February 25, 2018 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM:
8. “There’s a Real Heaven and a Real Eternal Hell”
Luke 16:19 – 31
Introduction:
This morning we are continuing in our series of messages on the topic of “Friendship
Evangelism.” This series is a study of the truth that the Lord God asks all of those who have
chosen to be redeemed, to follow Jesus in life, to care deeply about the spiritual lives of people
we love in our sphere of influence.
Right before Jesus went back to heaven He gave all of His followers of all time a clear and
concise command to go into all the world and Make Disciples. We are all well aware that only
the Holy Spirit can truly make someone a disciple, but it is equally true that we are all called to
walk in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit to work with Him in the process of disciplemaking.
In fact Jesus integrally tied the presence and power of the Holy Spirit living in our lives to our
being ready and willing to tell people the story of Jesus’ redeeming work in our lives! Acts 1:8
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Christians are people who have embraced the truth of the Word of God, as the Holy Spirit has
made that truth alive to us personally, anointing that truth to our hearts and minds. We have
chosen to permit the Holy Spirit to walk us to the Cross of Jesus and make it personal.
When we Believe what Jesus has done was for me, Repent of our sins, asking Jesus to cleanse us
and Forgive us our sins, we are redeemed, spiritually adopted children of God. The Holy Spirit
comes to live in our lives and makes our spirit-being, the part of us that could know God, our
spirit that was dead in sins, alive to God in Christ Jesus!
I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify
us from all unrighteousness.”
Ephesians 2:1, 2 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used
to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.”
Verses 4 – 7 “But because of his great love for us, God who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved. And God
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus.”
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This truth made alive in our hearts and minds by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit
becomes foundational to the way we choose to live our lives while we are still here on earth in
our human tent. This truth that our spirits have been made alive to God because of what Jesus
has done for us, then in us, is the source of love, joy, and peace, to which nothing human
compares! It is most magnificent thing that can ever happen to a human being!
The experience of saving grace, life in the Spirit through what Jesus has done, is something we
desire for every person on the planet, and especially so for those we have loved for a lifetime,
our family and friends. We have become convinced of eternal realities, that the truth is there is
more to living than just what we are experiencing right now. There are eternal realities for
which we are being prepared, and it becomes a consuming Desire, a Pure Motive in
Intercession, that those we love may be made alive to God too!
I. We are Eternal Beings with an Eternal Destiny:
In order to have a clear and Biblical doctrinal understanding of Heaven and Hell, there are three
essential Scriptural teachings, which must be grasped if we are to have a right doctrine of the fact
that eternity awaits us in one of two destinations: Heaven or Hell:
First, the Biblical understanding is that Death as a Fact of Life. God created us eternal, spiritual
beings, with the capacity to know and walk with Him, as is pictured in the Garden of Eden.
Human beings chose to embrace sin, and so introduced death into the human experience.
Human beings alone, of all created order of God, have the unique privilege of knowing of their
impending death and coming to terms with it in our own hearts. Hebrews 9:27 “man is destined
to die once and after that to face the judgment,”
Psalm 89:48 “What man can live and not see death, or save himself from the power of the
grave?”
Psalm 90:10 “The length of our days is 70 years – or 80 if we have strength; yet their span is but
trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass and we fly away.”
Second, the Biblical understanding is that all human beings will stand before God because He
has chosen to create us with the ability to know Him and prepare for eternity. The Bible teaches
us there will be a Resurrection after Death when a new body is given to the soul and spirit.
John 5:28, 29 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all are in their graves will
hear His voice and come out – those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have
done evil will rise to be condemned.”
The Bible cuts a straight swath of truth. Death is not the end of life, it is the beginning of eternal
life either in resurrection power of Christ in heaven for those who have believed and received
Him as Lord and Savior, or in resurrection to eternal punishment for those who have refused and
forsaken Christ Jesus!
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Third, the Biblical understanding is that after we have died and have been risen, there will be a
Day of Judgment that People of all ages will in fact face in eternity:
II Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive what is due him for the things done in the body whether good or bad.”
Revelation 20:12 “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne and the books
were opened. Another book was opened which is the Book of Life. The dead were judged
according to what they had done as recorded in the books.”
Understanding these three Scriptural truths is essential to a correct understanding of
Heaven as the place of eternal abode with the Lord God and Hell as the place of eternal
punishment. The truth is that through the great message of His Gospel God has made His
mercy, grace, and salvation available to us all in Christ Jesus to enable each one of us to prepare
to face our death, resurrection, and judgment.
There are two great questions that always come up when one deals with this doctrine of life after
death, heaven and hell, which are answered by our grasp of Biblical truth:
Question #1 – Would a merciful, loving God really cast anyone to hell forever? The answer is
“Yes,” provided that we have a Biblical doctrine of hell based upon our understanding of death,
resurrection, and judgment. In the final analysis, each one of us makes the determination of
our own Eternal Destiny by our choice of what we do with what Jesus Christ did for us on
the Cross!
If we choose to refuse and reject Christ, we have on one to blame but ourselves for an eternal
punishment we receive. We choose where we will spend eternity and there are only two options:
Smoking and non-smoking!
Question #2 – Can a person repent on his deathbed or dying breaths and truly be saved from a
sinner’s hell? Again the answer is “yes” if we have sincere faith in the Word of God as His truth
and sincerely repent of our sins.
Luke 23:42, 43 – The dying thief “said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come in your Kingdom!’
And Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I say to you, today you shall be with me in Paradise.”
II. There is a Real Heaven, the Eternal Dwelling Place of God:
John 14:1 – 4 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust also in me. In my Father’s
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Verse 6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.’”
Please notice with me that those four words are of the most profound nature in the world to
people who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. “In my Father’s House…” They refer to heaven as
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the eternal dwelling place of God Almighty, the Lord Omnipotent who lives and reigns forever
and ever.
The ancients of the faith who are our brothers and sisters in the faith were commended for their
faith in the great role-call of the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11. They all had Fixed their Eyes
expressly on their Destination, the great and glorious time when their lives would be over and
they would go to be with the Lord: Hebrews 11:10 the author refers especially to Abraham “For
he was looking forward to the city with foundations whose architect and builder is God.”
This second truth of our Lord Jesus that we need to grasp concerning heaven is that there is a
heavenly home, a permanent place of abode that we are going to which Christ Himself is now
Preparing for those of us who are Washed in His precious Blood, and who have been
Cleansed of our Sin and Self-Interest.
Paul gives us another word concerning the very same truth in II Corinthians 5:1, “Now we know
that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed we have a building of God, an eternal house in
heaven, not built by human hands.” The Word of God explicitly teaches that this life is
Temporal and fading away. This life is Preparatory for the next life and it is therefore not to
be clutched onto or loved as though this is all there is.
Because this is true I am called by the Lord Jesus to live in such a way as to be Investing my life
here, that is making decisions on the values and ethics of the kingdom of God as though this life
is not my permanent residence. There is a profound thought communicated by Jesus about living
here in ways that are investing in heaven.
If I am sowing my treasure here on earth, then every day I live I am closer to death and leaving
my treasure behind. But if my treasure is in heaven then every day I live and prepare for my
death, I am closer to my treasure! So are we living in a way that moves us away from treasures
on earth or toward our treasure in heaven?
If this is my home then I use everything at my disposal to invest in here. But if heaven is my
home, then I use only what I must to live here, and invest all of my heart, time, and talents in
kingdom of heaven foci! That’s precisely why Jesus said the following in Matthew 6:19 – 21:
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust
do not destroy and thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is there your heart
will be also.”
The third truth for us to grasp about heaven is that the Lord Jesus Himself is the
Guarantor of our Salvation, our Eternal Destiny to dwell in the presence of God forever!
Verse 6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.’”
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III. Hell is a Place of Torment:
Jesus tells a story of this life where a poor man named Lazarus is down and out and begs for help
and justice from this rich man who was self-indulgent every day. Jesus is pointing out that this
life is preparatory for the next life where all wrongs are made right and all injustice is turned
around. Both men died; the great equalizer of all people.
The poor man, Lazarus, got a common burial that isn’t even mentioned, but because he’d made
preparations of the heart to meet God, his pallbearers were angels who carried him to Abraham’s
side in heaven.
The rich man also died and how his burial must have been with great pomp and show, of how the
people made fuss and a religious racket over this great man’s death! And how foolish people can
be to judge by merely outward criteria because this man’s burial was his last great hurrah. When
his eyes closed here he woke up in hell!
Jesus is using this story to introduce to His hearers the Truth of Eternal Hell. As we begin let’s
just be honest with each other and state the obvious: Hell is not in style at all these days!!
Luke 16:23 “In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with
Lazarus by his side.” Verse 24b . . . “I am in agony in this fire.”
Revelation 14:11 “And the smoke of their torment rises up for ever and ever. There is no rest day
or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of
his name.”
As I studied this passage this week I was gripped in my heart by those two words in the
paragraph here; “torment” and “agony.” These words are not merely describing some spiritual or
mental experience for us. They’re descriptive of horrible physical pain, the likes of which this
world has never seen.
Torment – is the Greek word “basanois,” “the place of applying torture, to place upon the rack,
to apply means of punishment,” from the root word meaning “to place through fire to discern or
assay the quality of a metal.” Thus, it adequately becomes a word picture for what goes on in
hell-fire!
Agony – is the Greek word “odunomai,” “pain of body or mind, suffering great sorrow, deep
agitation.” It is used to describe the anguish Mary and Joseph felt when they couldn’t find Jesus.
The reference here is of the violent pain of the heart one will feel in the grief of exclusion from
salvation, the physical torments of those who have sealed their damnation in hell.
The question I ask myself, which Jesus answers with His profound story is this: What is the
person experiencing who has chosen to enter eternity without repentance and refusing The
Lord’s gracious offer of salvation? First, he is in awful and excruciating agony that we just can’t
begin to imagine. He is being Tortured. “I am in agony in this fire.”
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Secondly, he is fully Aware of who he is and where he is. He could talk, he could reason, he
could taste, and he had appetite, he could hear. In other words he was fully a person there.
Third, not only did he have all is senses, he also had his memory of how it used to be when he
and Lazarus were alive and how it could have been different. He had come to the awful
realization that he now had to pay for the choices he had made. This was perhaps the most awful
thing he had to deal with; his Remorse and Regret.
But by far the most awful thing about hell that Jesus paints for us in this story that just crushes
my heart and moves my soul is that this is a place that is totally void of the Presence of God
or any of the Good Things He brings by His presence. In hell there is nothing good at all, no
light of God, no truth, no understanding, no love at all of any kind, no relationships, no
compassion or caring.
Because we believe in a solid, fundamental doctrinal of hell, we must be people who don’t want
anyone to go there. It cuts my heart and soul when I hear friends jokingly say, “Oh I’m gong to
hell all right, but I’ll have lots of buddies there.” Oh really, will you? What this rich man who is
there says is please don’t let anyone else come here, Father Abraham, please send Lazaras to my
friends to warn them!
Talk about missionary and evangelistic zeal! It sure is alive in hell. Those who are there don’t
want anybody else to come! They want all men everywhere to repent and now Christ before it’s
too late!
IV. Hell is a Fixed Destiny Forever:
Luke 16:26“And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed so that those
who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.”
We simply must hear what is being said here. Between Paradise and Hades a Great Chasm has
been Fixed. The Lord God has placed that chasm there to make it impossible for anyone there to
cross over to Paradise, or form the inhabitant of Paradise to go rescue souls in Hades, “those who
want to go from here to you cannot.” The Bible clearly teaches that unrepentant sin must be dealt
with severely and this sounds awfully severe to me. Once a person is in hell he is there to stay.
The Bible says all sin that has not been owned and repented of will be dealt with at His judgment
seat. The doctrine of hell God put in His Word to us is a picture of His righteousness and justice.
He has said that there will be a time when all sin will be paid for. It will either be marked paid in
full by the shed blood of Christ through our deep surrender to Him as Lord and Savior or else we
will pay for it ourselves in eternal punishment in hell. The choice is ours.
It is important that we understand the mercy and grace of God is available to all who believe. No
one has to go to hell. As a matter of fact if anyone does Go to Hell it won’t be God’s Idea. Hell
wasn’t even created for human beings to be sent there. Listen carefully to the truth about Hell
that we learn from these words of Jesus.
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Matthew 25:41 “Then he said to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”
Conclusion:
Now, as promised earlier in the message, we are turning to our own hearts as individuals and
asking ourselves some very straight questions about our lives of the past week or days.
Do I really understand the Biblical doctrines of eternal heaven as a place of life with God, and
hell as a place of torment and agony that is fixed as an eternal place of punishment for all who
reject Jesus and His offer of salvation?
As a follower of Jesus here this morning, what does my understanding of the doctrine of hell
move me to feel from my heart toward lost people? What do I do to prevent people from entering
eternity without Christ? Do I have the evangelistic zeal of lost souls in hell for others?
Are you here this morning without a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as your Lord and
Savior? Perhaps you’ve never repented or turned to Christ in your heart and received His
forgiveness, cleansing, and power to live differently. Perhaps you knew Him at one time and
now are not where you once were with Him. Whatever your situation or how you got there,
would you like to come and do business with Him this morning and turn your heart to Him?
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FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM:
8. “There Is a Real Heaven and a Real Eternal Hell"
Luke 16:19 – 31
Introduction:
Our topic for the first part of 2018 is “Friendship Evangelism,” a term meaning to care deeply
about the spiritual lives of people we love.
Right before Jesus went back to heaven He left His followers specific marching orders. The call
is to welcome the Holy Spirit to live in our lives and participate with Him in M__________
D_______________. Acts 1:8
Christians are people who have chosen to permit the Holy Spirit to walk us to the Cross and
make it personal. We B_____________ what Jesus did was for us, we R_________ of our sins
and we ask Jesus to F___________ us. I John 1:9, Ephesians 2:1, 2 and 4 – 7.
The truth made alive in our hearts by the indwelling Holy Spirit becomes foundational to the way
we live. It is also something we desperately desire for others, especially those we have loved for
a lifetime.
There are eternal realities ahead of us and it is a consuming D___________, a pure
M____________ for our intercession that those we love may be prepared to meet the Lord
someday too!
I. We are Eternal Beings with an Eternal Destiny:
There are three Scriptural truths we need to see and understand as we consider eternity, life in
Heaven or in Hell:
1. The Biblical understanding that D________ is a F_______ of L______. Hebrews 9:27, Psalm
89:48, Psalm 90:10
2. The Biblical understanding of a R___________________ after D________ John 5:28, 29.
Death is not the end of life it is the beginning of eternity!
3. The Biblical understanding of a D____ of J_____________ for all people. II Corinthians 5:10
and Revelation 20:12
There are two great questions that always come up when people thing about eternity:
1. Would a loving, merciful God really send someone to Hell?
2. Can a person repent on his/her deathbed and be truly saved?
II. There Is a Real Heaven the Dwelling Place of God: John 14:1 – 4, 6
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The great truth expressed in four little words: “In my Father’s house.” Heaven is the eternal
dwelling place of God and those who love Him.
The ancients of the faith, or brothers and sisters (Hebrews 11) all had their eyes F_______ on
their D_________________.
Second, Jesus is now P_____________ a place in heaven for those who are W___________ by
His precious shed B__________.
Because we are citizens of heaven we are called to live in this world as though it is temporary
and fading away. We are called to live here preparing for heaven, to I_________ our lives here,
Matthew 6:19 – 21
Third, Jesus Himself is the G_____________ of our S______________ the only door into
heaven John 10:7 – 10 and 14:6
III. Hell Is a Place of Eternal Torment: Luke 16:19
The story of the poor man Lazarus and the rich man is Jesus’ way of introducing His hearers to
the truth of E___________ H______. Luke 16:23, 24 and Revelation 14:11
There are two words that gripped my heart as I studied them, relating to the experience of people
in Hell: T______________ and A__________!
The question is what are people going to experience who reject the offer of God’s grace to save
them?
First, the Bible says they will be T_____________.
Secondly, they will be A_________ of who they are and where they are! Third, they will live in
R______________ and R__________.
But the worst thing is that it is totally void of the presence of God’s L_____!
Listen to the “rich man’s” evangelistic zeal!
IV. Hell Is a Fixed Destiny Forever: Luke 16:26
Jesus tells His hearers there is between Paradise and Hades a G_________ C___________
placed there by God Himself so no one can cross over!
The Bible tells us sin must be paid for: It will either be paid in full by the precious blood of Jesus
as we repent and believe in this life. Or we will pay for it forever in eternal Hell!
Jesus is very clear in His teaching that if anyone does in fact G___ to H_____ it will not have
been G_____ I______, Matthew 24:41.
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. When you think about what the Bible says concerning people spending eternity either in
Heaven or in Hell, what impact does that truth have on how you feel about people and how
you intercede for your loved ones?

2. According to Acts 1:8 what is the relationship of the role of witnessing or telling people
your story and choosing to walk with the Holy Spirit in life.

3. Have you heard the two questions about a loving God sending people to Hell and
deathbed repentance from people in your sphere of influence?

4. We saw the Biblical teaching of death as a fact of life, resurrection after we die, and
pending judgment on all human beings. Do you think many people in your sphere of
influence really believe these truths?

5. Do you think people understand what Jesus wanted His hearers to hear and understand,
that Heaven in the eternal dwelling place of God and those who love Him and His will?
6. Jesus told His hearers the “rich man” was in Hades, in torment and agony. Do you think
people believe what Jesus said about Hell in His teaching session?
7. Jesus painted a picture for His hearers that the “rich man” was aware of who he was and
where he was. He was filled with remorse and regret. How does that truth impact the way
you see your friends and pray for them?
8. The point was made in the message: “If anyone does go to Hell it will not have been
God’s idea.” Why is that piece of information important to us?
9. Read together aloud Matthew 16:17 – 20, Revelation 1:17 – 20, 14:9 – 12, 20:10 – 15 and
discuss insights you have about Hell, eternal torment.

10. How does the belief that there is a real Heaven and a real Hell impact the way we care
about those who are not ready to die, how we feel toward them, and how we pray for them?
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