December 10, 2017 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
JOHN’S GOSPEL: JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
81. “Jesus is Patient with our Doubts”
John 20:24 – 31
Introduction:
We have been studying the Gospel of John since September 2015. Presently were studying
John’s words about the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, to the glory of God
the Father, granting to all who believe in and receive Jesus, the power to win over sin’s power to
rule our hearts, death’s ability to create fear in us, and all of the powers of Hell.
Jesus demonstrated for all of His people to see and understand the truth that the last enemy of
God to be defeated is death. And the power of death died when Jesus entered it on our behalf.
Death’s ability to enslave us to fear because of sin in our lives was destroyed because Jesus came
out of the clutches of death, because His Pappa God said so! Paul would write these incredible
words to the Corinthian church about the power of death being put to death in Jesus.
I Corinthians 15:54b – 58 “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is you
victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear
brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor is not in vain.”
That first resurrection morning begins a unique and interesting portion of our Savior’s life and
ministry. It represents a transition period between His Earthly Ministry and His heavenly
exaltation at the Right Hand of the Father on High. He knew He was risen King Jesus, Lord
of heaven and earth, but there were things to attend to here on earth, to demonstrate to His
bewildered followers who He really is and what it was that they had really come to believe.
These message-bearers needed to have a clear witness in their (as we must also today) that what
Jesus did for us on the Cross and by His resurrection life is sufficient for the salvation and eternal
life of every human being on planet earth! Only Jesus can make a spirit that was dead in sins
alive to God!
Jesus is showing us truth about a life that is hidden with Christ in God’s presence. What we see
in Jesus living on earth while honoring heaven, is a picture for us of what it means to live with
our hearts and our heads belonging to heaven, all the while having our feet planted firmly on the
earth.
What kind of Savior is this Jesus we have come to love and adore? Acts 1:3 “After his suffering,
he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive. He
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.”
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a.) He is a Living Christ – The resurrection of Jesus means that He is alive for ever and ever, and
He holds the key to eternal life and eternal punishment. The true Christ of Christianity is not
merely a suffering, bleeding, dying Redeemer. He is alive and is afire with the love of God
streaming from His face! In the book of Revelation, when John saw the risen and glorious Jesus
Christ, he was overwhelmed and he fell face-down in adoration and praise.
Revelation 1:17, 18: “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right
hand on me and said: ‘DO not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was
dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”
b.) He is a Victorious Christ – The resurrection of Jesus is the ultimate triumph over all of the
schemes, wiles, and tactics of Satan our archenemy. It is our victory over sin, death, and all the
powers of hell. Our part in this victory is to Accept by Faith what He has done for us and
Receive His Life and power out in our hearts every day. He says to His followers, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” The mighty power of His resurrection is
available to you and to me for daily living.
c.) He is a Loving Christ – The resurrection of Jesus gives us a picture of a Christ who loved us
so deeply and tenderly that He willingly took into Himself all that we had done that was
offensive to the Father and crucified it for us. He walks among us and ministers to us with tender
mercy, like that with which He touched Mary of Magdala and Thomas the doubter.
d.) He is a Patient and Compassionate Christ – The portion of Scripture we will be studying
this morning is a beautiful picture of Jesus patiently and compassionately working in the life of
Thomas. When Jesus first showed Himself to His followers in the upper room, Thomas was not
there. In His doubting, he had made the brash statement, John records in John 20:25 “Unless I
see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his
side, I will not believe it.” This incredibly beautiful passage of Scripture has some things to teach
us about Jesus’ ways with some of us when we struggle to believe Him.
When Jesus met with Thomas during the second week of His ministry on the earth He revealed
Himself to Thomas as the Risen King Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth. The reason we know this
was the second week is the Bible says it was the second week. That first resurrection day
meeting was minus one disciple: Thomas. He wasn’t there and he made the audacious statement
we just read aloud that he really didn’t believe the brothers who told him “Jesus is alive!”
Thomas blustered at them all. It is as though he is saying, “Your suffering and grief have caused
you to lose your marbles!” With tenderness Jesus seems to completely overlook Thomas’
obstinate heart and unreasonableness of a week earlier. Jesus seems, on the contrary, to be
anxious to remove his difficulties and enable him to believe, with the words He spoke to Him:
“Stop doubting and believe.”
It is really important for us to know the difference Jesus sees in our hearts between
Doubting and the wicked Sin of Unbelief! If you recall, some of the other Gospel writers
talked about Jesus anger at the religious leaders for their stubborn refusal to believe Him despite
the signs He gave to them! Thomas, on the other hand is a man with doubts. He was
overwhelmed, not so much by the physical wounds of Jesus, but by His heart-searching
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omniscience, and the incredible grace with which Jesus submitted to his proud and unbelieving
demands. He responds with an incredulous “My Lord and my God!”
There are some powerful lessons here for us as we study this text showing us how tenderly Jesus
worked in the heart of a follower who struggled to believe Him. So let’s examine them shall we?
I. Jesus is a Christ Who Speaks to Our Hearts:
Jesus came to them that second week in order to speak to the hearts of those who had gathered in
the house after having gone to His courts to praise Him and to pour out their hearts to Him in
prayer. He had promised that He will return to them and here He is!
He knows what they have been thinking, saying, and doing all week. Jesus knew all about
Thomas’ actions of the previous Sunday. He had heard his willful words and skepticism and
doubts, with his brothers. Jesus showed Thomas that He knew all about it, all the sin, the
obstinacy, and the doubts he felt. And He went right to Thomas to Speak Directly into his
Heart about what was going on inside him.
What we see in this picture is a pretty powerful truth of His kingdom on earth. As He met with
His followers in this text, even so He meets with us here today. Have we not often been struck
with how a preacher of the Gospel message seems to know exactly what we have been thinking
or even talking about in the privacy of our home? Haven’t we all had the unnerving experience
of a preacher revealing our inmost thoughts and unveiling our hearts? Maybe we thought, “How
in the world did he know about that? Did my kids tell him about me?” Perhaps we heard a song
or a prayer was prayed that exposed out inmost thoughts to us!
The Lord Jesus has made it clear that the preaching of His Gospel message is an activity He
desires to Anoint and use in powerful ways to Reveal Himself to our hearts. He who stands
behind and in the preaching of His word, has made the following disclosure about His ability to
know and speak to our hearts.
Hebrews 4:12, 13 “His word is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”
Don’t be fearful, full of dread or condemnation about struggling with doubts. That passage
concludes verse 16 “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
So if we’re here this morning loaded down with cares, or questions, or doubts, He is coming to
seek us out right now to help with the sweet blessing of patient and drawing love. The Lord
Jesus has light for our darkness, strength for our weakness, comfort for our sorrow, and
Tender Loving Compassion for our Doubts and Fears. So let’s bring Him what we are truly
feeling today, good or bad, and lay it at His feet with the confidence that He already knows about
it anyway and cares deeply for us right where we are!

3

II. Jesus is a Christ Who is Patient with Doubters:
The second thing we learn about the Risen King Jesus from this story is that He is infinitely
patient and tender with doubters. How gentle is His treatment of Thomas, free of rebuke and
scorn or offense. He even withholds the gentle reproof of His doubting follower until after
Thomas feels restored by His grace and love. Jesus was gracious with Thomas in his skepticism
and his stubborn refusal to accept the testimony of his brothers. And the truth is that what
Thomas said to his brothers, on that first resurrection evening, honestly bordered on the ugly sin
of unbelief!
If the truth were told by all of us in this place today, we could all look back on times when Jesus
was infinitely patient with us too. How tenderly and compassionately the Lord works with those
of us who long to know Him more intimately than we presently do, yet seemingly struggle so
hard to get to know Him better.
The Spirit of Jesus has been incredibly gracious and patient with me, when I have done things
that have broken His heart. He has patiently borne with me when I have struggled with believing
and with very imperfect faith.
He has met me in the exact same way as He met Thomas: He met me where I was and began to
slowly move me into a deepening and broadening understanding of who He is and what He came
to earth to do for me. He meets with me in the early morning while I carefully and slowly read
His Word, giving me insights and thoughts I could not create on my own!
The moral to this story is that we shouldn’t be discouraged by the struggles we have to believe
Him, to walk in maturing faith. The Master will meet us Right Where we Are, will take all
that we can give to Him, and will lead us further down the pathways to His righteousness if we
will simply Decide to Follow along as He draws us and leads us to His heart!
If we are suffering, discouraged, and struggling to regain inner victory in our faith walk with
God we should take courage from this story. The Lord cares infinitely for us all and is reaching
to us, regardless of how “together” we have it all presently! “Blessed and patient Christ Jesus,
Lord of heaven and earth, how tenderly You have reached Your mercy to us again and again!”
III. Jesus is a Christ Who Reveals Himself to Us:
This incident in the lives of Thomas and all of those who saw it take place is a picture for all to
see that Jesus is loving and compassionate to us in all of our doubts, fears, suspicions, and
difficulties in believing God. The true Answer to all of these issues of the heart is the
Revelation of Christ Jesus Himself. Jesus healed Thomas of his skepticism, not by reasoning
with him, but by showing Himself to him. He reached out to him and showed him the nail prints
and the hole in His side.
John 20:27 “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side.
Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas needed no more convincing; he had seen the Lord Jesus for
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himself, felt His living flesh, and above all he had experienced Jesus’ heart searching gaze of
love, a deep desire to be loved and trusted flowing from His heart to Thomas.
The answer to all of our doubts, fears, skepticism, and distrust is Jesus’ holy Presence making
Himself know to us in our hearts, making His Word alive in us like a fire in our bones.
Jesus promised to do this for us earlier in John’s Gospel account in 14:21b “He who loves me
will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”
This is exactly what the Hebrew author told us in Hebrews 1:1 – 3a “In the past God spoke to
our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made
the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being,
sustaining everything by his powerful word.”
When you get alone with God this week for your time of reading the Bible and prayer, don’t
think of it as merely a discipline to be maintained. Think of it as a Relationship to be
Cultivated, a Love-Life to be expressed! When we take the time to be alone with Jesus He is
sitting there with us, living in us, and who desires to make Himself known to us as we invest
quality time in His presence!
When we leave this building today we engage in our role as His witnesses is to enable people to
see Jesus. We will never win anyone to Christ through any logic, by argument, theological
position, or by expounding our doctrines. What every person in our sphere of influence needs is
to meet Jesus. He is the solution to difficulties and pain. Jesus crucified for our sins, risen Lord
who cares deeply for every one we meet. People in our sphere of influence need to meet this
Jesus who lives in you and me!
IV. Jesus is a Christ Who is Divine:
Thomas’ response was, “My Lord and my God!” For a Jewish man to say these words about
another person is a powerful thing to behold. Lord is a term that is reserved for one to whom one
submits. God is a reference to the absolute divinity, the Omniscience and Omnipotence of who
God is, the all-sufficient, all-encompassing Creator God. This would be blasphemy if applied to
anyone but God!
Yet Thomas crossed the threshold from doubting and obstinacy to believing and confession of
Jesus as Lord in a heartbeat. How did he do that so readily? He looked into the eyes of Jesus and
saw there something he had never seen before, the fixed gaze of God looking into him and
undoing the entirety of what he was. The Lord Jesus who stood before him was not merely a
good human teacher, a good moral model, or the leader of a movement. The Lord Jesus standing
before Thomas was nothing less than the eternal God, in person, living and breathing in a human
existence!
This is exactly what Peter meant when he stood before the Sanhedrin a few weeks later and
declared in Acts 2:36 “God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
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For the disciples of Jesus gathered there in the upper room with him on this day, Jesus was
without question the Son of God, risen King of all that is.
They believed Him to be Lord Over everything for the Church. What that meant to them was
that nothing on earth could even compare with Jesus, knowing him, experiencing His life in their
hearts. Their hearts were set on fire with His love and their value systems were turned on their
ears. The things and the problems of this world order of things seemed to pale by comparison to
who Jesus is.
Is this our picture of who the Risen Lord Jesus really is today right now in this room? Do we
believe Him to be Lord over everything we face in life? Does He tower over difficult things we
have to walk through and does He grant us victory over the will of our adversaries? If the answer
to any of those questions is no, we haven’t engaged with the Risen Lord Jesus deeply enough
yet!
V. Jesus is a Christ Who Expects Our Implicit Faith:
Verses 28, 29 “Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you
have seen me, you believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
Jesus addresses two kinds of faith in this text, in Thomas’ life – one that is elementary and one
that is maturing and God-honoring.
1. The Having Seen kind of faith: “Because you have seen me you have believed.” He
accepted that this is a starting point for Thomas, and it often is for many of us as well.
Faith that springs from sight, from answers to prayer, from having seen God act is good.
2. But there is a higher level of faith that takes a human heart deeper into the heart of God.
That is the having Never Seen and yet Believing kind of faith; “blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.” This kind of faith receives Jesus’ highest blessing
because it reveals a simple, childlike trust that He is who He says He is and will do what
He has said He will do.
The gift of faith to trust the Lord is absolutely essential to our experiencing the salvation of our
souls, the forgiveness of sins, and the joy of becoming brand new in Christ Jesus. Receiving
Jesus as Savior and Lord is as simple as choosing to take Him at His word, believing that He
really does want to help you and me in our time of need. When the Holy Spirit of Jesus comes to
live in a life, no one has to tell you that He came and stayed! You have His clear inner witness, a
second clear voice beckoning you to Jesus, to the Cross, to the Risen Christ!
When we come to Jesus and ask Him to forgive us we often feel unworthy, helpless, and
hopeless because we feel Condemned by all of our sins and failures that is not the voice of the
Holy Spirit. The reason I know that is a word from John three: “I have not come into the world
to condemn the world but to save it!” The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus and He will always
act like Jesus! When He Convicts us it is always with a view to Victory in Jesus! When He
convicts us it is always with a view to redeeming love for us
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The truth is that He sees us in our sins and failures and loves us anyway, accepts us right where
we are, forgives us of all our sins, and cleanses us of all unrighteousness. This is His promise. I
John 1:9 “If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us of our sins and cleanse
us of all unrighteousness.” If we turn to the Lord Jesus today and trust Him to forgive us, cleanse
us, and come to live in our heart, He will never ever cast us away, and He will receive us warmly
into His family!
As a believer today I want to leave you with a word of encouragement. Are you praying and
praying about something or someone that is really difficult, for which you know you must have
God’s action in that circumstance or in that other person’s will and heart in order to succeed?
Do we ever wonder why sometimes our prayers are unanswered, perhaps for years? John
20:29 is our verse today. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
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JOHN’S GOSPEL, JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
81. “Jesus Is Patient with our Doubts"
John 20:24 – 31
Introduction:
We are studying the Gospel of John. We are in the story of the resurrection of Jesus. The power of death over
us died when Jesus entered it for us all. I Corinthians 15:54b – 58
The first resurrection morning and week represents a transition in the life of Jesus, between His E__________
M___________ and exaltation to the R________ H______ of the Father.
Jesus shows us what a life that loves and honors God looks like. It has its heart and mind belonging to heaven
and its feet firmly planted on earth!
Jesus moved in the midst of His people for forty days, Acts 1:3. He shows them and us, He is: 1. The
L_________ Christ … 2. The V_______________ Christ … 3. The L_________ Christ 4. The P____________
and C___________________ Christ. When Jesus met with Thomas that second week and revealed Himself to
his doubting follower!
It is really important for us to see and understand the difference between D_____________ and the wicked sin
of U______________. There are some wonderful lessons for us here …
I. Jesus is a Christ Who Speaks to Our Hearts:
Jesus came to them that second week to speak to the hearts of the gathered worshipers. He knew all about
Thomas’ words and actions. Jesus went right to Thomas to S_________ D__________ to his H________ about
what Thomas had been thinking and living with for a week!
As Jesus met with those early followers so He meets with us here today.
Jesus has made it clear the preaching of His Gospel message is an activity He desires to A__________ and use
to R___________ Himself to us! Hebrews 4:12, 13 … and the text concludes in verse 16.
Jesus has light, strength, comfort, and tender loving C__________________!
II. Jesus is a Christ Who is Patient with Doubters:
How gentle Jesus is with Thomas, free of R____________ and S________.
Truth be told, Jesus has been tenderly patient with us too, has He not?
Jesus has been infinitely patient with me. He took me from what I was and slowly moved me to deeper
understanding of who He is and what He came to earth to do for us all!
Jesus is looking to meet us W_________ W__ A____ and gently lead us on the path of righteousness if we
simply D____________ to F_____________ as He leads us to His heart!
III. Jesus is a Christ Who Reveals Himself to Us:
Jesus addressed a lot in the hearts of His followers: doubts, fears, difficulty in believing Him. The true
A_____________ to all of these needs is simply a R________________ of the Spirit of Risen Christ within us.
John 20:27
This is exactly what the Hebrew author wrote about in Hebrews 1:1 – 3
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When you get alone with Jesus in His Word and prayer this week, think of it as a R_____________________
to be C______________ and a love-life to be E_____________!
IV. Jesus is a Christ Who is Divine:
Thomas calls Jesus “My Lord and my God!” Two incredibly important words are used there.
How did Thomas cross over from skepticism to belief? The Lord Jesus who was looking at Him was more
than a good man or teacher. He is the eternal God in human existence! Acts 2:36 Peter’s words …
These people believed Jesus was L______ over E______________ for the Church He died to create! Is this our
picture of Jesus today?
V. Jesus is a Christ Who Expects our Implicit Faith:
Jesus addresses two kinds of faith here: The H_________ S_____ kind of faith and the N________ having seen
yet B______________ kind of faith.
When the Holy Spirit comes to live in a life no one has to tell the person He came to stay.
The clear difference between feeling C____________ by free floating guilt, and being C________________ by
the Holy Spirit. He is the Spirit of Jesus and He acts like Jesus acted … I John 1:9
For we who have been praying for something or someone … John 20:29
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. What is the difference between skepticism and doubt as opposed to the sin of unbelief? Why is
unbelief so sinful?

2. Why do you think John tells us the story of Thomas doubting and then a week later having the
opportunity to respond to Jesus in person?
3. John tells us Jesus’ followers were full of joy and excitement when they met the risen Lord
Jesus. What do you think John wants the readers to understand from his accounts of what
happened in all of their hearts and lives?

4. Why do you think John goes to such great lengths to make sure his readers know he was an
eye-witness to all of the things he writes about?

5. John records Thomas going from skepticism and doubting to alive with faith and calling Jesus
his Lord and God. What made the change in his heart and mind?

6. What do you think Jesus talked about the two different kinds of faith, in John 20:29? He talks
about the “having seen” kind and the not “having seen” yet believing kind of faith. Why? What
does he want the readers to know?

7. What should we take away from this text concerning someone or something we have prayed
for, for a long time and still see no answers?

8. Read together aloud Acts 1:1 - 11. What insights do you see concerning the testimony of the
followers of Jesus from this resurrection account?
9. Read together aloud James 1:5 – 8 and James 4:1 – 10 and discuss insights you have regarding
what James writes about having doubting, double-minded, and unanswered prayers.

10. Is there anything about these accounts of the risen Lord Jesus that has impacted you in a new
way? Would you please share your thoughts with your Home Group members?
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