of God
in Christ Jesus. It means to, “set your mind on, fix your attention on, or let your minds settle
down on this one thing.” It is the same word Jesus used when he told us to consider the ravens of
the field. It means to carefully observe so that you see, comprehend, and understand what
you see!
How important it is to “consider Jesus” to earnestly and intently make Jesus the object of our
study, to make observing and understanding who Jesus is and what He came to do for me the
main business of life! Christianity centers in Jesus Christ, in fact He is the essence of Christianity
for we who have chosen to respond to His grace and mercy and follow Him in life. Paul wrote to
the Colossian Christians the Essence of the Christian life is “Christ in You the hope of glory!”
To fix our minds on Jesus is to engage in four activities in life that will enable you and me to
know Him better than we presently do. I often ask people two key questions when I am trying to
help them to understand the importance of our Christian walk, “What kind of Christian do you
want to be a year from now?” “What will you do between now and then to insure that you are
becoming what you want your Christian life to be?”
1. To fix your minds on Jesus means to Know Him personally, His presence and His lifechanging power invading our lives every day by His indwelling Holy Spirit. The same faith that
saves us receives His holy Word of truth in our hearts and minds. We believe and we receive
Him, who is the living Word of God by faith. “Now faith comes from hearing the message and
hearing the message through the Word of Christ.”
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2. To fix your minds on Jesus means to Love Him with my whole heart, soul, mind, and
strength. The Christian is a person who loves the Lord Jesus first and foremost, giving Jesus the
gift of our holy, self-emptying, other-oriented love. This love that originates in the heart of God
is shed abroad in us by the Holy Spirit and it is given to us to release it to Jesus and others in our
spheres of influence. We are called to freely give the love we have been so freely given.
3. To fix your minds on Jesus means to Serve Him in the ways that we choose to live our lives.
The actions we take in serving love for Jesus and His people are to be motivated by the selfless
love of God poured out into our hearts. Jesus says the one who loves Him in life will serve Him
in life, and where Jesus is at work in this world there His servants will be also.
4. To fix your minds on Jesus means to Permit Him to Transform us into His Image. The fact
of the Christian life is that we are redeemed and made alive to God in salvation for the expressed
purpose of being transformed by the renewing of our minds. The holy, self-emptying, otheroriented love of God dwelling in you and me will absolutely radically change us over time. His
love changes our desires, what we really want in life, how we view God and others, even how we
spend our money!
Our author tells us Jesus is the Apostle and High Priest of God Almighty in this world. Jesus
was sent from the Father to prepare a people who would become the Father’s sons and daughters,
a people made ready for heaven. He is the High Priest of God meaning He is the one person who
is qualified to stand before God the Father’s Mercy Seat and make atonement for us all. He
introduces his next thought by telling his readers, Jesus is both Moses and Aaron in one
being!
II. Jesus is Superior to Moses in God’s House:
Hebrews 3:3 – 6a “Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder
of the house has greater honor than the house itself. For every house is built by someone, but
God is the builder of everything. Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house testifying to
what would be said in the future. But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house.”
The author has told his readers Jesus is superior to the Law and to angels. Now he takes his
Hebrew readers into a thought-process they must grasp in order to live a God-pleasing Christian
life. He tells them Jesus is superior to Moses too. He wants to insure they understand he has the
highest regard for Moses as the man who was the greatest intermediary between the Lord and
His people who had ever lived up to that point in time!
Moses responded to the call of God at the burning bush to be the man of God who would be the
catalyst to lead His people out of their slavery and bondage to Egypt. Moses was called by God
and sent by God and he was faithful to what God called him to do.
1. Moses was faithful to Speak All of the Words the Lord Jehovah asked him to speak to the
people. Whether they received it or not and whether they liked it or not, Moses faithfully
delivered God’s words to the people. The truth is God’s men and women who stand before the
people of God to teach His Word, or to preach the Gospel of Christ, are responsible to speak the
words God has put in their hearts, even when the word they are given to speak is not met with
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warm acceptance by the hearers. The truth of God is the truth of God. It can’t be altered to make
it more acceptable. It must be correctly handled as the Word of Truth!
2. Moses was faithful to Accomplish All the Things the Lord God asked him to do when he led
the children of Israel out of their Egyptian bondage. Moses argued with God about the calling to
confront Pharaoh. He had been raised with this man. He knew how ruthless and vindictive he
could be when things weren’t going his way. Moses knew how much hatred the Pharaoh had for
Moses, wanting to kill him over the murder of an Egyptian soldier. Moses didn’t like the task he
had been given but he chose to go and to stick at his appointed task when lesser men would have
given up and headed back to the desert alone!
3. Moses was faithful to the Calling of God, absolutely Obedient to His Mandate in the face of
overwhelming obstacles. Imagine yourself as asked to lead a group of slaves, 2.4 million of
them, unarmed out of bondage to the greatest military machine in the world at the time. Then
after you do get them out into the desert, they repeatedly whine about the heat, the food, no
water, and tell Moses they were far better off in slavery to the Egyptians than in the wilderness
with God. They wailed about the Manna and wanted meat to eat. I don’t know about you but two
million people whining at me every day sounds like a bit much!
4. Moses was faithful to the Task of Leading them out of Egypt and he Remained at the task
until God Relieved him of his duty by calling and anointing Joshua. This dear man was
conquered by the love of God; he was completely under God’s control. There is a story of Moses
being opposed by Miriam and Aaron in Numbers 12. In the third verse of that text the Lord calls
Moses the most humble, meek man in the world at the time. The text says Moses had such a deep
and personal walk with God that God spoke to him face-to-face!
The word meekness is often equated with weak and having no courage. But the word meekness
is the Greek word praus, which is a term for a powerful horse being controlled by a bit in the
hands of the rider. Meekness is strength in the Lord under the Lord’s control! The meek person
has been conquered by the love of God in his or her heart!
5. Moses was faithful to God’s calling to Lead the people out even though he given the task of
serving as God’s point man, he was Overburdened and got Tired from the load of carrying all
of the people in his heart. In Exodus 18, Jethro saw all that Moses was doing to serve the people
and he told him he needed to appoint faithful people who would help him carry the load of all of
the people’s burdens. What wise counsel that has turned out to be for thousands of years now!
In light of all of these wonderful things about the human hero Moses, the author tells them, Jesus
is worthy of greater honor than him. It is of intense interest to me that he doesn’t compare the
obedience of Jesus to the obedience of Moses, nor the teaching of Jesus to the teaching of Moses.
He goes right to what really matters. He compares Jesus to Moses in terms of His Essence, as a
Person of the Godhead!
Our author tells his Hebrew readers Jesus is worthy of greater honor than Moses simply on the
basis of who He is. Moses was faithful over the house of God as a Servant in the house. Jesus
was faithful over God’s house as a Son over the house of God. Moses’ position as leader was
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Derived from his Call of God. Jesus’ position as Lord over the house is inherent in His sonship
to the Father, as the one who builds the house Moses served in. Moses was part of the universe.
Jesus is the Creator of the universe!
III. The House of God:
Hebrews 3:6b “And we are his house if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we
boast.”
The author exhorts his readers to remain Focused on Jesus, on who He is as the Holy Son of
God who came to earth to redeem them and deliver them from sin’s desires to enslave them by
His sacrifice for them on the Cross. He encourages the readers to Hold On to their personal
Faith, to the courage and the hope in the Lord that required to be able to stand our ground in the
face of a world system that is hostile to the Person and the message of Christ Jesus as Lord!
We all need to remember two key things as we think about holding on to our personal walk with
Jesus in the world system we live in today.
First, the Christian life is not just about beginning well. It is about ending well, finishing in the
arms of Jesus one day. It is an endurance race not a fifty-yard dash. The Lord is interested in you
and me developing into the best and most God-honoring son or daughter of God that we can be.
Loving Jesus supremely in life will require us to walk through and endure patiently hardships
and difficulties as the Spirit of God works to Develop our Character.
It is not those who begin well in the journey with Jesus that will hear the words “well done good
and faithful servant.” It is those who Remain in Jesus and Walk with Him by faith to the end
who hear those words. The Christian life is a marathon race over hills and valleys in life. It
requires courage, staying power, and endurance to run a marathon race.
Paul wrote to his son in the faith Timothy, II Timothy 4:7, 8 “I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day – and not only to me, but to all
who have longed for his appearing.”
Paul wrote to the Romans in Romans 15:4 – 6 “For everything that was written in the past was
written to teach us, so that through endurance and encouragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope. May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity
among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
These words introduce us to the second thought: He says the people who know, love, and follow
Jesus in life, who choose to remain in Christ Jesus even when it difficult to do so, are the House
of God today. Jesus told His followers, “I will build my Church and the gates of Hell will not be
able to stand up against it.” As individual believers in Jesus we are His workmanship on earth.
Together, we are placed in each other’s lives as a church family here at Cedar Grove, to love one
another deeply, to encourage each other to run the race of faith with endurance.
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The Apostle Peter wrote about the people of God being born again through an encounter with the
Risen Lord Jesus Christ. He told his readers they were made alive by the presence and the power
of the Holy Spirit and were being joined together in something that Jesus Christ is building on
earth today by His Spirit!
I Peter 2:4, 5 “As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by men but chosen by God and
precious to him – you also, like living stones are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
Have you thought about how important it is to each person in this body that you are the stone
that God intends for you to be, that we are imperfect and incomplete without you doing your role
in this fellowship?
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July 8, 2018 AM
THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS:
6. “Embracing the Glory of Jesus”
Hebrews 3:1 – 6
Introduction:
We are in a study of the Book of Hebrews! The author writes with deep love and heart-cry to a people who
were in danger of F_________ A_______ from their sincere early devotion to know and follow Jesus.
He writes to show people that the saving action of God done by Jesus for us all O____________ in
H______________ in the heart of God.
He points the readers to the C______________ of the M__________ of Jesus. He speaks the primary truth:
What we do for God must always be as a result of having the Holy Spirit inspire us to L________
O________________!
John 14:15 – 17a and 18a – 21
Our good deeds must be rooted in the Holy Spirit pouring out His love into our hearts, Romans 5:5. It is
always about the C____________ of L_______.
When we reduce our salvation to what we are doing we get on the shaky ground of H__________
R_______________ effort!
These Hebrew Christians were becoming self-important, supplementing what Jesus did for them on the Cross:
A “J________ A___” something else.
The author writes as a W______ of E_________________ to remove their human add-ons to what Jesus had
done and is doing in them by His Spirit.
There are two key texts in the letter: Hebrews 4:14 – 16 and 10:19 – 22
As we study this great letter, it is in the heart of God for us all to fix our eyes on Jesus, to stay rooted and
founded in in our need to K________ His S___________ W_________.
I. Focus Your Attention on Jesus: Hebrews 3:1, 2
The author begins with a calling to his readers to understand who we are because we have responded to the
G_______ and S______________ of God through our faith in Jesus.
--When he calls them “hagiois” the Greek word for holy, he means cleansed of sin, set apart for God,
consecrated for sacred use in this world.
--When he says, “fix your thoughts on Jesus” he uses the Greek word katanoiein, “to fix your mind on, to fix
your attention on, to settle down on this one thing.” See, comprehend, and understand who Jesus is!
To consider Jesus is to make Him the object of our study in life. Paul told us in Colossians 1:27 the
E_______________ of the Christian life is Christ I___ Y____ the hope of glory.
There are four ongoing activities we can engage in to experience more of His presence in our lives: 1.) to
K________ Him personally. 2.) to L_____ Him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 3.) to S_________
Him in love. 4.) to P__________ Him to T____________ us into His I_________ as surrender to His will each
day.
He says Jesus is the A____________ and the great H_____ P___________.
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II. Jesus is Superior to Moses in God’s House: Heb. 3:3 - 6a
The author invites his readers to think through the truth that in the House of God, for His Church, Jesus is
superior to Moses, whom God mightily used.
1. Moses was faithful to S__________ A___ of God’s W_______ he was asked to speak to the people.
2. Moses was faithful to A________________ all of the T_______ the Lord asked him to when he led the
children of Israel out of bondage to Egypt.
3. Moses was faithful to the C__________ of God on his life O___________ to the M____________ of God
regardless of the difficult obstacles he faced.
4. Moses was faithful to the T_______ of leading them until he was R_______________ of his duty by
anointing Joshua.
5. Moses was faithful to L______ even when he was O__________________ and tired of carrying the weight of
the people’s needs!
The author compares Jesus to Moses not in obedience or teaching, but in His E____________ as the Son of
God, His P__________ in the Godhead.
III. The House of God Today: Hebrews 3:6b
The author exhorts the reader to stay F_________ on Jesus. He urges them to H______ O___ to their faith
walk with the Lord God. He reminds the reader of two key thoughts:
1. God takes us through difficult things that require patient endurance as He works to D_____________ our
C_____________. We are called to remain in Christ Jesus till we finish the race: II TImonthy4:7, 8 and
Romans 15:4 – 6
2. He tells us the people who know, love, and follow Jesus in life, who remain in Christ, are being built
together to be the H________ of G____ today! I Peter 2:4, 5
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. As you think about our Christian journey, what are some present-day dangers we face, causing believers to “turn
away” from following Jesus in life?

2. Why is it so important for us to always be sure to do our acts of obedience to the Lord from a heart of love, instead
of being motivated by duty?

3. What are some ways the people of God can and sometimes do follow that results in “Jesus and” something else for
our salvation?

4. Do you think people today really understand our calling to be “holy brothers and sisters in Christ?” What does the
Bible mean when it calls us to be holy?

5. Paul taught the Colossian Christians the essence of the Christian life is Christ in you the hope of glory. Do you think
this concept of Jesus living in our lives by His Spirit is widely accepted and understood today?

6. In the message we looked at four activities we can engage in to deepen our relationship with the Lord Jesus. Which
one or ones spoke to your journey? Why?

7. Have you thought about the enormity of the task Moses faced as a leader? What stood out to you about his role
and work as you heard the message?

8. Why is it important for us to know that Jesus is building His work on earth in human hearts at Cedar Grove? What
does it mean to you to be part of His work?

9. Read together aloud Colossians 3:1 - 17 and discuss insights you have from the text about what it means to fix our
minds on Jesus, to live differently in this world system that is so hostile to passion for Jesus.

10. What are some things the Lord God spoke to your own heart and life as you heard the message today? What are
some ways your spiritual life alone with the Lord daily has to change? Will you share with your group members who
can help you stay accountable?
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