March 11, 2018 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM:
10. “Coming this September to a Church Near You”
Luke 11:5 – 13
Introduction:
This morning as we come to study the Word of the Lord together, we are doing so for one more
time on our theme “Friendship Evangelism.” This is a term that means to care deeply about the
spiritual welfare of people in our sphere of influence. It means praying earnestly with Jesus that
we may be given opportunities by our family and friends to tell them our story of His works of
grace in our lives!
The Lord’s longing to make Himself known to people on earth! The Lord’s deep desire to
engage with us daily is in keeping with His Desire to Know us and to be Known by us. This is
always more than merely a desire to bless us for our sake, or the benefit of our lives per se. It is
always in keeping with His desire to bless His sons and daughters so that others will look on at
this and desire to know Him too!
This is the reason God has always had a people. Abraham and Sarah, the children of Israel, the
twelve with Jesus, and the church He died to make a reality. God’s design is relationship with
Him, both those of us who know Him as personal Lord and Savior and those who don’t yet know
Him. He wants to so bless our lives that people we love and live among will see His footprints in
our lives and want to know Him too!
Without question one of our primary measuring sticks for our personal intimacy with God is our
personal Prayer Life! One of the clear pictures in Scripture is that when the presence and the
power of God were dramatically being sensed on the earth, there was a movement of deepening
prayer, fasting and prayer in the lives of His people.
So my dear Church family, this morning we are joining with churches all over this county, some
are doing the message next week, introducing a time of deep, heartfelt, concerted prayer in 11
churches in our area. We are going to join together this September in doing a series about
passionate prayer for the prodigal sons and daughters in our spheres of influence! Without
question, one of the key things that has to happen if our prayer for the prodigals to move the
heart of God is, we must have His God-Breathed Burden for others burning in our own hearts!
One of my personal heroes of the faith is King David. His prayer life is one that I have often read
in Scripture, and have sought to emulate in my own life. Some of the Psalms he wrote came right
out of the very depths of his heart and soul, as he poured out his prayers and petitions to God.
His words expressing deep longing to know God deeply and intimately are quite moving.
Two things characterize David’s prayer life, making it authentic before God:
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1.) Honesty and Transparency , a sort of a “What you see is what you get” prayer life as he just
pours out the depths of his emotions, hurts, wounds, personal struggles to God.
2.) Hunger for the manifest presence of the Lord in his heart and life. Listen to one of
David’s heartfelt confessions to God in prayer:
Psalm 27:4 – 8 “One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his
temple. For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the
shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock. Then my head will be exalted above my
enemies who surround me; at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and
make music to the Lord. Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful to me and answer me.
My heart says of you, ‘Seek his face!’ Your face, Lord, I will seek.”
It is of interest to me that our Lord Jesus, when He walked this earth as the One and Only Son of
God, from the Father and full of grace and truth, revealed a prayer life to His disciples that
reflected deep relational love with the Father, which made the disciple hungry to have that
kind of prayer life too.
Mark 1:35 “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and
went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.”
Luke 5:15, 16 “Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to
hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and
prayed.”
It is the one thing the disciples specifically asked Jesus to teach them to do. Luke 11:1 “One day
Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished his disciples said to him, ‘Lord teach us
to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’”
The language faith expresses itself in is Heartfelt Earnest Prayer. Prayer is not one of those
activities that will scream for the attention of busy people. It will not present itself as urgent, but
without question, if we are to deepen in relational intimacy with God by faith we will become
people of prayer.
Beliefs and convictions that are deeply held must be verbalized. If we truly trust the Lord, that
trust and surrender must be spoken to Him. An authentic prayer life, that is pleasing to God and
us, freely expresses what is going on in our hearts and humbly bows in the presence of Jesus to
open ourselves to Him.
I. Confession – Being Honest with God:
The first thing we must understand about an authentic prayer life before God is that it is
open, honest, and transparent before Him! There is a tremendous body of Scripture that is
devoted to teaching about prayer, to prayers that were spoken by people who loved God deeply,
and to events that drew the hearts of God’s people to pray.
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Yet in the face of this wealth of truth about the necessity of prayer and the power available to us
when we pray, prayerlessness abounds. There seems to be no area in the lives of people in the
North American church we confess more frustration in than in our personal prayer lives with the
Lord. One of the key reasons why I believe this is so is that we tend to view our prayer life as a
discipline that must be performed instead of a deepening relationship that is to be
cultivated.
The Lord God deeply longs to make Himself known to us when we pray, but we must get
beyond the superficial issues, our gimme lists, and going through the motions when we pray.
We must become open and transparent in heart and then cry out to God in deep heartfelt
surrender.
Jesus modeled this for us: Hebrews 5:7 – 9 “During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered
up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and
he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a son, he learned obedience
from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all
who obey him.”
Our honesty and transparency before God must find expression, by faith at the cross of Jesus,
and in His resurrection power, in relation to three areas in our lives. First, we must be wide
open before God, drawing near to Him to confess areas of Sins we have committed or the
good we want to have done and didn’t. Areas of personal Failures before God must be owned
and confessed freely, asking God to forgive us. Listen to John’s words to the church:
I John 1:7 – 9 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin,
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
Prayer is a two-way conversation with a holy God who loves me. When I am in His holy
presence, any sin, any reaction that borders on selfishness or pride stands out prominently and
demands that I deal with it in confession. The Lord weighs the motives, thoughts and attitudes
of the heart!
The second area of transparency before the Lord is in the area of our Needs or Lack in our
lives. We need spiritual power in our lives to be enabled to live above sin. We need spiritual
power in our lives to be able to stand against the devil’s schemes, and temptation. As we are
broken and contrite before Him, confessing our need in prayer God moves in our lives in
response!
The footing is level at the cross. There no one gets what is coming to him or her, including Jesus
the Son of God. All sins die in Christ Jesus, the sins we have committed and the sins people we
love have done to us. But in order for them to be put to death for us, we must take them out of
our heart, mind, and soul, and confessed into Him for healing to occur!
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II. Persistent Praying:
The second thing we must understand about a meaningful prayer life that is a mutual
blessing to us, and the Father God, is that our prayer life must be characterized by
persistence. This is clearly portrayed for us in the small analogy of contrast Jesus drew for His
disciples in Luke 11:5 – 8:
“Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing
to set before him.’ Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked
and my children are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, though he
will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man’s boldness
he will get up and give him as much as he needs.”
This is an analogy that is based on stark contrasts, which Jesus is using to get His point across to
His disciples. The Father God is not a reluctant friend who has to be awakened, nor is His door
ever closed. The need of bread is a picture of our need of provisions.
The Father God is a loving Father, who desires that our persistence be based on our apprehension
of Him and relational intimacy with Him as Lord and Friend who longs to pour good things into
our lives, by the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit, see Luke 11:11 -- 13.
Jesus told His disciples our prayers and petitions to God should be poured out of our hearts to
Him in three Graduated Levels of Intensity in Prayer, which take us deeper into an
understanding of what it means to have a meaningful prayer life. Each of the following is in the
present imperative:
Asking Prayer is the basic level of prayer which most of us can handle pretty well. Petitioning
God to do things based on our relationship with Him, as adopted sons and daughters, delights the
Father. Our asking in prayer is a condition to experiencing more of God’s presence in our lives
and in our churches here on earth. James says we have not received because we have not asked
in with proper motivation to honor and glorify the Father on the earth.
If we love Him and desire to please Him deeply from the heart we can expect to receive answers
to our asking prayers.
1.) We are told to ask in Jesus’ Name
2.) We are told to ask in faith believing that we have received what we ask for
3.) We are told to ask in concert with the will of the Father
Seeking Prayer is the second level of prayer which takes us beyond asking Him for things to
actually seeking Him, His face, His favor, His mercy. Seeking prayer has as its goal a deeper
walk of intimacy with God, His favor and delight in us as a present reality in our hearts. The
Greek word for seeking is dzetete – which means to boil hot, to boil over, thus is a word picture
for passion and zeal to experience more of God in my life.
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Seeking God’s face passionately in prayer has three components to it: Sincerity of heart, deep
Desire and longing to experience God’s presence and power personally, and Inviting the Holy
Spirit to do His work in our hearts and lives!
Knocking Prayer is necessary in life because sometimes there is a barrier or a closed door
before us, between the throne of God and the desire of our hearts for which we are praying.
What do we knock on? Is it open or closed? Doors that are closed before us can be in relation to
a person we love that is languishing in habits, willful sins, or rebellion. It can be a mental
stronghold of blindness to the Gospel of Christ over family members, or a city. It can be a door
that is closed to doing the works of evangelism and discipleship in a church. Knocking prayer
has three key components to it:
1.) BOLDNESS
2.) CONFIDENCE
3.) SHAMELESS PERSISTENCE
III. Confident Praying:
The third component of an authentic prayer life according to Jesus in this passage is
confident praying. Please notice with me that this confidence is based on our deepening
relationship with the Father God, through Christ Jesus, by the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus gave
us two illustrations of this fact in the text of Luke 11:11 – 13:
“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for
an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him!”
Our love for our children is compared to God’s deep and abiding love for us as His adopted sons
and daughters. Confidence in prayer is a relational issue between us, as children to a Father who
loves us. Jesus wants us to understand that it is definitely God’s deep Desire to pour out His
Holy presence in our lives. He wants so much to make Himself known to us in dynamic and
life-changing ways.
What we simply must understand a really important issue: What makes prayer powerful is that
God has told us He bends near to the brokenhearted, humble heart-cries of His adopted sons and
daughters. I have heard it said by very well-meaning Christians that the enemy trembles at the
weakest saint on his knees, implying our prayer is what the enemy fears. What the enemy truly
fears is the presence of the Shepherd bending near to the praying child!
When we have prayed with confidence a vital part of the process of prayer is expecting God to
answer us, to hear our cry, to be moved to act on our behalf! In the Scriptures when people who
loved God deeply prayed and knew they were heard in heaven they began to walk in faith that
God would in fact respond to their cries. Paul uses Abraham as an example of a man who knew
he was heard in heaven. When God spoke to his heart about Sarah at age 90 having an Isaac, he
made reservations in the honeymoon suite at the Bethel Hilton! They believed and they acted!
5

IV. Esther Woman of God and Model of Prayer:
Esther, Chapter 2:12, 13a, was taken to place of preparation for the king. For one year she went
through beauty treatments in order to make herself look and smell beautiful for the king and the
king alone. She used his favorite treatments, his favorite fragrances, in order to be pleasing in his
sight. Her goal was to be beautiful for King Xerxes not for any other man on earth.
As believers in Christ Jesus our goal is to be well-pleasing to our King. I believe this is an
analogy we can use to apply to our prayer lives, in order to gain His favor in prayer. What would
this church look like a year from now if the majority of the people here underwent spiritual
beauty treatments in prayer to be more beautiful in heart to Jesus?
If we permitted the Holy Spirit to have His way with us in our heart attitudes and in the things
we deeply cherish: These are the things we see in Esther that made her beautiful to Xerxes and
these are the things that make you and I look more beautiful to Jesus: Brokenness … Humility
… Heart Cleansing confession and repentance … Fasting in prayer!
Chapter 2:17, 18 Esther won his favor because she was more beautiful to him than any of the
other women. He took her to his side and made her the Queen of his heart, the woman who
enjoyed more favor with him than anyone else.
Esther was moved by what moved God’s heart and when she heard the Jewish nation was about
to be exterminated she went immediately into a season of fasting and prayer. She understood
that she could die if the king didn’t hold out the scepter he held in his right hand. But she
decided the people she loved were more important than her own life.
In chapter 5:1 – 3, when it came time to go in to the king to ask him for things, when she stood in
the outer courtyard King Xerxes’ face lit up as he saw her because she was beautiful to the king!
His words to her reflect a deep love and affection in his heart for her, “What is it Queen Esther?
What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given to you.”
You have captivated my heart with your love and beauty Esther, so ask liberally and I will do
what ever you want. Wouldn’t that be the goal of our being people of prayer? To hear Jesus say
to us, “I love you. Ask liberally and wait expectantly for what I will do for you.”
Have we been making ourselves beautiful for King Jesus in prayer? We can know we are being
made more beautiful to God when:
We arise from prayer broken, humbled, freshly cleansed, and forgiven
We arise from prayer more conscious of God’s greatness, majesty, goodness, and mercy
We arise from prayer with greater love and compassion for people, with a transformed and
transforming selfish nature
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We arise from prayer with an abiding sense of peace in our heart and soul regardless of the
circumstances before us
We arise from prayer with renewed strength and fresh inspiration
We arise from prayer with clearer vision, greater purpose, and a positive outlook...
Rest assured that you and I have truly fellowshipped with the Lord God Almighty in
prayer!
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FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM:
10. “Coming this September to a Church Near You!"
Luke 11:5 – 13
Introduction:
Our topic for the first part of 2018 is “Friendship Evangelism,” a term meaning to care deeply about the
spiritual lives of people we love.
The Lord’s deep longing is make Himself known to people. He longs for us to engage with Him daily in
keeping with His D__________ to K_________
And be K__________ by us.
One of our primary measuring tools for our intimacy with God is our personal P_________ L_____.
This September there are 11 churches in this community joining to teach about concerted prayer, calling the
Church of Jesus to pray for prodigal sons and daughters.
One of the key things that must happen if we are to move the heart of God in prayer, is we must have a G___B___________ B__________ for others.
A great model for prayer is David. His prayers reflect: H___________ and H___________ for God’s presence
in his life! Psalm 27:4 – 8
When Jesus walked the earth His prayer life reflected such intimacy with the Father that it made His followers
hungry for that kind of prayer life too. Mark 1:35, Luke 5:15, 16, and 11:1 … The truth is the language faith
expresses itself in is heartfelt, E___________ P____________!
I. Confession – Being Honest with God:
The first thing about a prayer life that is meaningful is it is open, honest, and transparent with God about
everything!
Prayerlessness abounds because we tend to view our prayer life as a discipline to be maintained instead of a
R_________________ to be enjoyed!
Honesty with God must find expression at the Cross with Jesus where we make His death and resurrection
power personal.
1. We draw near to Him and confess S____ and F__________. I John 1:7 – 9
2. We pour out to Jesus our N______ or L_______. We learn the powerful lesson, the footing is level at the
foot of the Cross of Jesus!
II. Persistent Prayer: Luke 11:5 – 8
The fact is a meaningful prayer life will always be characterized by persistence, a refusal to quit until God acts.
Jesus uses an analogy of stark contrasts about a human father and God the Father to make His point clear.
There are three levels of graduating intensity in prayer in the text:
A_________ prayer … In Jesus’ Name, in faith believing, in the will of the Father God, we can expect
answers!
S__________ prayer … From the Greek word dzetete, “to boil hot, to boil over” a picture of sincerity, desire,
and invitation to the Holy Spirit to act.
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K_____________ prayer … The implication is a door is closed and it must be opened from the inside. It
implies boldness, confidence, and persistence!
III. Confident Praying: Luke 11:11 – 13
The truth is confident praying is based on our deepening relationship with the Father, Jesus, the Holy Spirit.
Jesus wants us to know it is definitely God’s deep D_________ to P______ O____ His Holy Spirit in human
hearts and souls!
What makes prayer such a powerful thing is God has told us He draws near to the B_________-H__________
and H__________ cries of His people.
Praying with confidence is also E___________ God to answer us, hear our cry and act on our behalf!
IV. Queen Esther- Woman of God and Model for Prayer:
Esther 2:12, 13, Esther was brought into the palace of Xerxes to spend one year learning how to please the
king. She won his favor and became queen because she applied herself to being beautiful to one man’s eyes
and heart!
There are attitudes that we can embrace in 2018 that make us look more beautiful to our King Jesus:
B_____________ … H__________ … H_______ C______________ … F____________ in prayer.
Esther 5:1 – 3 Esther went Xerxes’ throne-room to plead with him to spare her people from extermination.
When the king saw her his heart was moved and he asked, “What is it Queen Esther? What is your request? Even
up to half my kingdom will be given to you!” This is our goal in intercession! To hear Jesus say, “I love you. Ask
liberally and wait expectantly for me to act!”
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. When you think about what the Bible teaches regarding caring for those who do not yet know Him, telling them our
story of redemption, why do so many of us seem to struggle to obey the call to make disciples?

2. What do you think it means to experience a God-breathed prayer burden for others in our spheres of influence?

3. What do you think it was about Jesus’ prayer life that moved the disciples to ask Him to teach them to pray like He
prayed?

4. Why do you think we seemingly struggle so much with having an open and honest confessional prayer life? What
prevents us from deep confession?

5. Do you think Christians in general understand what Jesus was teaching His followers about being persistent in
prayer?

6. Have you thought about prayer having three levels of intensity, asking, seeking, and knocking in your personal
prayer life?

7. Do you think we pray with deep and abiding faith, confident that we are being heard and that Jesus will answer our
prayers? What do you think waiting expectantly looks like in your spiritual walk with Jesus?

8. Esther made herself look beautiful to Xerxes for one entire year. What do you think your Christian life might look
like if you spent a year engaging in attitudes and actions that made your heart look more beautiful to Jesus?

9. Read together aloud James 4:1 – 10 and discuss insights you have from James’ words regarding what a deep and
honest prayer life looks like today.

10. How does the call of Jesus to pray in concert with His will and in His Name, affect the way we pray for the people
we love in our spheres of influence?

10

We can know we are being made more beautiful to God when:
We arise from prayer broken, humbled, freshly cleansed, and forgiven
We arise from prayer more conscious of God’s greatness, majesty, goodness, and
mercy
We arise from prayer with greater love and compassion for people, with a
transformed and transforming selfish nature
We arise from prayer with an abiding sense of peace in our heart and soul regardless
of the circumstances before us
We arise from prayer with renewed strength and fresh inspiration
We arise from prayer with clearer vision, greater purpose, and a positive outlook...
Rest assured that you and I have truly fellowshipped with the Lord God Almighty in
prayer!
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