FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM:
8. “The Seed Is Good”
Luke 8:5-15
Unashamed!:
The word by itself is powerful. When the word is shared by a bold, unashamed believer who loves others
then there is no limit to what the word can do. Romans 1:16
I.

The seed is good, eternal and will grow:

Before we talk too much about the condition of someone’s heart, we need to fully understand that the
seed we sow is God’s seed (word) and it will grow!
God’s kingdom is a “liberal” kingdom. Liberal means: marked by generosity; openhanded, a liberal giver.
The sower was more concerned about getting the seed everywhere then he was concerned about
wasting it. This method of sowing was called “broadcasting”.
The sower should have full confidence that the seed will succeed and prosper.
II.

The seed has creative, redemptive and eternal life in it:

Too often we “think” we know how someone will respond to the word of God. Too often we “think” we
know what is in someone’s heart and we predetermine whether we should or should not “sow the
seed”.
The word created the universe. The word was spoken and the sick were healed. Those who are born
again have found life because they believed the word that they heard. Hebrews 11:3; John 1:1-5; John
6:63; Matthew 8:8; Psalm 107:19-20
III.

The heart is the field:

We cannot know the condition of someone’s heart. Therefore we should sow the seed liberally. We are
not the heart inspector, we are the sower!
Luke 8:11-15 Jesus explains the truth of the parable.
A. The first condition of the heart is a “hard” heart. There is no way for the seed to find a place to
grow. The devil easily steals the truth from their hearts.
B. The second heart condition is a “shallow” heart. During hard times or persecution the root
withers and so does the plant.
C. The third heart condition is a “cluttered” heart. This heart has depth of soil, however, the word
seed must compete with all the pleasures, cares and worries of life.

D. Finally, the fourth heart condition is one of good soil. Ready to hear, ready to grow and it
produces life.

Discussion Starter Questions For Home Groups
1. Discuss as group how being ashamed or bold when it comes to sharing God’s word can impact
how it is shared and how often the word is shared.
2. Discuss with each other how each one is a “sower” of the word whether we feel like it or not.
Discuss fears, share success.
3. Read Matthew 8:1-13 and Hebrews 4:12-13. Do we have faith the seed is “good”? That it will
grow and do what it was intended to do? Read Isaiah 55:10-11.
4. Discuss how the enemy tries to make us ashamed of the word, or “water down” the word
because he knows how powerful it really is.
5. Do we read a book by its cover? Do we think we already know someone’s heart condition and
predetermine whether we should or should not share the gospel with them?
6. There are four heart conditions known by their responses to the word. Which heart condition is
most prevalent?
7. Once we see someone respond to the word are there things we can do to help prepare
someone’s heart for further or more growth?
8. Is my responsibility the condition of someone’s heart or to sow the seed?
9. Since the word of God is being sown at church every week, in my devotions, on the radio and
social media, how has my heart received the word?
10. How should each one of us take ownership of the condition of our own heart so that the word
can do what it was sent to do?

