Children’s Day, June 10, 2018
Pastor Ken Hepner
“Training the Next Generation in His Kingdom”
I Thessalonians 2:7 – 12
Introduction:
As we gather together this morning and turn to the Word of the Lord we do so on International
Children’s Day, 2018. It is the burden of God on my heart this morning to have us look together
at the health of our homes as followers of Jesus as we think about the theme of the importance of
caring for the children the Lord God has entrusted to us.
The truth is that children are precious to the Lord God. Jesus loved to have little children around
Him and often took them in His arms and blessed them. The Lord God speaks of children as a
blessing from the Lord, a heritage from Him in the Psalms. What is precious to God should be
equally precious to you and me. The world we live in does not prize children as precious. From
physical abuse to sexual abuse, to sex-trafficking of children, to child molestation and childpornography, our world is tearing children apart!
In a world-system of values like this you and I are called to live a very different set of values!
The Word of the Lord clearly calls us to be vigilant in preparing the next generation of God’s
people to be His Church, the body of Christ Jesus, ready to invade planet earth with the Gospel
message of salvation by faith in Jesus!
As we think about the enormous responsibility our children are in our lives as Christians, there
are many passages of Scripture that spring to mind which command us to walk with Jesus deeply
and intimately by faith in our first church, the privacy of our homes. Perhaps none is more blunt
and candid than Deuteronomy 6:6, 7:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you
lied down, and when you get up.”
In other words moms and dads, our lives are a book that is being read every day by little sets of
eyes. Scripture counsels us to be very sure to Model a true, deep, Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
to our children, a life that is an example of passion to know and do the will of God in our family
life together. Springing from the issue of modeling the faith for our children we are called of God
to:
 Teach them what God wants us to be and to do from Scripture in formal instruction.
 Let life dictate opportunities to talk about how God’s people in Christ Jesus handle
certain situations in life as they come along.
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 Much of what children learn in the home is “taught by being caught.” We do not
necessarily reproduce what we say. We reproduce what we are! What we back up with
actions is what our children will catch and learn to emulate!
Most of us want so much to give choice gifts to our children, thus demonstrating our love and
affection for them. Yet the greatest thing you can give your child does not have a price-tag of
dollars and cents on it. It cannot be bought in a store and yet it is priceless. It is the gift of
practical demonstrations of your love in time, touch, talking that is two-way conversation!
 Many poor-little-rich-children would gladly give up all of their wealth of toys and
gadgets for parents who gave them the personal gifts of their time, touch, and talking
about things that matter to them.
 Things are a desperately poor substitute for thoughtfulness, tenderness, time, and
personal attention!
As people who are interested in seeking to please God with our parenting and the giving we do to
our children, we must take that one step further. We must see our responsibility to wire into our
homes an atmosphere and foster an environment that helps our children grasp three very essential
things to their development as God’s people:
Environment # 1 is Faith in the living Lord God Almighty that is active and passionate for God.
It is a faith that impacts all of life and that matters as a top priority for their lives in every
decision they are faced with.
Environment #2 is Security in their home that is caught from mom and dad’s deep love for each
other. The love you share for each other invests security in their little hearts as people who can
grow and become strong in self-concept and self-image. They bear the inner message: “I am
someone to love another and be loved by another.”
Environment #3 is Optimism as a fundamental outlook on life, a contagious attitude of heart and
mind. Optimism is fed by faith and security and results in them becoming can-do-people for God
in His kingdom of the heart.
If we were to wrap these three one-word environmental aspects up and summarized them into
one key thought about what we are trying to create for our children in our homes it would be the
word Wholeness. We are seeking to create a well-rounded, environment of wholeness for our
children live in with us so that they may become all that God has created them to be in life!
There are two key prerequisites in Deuteronomy 6:6, 7 that are wired in to the passage as
foundation stones for parents who want to foster an environment that creates faith, security, and
optimism for their children. Both of them deal with our loving.
First, love the Lord your God first and foremost for it is only in a vital Relational Love with
Jesus that our personal, inner needs for strength and security are truly met, giving each of us a
secure place to stand to show love to our family members. When we love the Lord Jesus deeply
we open ourselves to the love of God being poured out into us by His Holy Spirit indwelling us!
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Second, Love each other as spouses and give your children the awesome sense of security that
comes to their hearts from knowing their parents are deeply in love with each other. God’s agape
love in our hearts as the gift of the Holy Spirit shed abroad in us, enables us to be this kind of
spouse, a man or woman who loves unconditionally, with self-emptying, other-oriented love for
him or her!
Let’s walk together through Paul’s paragraph he wrote to the Thessalonian Christians about his
ministry among them as their church planting pastor when he came to their city and did his
ministry among them. He saw himself as a spiritual parent among them who had exhibited both
maternal and paternal traits of love and genuine caregiving as the Lord’s shepherd in the body of
Christ at Thessalonica.
--He sought to model the love of God to them and teach them to know the Lord Jesus as
his spiritual children, seeking to enable them would catch faith, security, and optimism
from interacting with his walk with Jesus.
--In doing so he exemplified parental characteristics that we as parents today can learn
from and copy as we walk with our children, and in some of our cases our grandchildren.
I. A Godly Mother:
I Thessalonians 2:7, 8 “we were gentle among you like a mother caring for her little children.
We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of Christ but
our lives as well.”
Paul’s word to the church at Thessalonica about his ministry among them as people is directed to
those who were spiritual infants, who had just received Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and who
needed a lot of help to grow in the grace of God. His word picture is very beautiful as Paul seeks
to describe his role among them.
In the NIV he writes: “we were gentle among you like a mother caring for her little children.” It
is much more accurately translated from the Greek, “like a mother who is nursing her babes.”
The word rendered little children in the text is actually the Greek word nepioi – “a nephios is a
newborn baby, a soft, tender, helpless infant in the arms of its mother.”
As you think about a mother nursing a tiny baby at her breast you are given a word picture of
how a mother can create and foster a sense of faith, security, and optimism in the heart of a small
child as God’s living shepherd in her home. A baby drinking from its mother’s breast brings
some lovely and tender things to mind:
a. As the baby feeds it draws Warmth from its position of envelopment in the mother’s
arms. The children in our homes need a warm and loving vital relationship with their
mother, and my dear sisters in Christ, that takes some work on your part in these fast
times does it not?
b. As the infant drinks from its mother’s breast there is a beautiful-to-behold Climate of
Love between the mother and the child. There is a glow about the loving interchange a
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mother exchanges between her and her nursing child that the child can’t help but receive.
Medical professionals tell us a baby’s eyes tend to focus most accurately in the first
weeks of development the approximate distance from a mother’s breast to her face.
Our children need a climate of deep, giving love they learn first from their mothers, in
order to be able to see the love of God in action. Paul writes: “We loved you so much that
we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of Christ but our lives as well.”
c. As the baby feeds from his mother’s breast there is a lovely interchange of Nurturing
and Cherishing that baby that passes from the mother’s heart and soul to the child. Our
children today need to have a clearly communicated and well-received understanding
from their mothers that they are very precious if they are to grow up experiencing faith,
security, and optimism as people!
A number of years ago Josh McDowell was asked about a survey he did through his organization
in which he polled Christian teens across the U. S. and Canada and asked them the question:
What do you need from your parents in order to live well today. Here are their top four answers:
1. Mom and dad please show me that you love each other deeply!
2. Please take the time to talk with me even when I am having a hard time expressing
myself.
3. Please accept me when I fail.
4. Make me feel important to you!
If we want to foster an environment in our homes that creates faith, security, and optimism, these
answers from Christian teenagers might be a pretty good place to start. Moms, these are four
practical things you can do to invest in your children as they are growing up in your home!
II. A Godly Father:
I Thessalonians 2:11, 12 “For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his
own children, encouraging you, comforting you and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who
calls you into his kingdom and glory.”
Paul uses a second word picture about his ministry to the Thessalonian Christians that
communicates to each of us dads about how to create and foster an atmosphere in our homes that
enables our children to experience and grow in faith, security, and optimism. Paul says he dealt
with the believers in Thessalonica as a father deals with his own children, wanting to build up his
children to be the best people they can be.
It is interesting that what Paul says a good and godly father says and does with his children looks
nothing like what you often see on the sidelines of sporting events little league and pee wee
sporting events today! Often what patrols the sidelines and coaching boxes during the evenings
and on weekends are the ultimate warrior dads and uncles who are now legendary athletes in
their minds but stunk up the house when they played sports when they were children. Now they
are trying to relive their own failed athletic prowess through the children they are coaching! The
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words that come out of their mouths betray their intent to Build Up children for their Good
as they Coach them!
You can tell the fathers and the family members who were actually good at the sports they are
watching their child or family member play because they are watching calmly with smiles on
their faces and are thoroughly encouraging their child to be and do their very best, even when
they make mistakes on the field of play.
You can tell the fathers and family members who stunk up the field when they were children
because they are constantly harpooning the children, negatively criticizing their mistakes and
talking about how good they were when they were young. The louder they are in calling their
children’s mistakes into question the worse they tended to be when they played that sport as a
child!
Paul uses two words that are pinpoint accurate in the Greek language in the text when he tries to
communicate to us what a good and godly dad is and does with his children in his home and
when he is teaching skills to his children.
a. The first word parakalountes – a participle meaning one who walks alongside and
encourages, one who comes alongside and cheers another person on one who believes in
the capability of another person and fans him or her into flame to go for it. In short, a
good and godly dad is like the Holy Spirit to his children, he was alongside with positive
words.
b. The second word is paramouthumenoi – a word meaning one who consoles, comforts,
cheers. In the good times and the hard times a good and godly dad walks alongside a
child and gently influences them with words and their message to their children is always
the same. It is positive and uplifting.
There are five words for dads to consider as you think about the investment you will make in
your child’s life for just a few short years, and you grandfathers can help your sons and sons in
law to make in your grandchildren for a few more years:
Cheering – Do our children know we are in their corner, that we believe in them, that we long
for them to be the very best person they can be?
Helping – the child whether he/she succeeds or fails. We are there for our child to pick them up
and help them to get better through every experience of life, win or lose. Helping dads know
when to hug and when to push, with the central idea being bringing out the best in your child!
Strengthening your child, giving them life and vitality. You have the power of words at your
disposal to build them up and strengthen them or tear them down when their hearts are soft!
Discipline when they have transgressed their internal compass and have broken your heart, how
will you respond. Does it hurt you to have to discipline your child? If it doesn’t hurt you, you
probably aren’t ready to administer righteous discipline yet. To discipline your child out of your
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deep sorrow and anguish sends the message that you love him/her deeply and you are acting in
his/her best interest, not to get something off of your chest!
Decision-Making should be based on criteria you agree on as a family, not “because I say so!”
Isn’t the whole idea of raising children to enable them to make great decisions as they mature
and become men and women? The older our children get the more we should invest good
information in their hearts and minds and let them make their own decisions, then bear the fruit
of their decision making process! You want them to be ready for college and the work force!
III. Witnesses Who Walk Worthily:
I Thessalonians 2:8b, 12b “We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not
only the gospel but our lives as well … and urging you to live a life worthy of God who calls you
into his kingdom and glory.”
As Paul describes his role among them as church planting pastor at Thessalonica he was both a
spiritual mother to them and a spiritual father to the infant church. He tells the infant church that
when he lived in their midst he shared with them the gospel of Jesus Christ and sought to give
them a firm foundation for their faith in Jesus. He sought to share with them his life, how he
chose to live in their midst demonstrating what a man of God is and does in lifestyle choices.
Then he comes to the twelfth verse and he gives us another tremendous word which we need to
see and understand so let’s begin with a working definition. The NIV renders the word “urging
you” but it is the Greek word marturomenoi, “ones who were being witnesses to you,” “Ones
who were testifying to you about the truth, ones who were partakers of the truth so we could pass
it on to others.”
What he is saying is that a godly parent longs for each one of his or her children to come to know
the Lord Jesus in a deeply personal way. Their desire for their child is to not only know the truth
of the Word of God in Biblical facts but to Know Jesus in Experience: Being invaded by the
Holy Spirit’s drawing and wooing love, convicting them of our needs, of sin, bringing them to
repentance, and welcoming the Lord Jesus to cleanse them of all unrighteousness.
The parent is an eye-witness of the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ to change a life by the
Holy Spirit coming to live in them, because He has Invaded them as a mom or a dad, Redeemed
them and they were never the same again. That encounter with the living and risen Lord Jesus
Christ, crucified to take away our sins now Risen Lord Jesus Victorious Warrior Lamb of God
enthroned forever, made that parent an Eye Witness to Jesus Christ!
To speak as an eye-witness is to speak about what we have seen and can testify to with complete
confidence and accuracy. To be an eye-witness to the saving power of the gospel of Jesus is to be
enabled to speak with authority. This is what every godly, Christian parent longs for, in the
hearts and souls of each of his or her children.
The apostle John wrote about his testimony to his readers in I John 2:14 “I write to you, dear
children, because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is
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from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives
in you, and you have overcome the evil one.”
Is your home a place where faith is alive and active? Is it a place of optimism, encouragement to
try new things? Are you vitally interested in the next generation of the faith invading this planet?
What do we want the church to be in 20 years? What are we doing now to make the church we
want to see happen in the future?
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“Training the Next Generation in His Kingdom"

I Thessalonians 2:7 – 12
Introduction:
International Children’s Day 2018, let’s look at the health of our home-lives as we care for the children God
has entrusted to us.
The Bible teaches that children are precious to the Lord God. What is precious to God should be equally
valuable to us. There are many Scriptures that teach us to share our faith with our children: Deut. 6:6, 7.
Our lives are to serve as M__________ of the F_________ for our children.
As people who seek to please God with our parenting we should seek to wire things in to our home life,
building an intentional environment:
 Environment #1 F___________
 Environment #2 S_____________
 Environment #3 O_______________
If we were to wrap these three words up into one word to describe what we are seeking to create for our home
environment it would be W___________.
Two key requirements of love wired into the passage in Deuteronomy 6:6, 7 both of which deal with loving:
First, love the Lord first and foremost in a vital R___________________ L_____ with the Lord Jesus by His
Spirit who lives in you.
Second, love E_____ O_________ as S__________ and give your children the security of a mom and dad who
deeply love each other.
Let’s walk through this awesome paragraph Paul wrote to the church plant at Thessalonica and see what we
can learn about moms, dads, and the homes we are creating.
I. A Godly Mother: I Thessalonians 2:7, 8
Paul’s words to the church speak of his role with them as that of a godly mother caring for an infant, and
addresses them as “nursing babes” in the Greek nephioi. A nephios is newborn baby, soft, tender, in his
mother’s arms.
As you think about a baby nursing at its mother’s breast, a few things come to mind immediately.
a. A baby feels W__________ from its position in its mother’s arms and close to its mother’s chest.
b. Between the mother and her baby there is an instantaneous C______________ of L______.
c. As the baby feeds there is a lovely interchange of N_____________ and C________________ the baby
feels from its mother.
Words written by Josh McDowell in a survey of Christian teens polled across the U.S. and Canada a number
of years ago. The question asked was, “What do you need from your parents?” Here are the top four answers.
II. A Godly Dad: I Thessalonians 2:11, 12
Paul uses a second word picture for the believers at Thessalonica about his role among them as church
planting pastor, like a godly father treats his own children, building a godly atmosphere in his home life.
What I often see on sidelines of little league and pee wee games is a person who betrays his/her stated goal to
B_________ U__ children with words!
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Paul uses two pinpoint and accurate Greek words in the text:
Parakalountes – “a person who walks alongside and encourages,” “one who believes in the capacity for
success in another”
Paramouthumenoi – “one who consoles, comforts, and cheers on when it is not going well”
C______________
H____________
S______________________
D____________________
D_____________-M___________
III. Witnesses Who Walk Worthily: I Thessalonians 2:8b, 12b
Paul speaks to the Thessalonians as one who was both a spiritual mother and father to them. The NIV renders
the word marturomenoi “urging” but it is actually our word, martyr or “witness to the death.”
A godly parents’ deep desire for all of their children is that they K________ Jesus by E______________ being
invaded by the Holy Spirit, indwelt by Him!
The godly parent serves as an eye-witness of this experience, a reliable and authoritative testimony because
he/she has been similarly I___________ and R_____________ in Jesus! John’s testimony, I John 2:14
Does this word describe your home environment mom and dad?
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. As you think about God’s perspective of children and what our sin-sick society has done to children what is behind
the stark contrast in how they are valued?

2. The truth of Scripture is that parents are called to be the first role-model of the faith for their own children. Do you
think this is widely understood by Christian parents? If so do you think it motivates their values and behaviors?

3. In your opinion do you think most parents think about creating an environment of faith, security, and optimism for
their children to grow up in?

4. Have you ever thought about the picture of warmth and security a nursing baby receives from its mother as it
nurses at her breast?

5. Do you think a high percentage of children grow up in an environment of nurture and being cherished by their
mother? Why or why not?

6. Do you think most fathers understand the importance of their role and their words to their children? Why or why
not?

7. In your opinion what did you think of the five words that describe the role of a godly father behind the scenes in his
home as he pours faith, security, and optimism into his children?

8. Have you thought about parents being the children’s first and authoritative “witnesses to the death” before?

9. Read together aloud Colossians 3:1 – 17 and discuss insights you have from the text about your home as a place of
instruction in godliness.

10. Sharing from your own life: What are some things you learned from the positive aspects of the maternal and
paternal images in your life? What are some lessons you learned from the adverse? How can you invest in teaching
the faith to your children and/or grandchildren this year?
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