November 19, 2017 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
JOHN’S GOSPEL: JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD
78. “From Friday Afternoon to Sunday Morning”
John 19:28 – 42
Introduction:
We are studying John’s Gospel account of the life and ministry of Jesus the Son of God. John
wrote to focus on the truth that Jesus is both the Son of God and the Son of Man. He is the Word
made flesh, who came into this world to make it possible for us all to enter into a relationship
with God as our Father, Jesus as our Savior, and the Holy Spirit as indwelling Counselor.
John wrote 25 years after Matthew, Mark, and Luke had completed their accounts. John isn’t
trying to reemphasize what they wrote. John writes to help us to see things that the other authors
didn’t include in their stories about Jesus, to fill in gaps in the information about Jesus’ life and
teachings. Because John wrote his Gospel we have an enormous amount of truth about the events
at the end of Jesus’ life we wouldn’t have if he had not written this gospel message for us.
From the last words of John 12 through John 20:1 seven chapters are devoted to Jesus’ final
hours on earth as He prepared to offer Himself as the once-and-for-all Sacrifice for Our Sins.
When someone is going to die, you listen carefully to what they are saying because you know it
has deep meaning to the speaker. You pay careful attention because you don’t want to miss
anything they are saying or doing. You want to cherish every word and action. As John listened
to what Jesus spoke and witnessed what Jesus did he cherished the words and actions!
These seven chapters contain some of the most meaningful statements Jesus made about His
Life, Death, and Ministry for us all on the Cross. John says Jesus introduces us to the Father
God and the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, making the presence of Jesus known and felt in our
spirits His life has invaded and made alive. We have them to read and embrace because John is
right there as an eye-witness to it all, then obeyed the Spirit’s leadership as he was led by the
Spirit of God to write this Gospel.
When Jesus the eternal Son of God stepped out of heaven and came to the earth, He inaugurated
a kingdom that has its origins in heaven, and is a demonstration of the Values, the Desires, and
the Ethics of heaven living here on earth! The kingdom of God on earth is founded on holy, selfemptying, other-oriented love dwelling in human lives. These human lives have been invaded
by the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Adoption, making us know
for certain we are the sons and daughters of God!
Last week we studied the last three hours of Jesus’ life and what happened at the instant of His
death. Permit me to remind you of a simple truth. All through the Gospel of John we have heard
Jesus say He came down from heaven to absolutely complete the will of the Father for His life. It
is one of John’s most repeated themes: Jesus loved the Father so deeply He was willing to obey
His will knowing it meant He would be our Redeemer. Jesus knew He would be lifted up on a
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Cross as our sin-bearer and that He would shed His precious blood to cleanse us of sin, sin’s
power to enslave us, fleshly self-interest!
Last week we noted some really incredible truths together as we studied the passage from John
19 and brought Matthew 27, Mark 15, and Luke 22 together with what John wrote. We saw John
clearly has in mind the Passover Lamb that was being slain that weekend. John notes the
fulfillment of Scripture the death of Jesus as our “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world,” really was.
We noted John carefully records that the reed they used to lift the wine vinegar to Jesus was a
branch of the Hyssop plant. They were to use Hyssop plants to apply the blood to their homes, on
the sides and the top of the doorframe. This was recorded for the children of Israel by Moses in
Exodus 12.
John’s reference is to the night of the first Passover and in his mind’s eye he sees Jesus being the
absolute fulfillment of the Passover Lamb. One of the clear things specified about the lamb that
was slain in the Passover ritual was, that none of its bones shall be broken. In a detailed
instruction written by Moses in we read in Numbers 9:12 “They must not leave any of it till
morning or break any of its bones. When they celebrate the Passover, they must follow all the
regulations.”
John 19:33 – 37 “But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not
break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden
flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He
knows he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so
that the Scripture would be fulfilled: ‘Not one of his bones shall be broken,’ and, another
Scripture says, ‘They will look on the one they have pierced.’”
Paul adds to what John is communicating to us in I Corinthians 5:6b, 7: “Don’t you know that a
little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a
new batch without yeast as you really are. For Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.”
What is really striking about this text is Jesus died at the exact time the Priests and Levites in the
temple were killing the sacrificial Passover Lambs! The fact is given to us in John 19:31, “Now
it was the day of preparation and the next day was to be a special Sabbath.” The day of
preparation on this Friday was the preparation of the Passover Lambs for all of the households in
Jerusalem. That is why John calls it a “special Sabbath!”
And we left off last week with the final words of Jesus: Three words in English, “It is finished!”
but actually only one word in Greek “tetelastai!” This word is the cry of a warrior who has just
triumphed over a foe in battle or in the arena. “It is finished!” “The battle is over and I have
triumphed!” We have to look at what the other Gospel accounts say in order to get the force of
Jesus’ words. Let’s read them again together.
Mark 15:34 “And at the ninth hour Jesus called out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani – which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

2

Mark 15:37 – 39 “With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his
cry and saw how he died, he said, ‘Surely this man was the Son of God!’”
Luke 23:46 “Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’
When he had said this he breathed his last.”
Remember the truth that Jesus came to complete the will of the Father that there would be a
Redeemer, a sin-bearer whom the Father God will accept on our behalf! So when Jesus said,
“tetelastai!” He was saying to His Father, “I have completed your will Pappa God! There is now
available to human hearts victory over sin, guilt, shame, iniquitous streams, the powers of Hell
and death!”
This morning as we study what happened immediately after Jesus died, we are going to do so by
looking at what happened in the lives of the people who were there at the Cross and in Jerusalem
on this special preparation day for the Passover!
John’s Testimony:
John 19:31 – 37 “Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special
Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they
asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore, came
and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and those of the other. But
when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead
one of the soldiers, pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.
The man who saw it has given this testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the
truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.”
John tells us the Jewish religious leaders are maneuvering things behind the scenes to get the
men on the crosses dead so they can be taken down from the crosses and not be hanging there
during the Passover celebration of God’s historic deliverance from death for the Jewish people.
The fact was some crucifixions dragged on for days as the victim suffered. So they asked Pilate
to have the legs broken so their death would be almost instantaneous because they could no
longer get oxygen into their lungs.
The soldiers broke the first two men’s legs but when they came to Jesus they saw He was already
dead. One of the soldiers standing there took a spear and pierced Jesus’ side with it, presumably
to insure He was dead, piercing the pericardial sac around the heart, bringing the sudden flow of
blood and water from around Jesus’ heart. The observation has been made for hundreds of years
that Jesus actually died from a broken heart for us all. Perhaps that is why Jesus died so quickly!
John tells us, he was there and saw it all as an eye-witness and is obeying the Holy Spirit’s
direction in writing this all down for everyone to be able to read in the written Word of God.
John wants us all to know what happened to Jesus as He died bearing the sins of the world! “The
man who saw it has given this testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the
truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe
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John goes out of his way to say. “I was right there! I saw Jesus die for us with my own eyes! My
testimony is true and you can Know for Certain and Believe Jesus was a real human being
who lived and died to purchase our pardon for sin!”
The Roman Centurion’s Testimony:
Matthew 27:50 – 54 “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom. The earth
shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had
died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into
the holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those who were with him,
who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and
exclaimed, ‘Surely he was the Son of God!’”
This Roman centurion and his men are hardened, professional killers. They did death by
crucifixion as a living. As Jesus hung on the Cross dying in our place the love He exhibited to
the very end caught their notice. If you are one of these men you are not accustomed to hearing
someone on a cross forgive you before they died! At other crucifixions the sky did not grow
black as night. This man was not dying like other men die screaming about themselves. Jesus
was completely different and they all knew it!
At the moment Jesus died, as His Spirit descended into the dark underworld of Hell’s domain,
His Spirit’s arrival among the dead shook things up to say the least. There are lots of people who
seem to forget a four-word-line in the Apostle’s Creed: “I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead.”
This line in the Creed enables us to see exactly how Jesus obtained all of the keys of Death and
Hell that He showed to John in Revelation 1:17, 18 “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the
Last. I am the Living One; I was dead and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the
keys of death and Hades.”
Matthew tells us the death of Jesus triggered a number of events that were eye-popping to these
hardened, professional killers.
1. The temple veil separating human beings from the very presence of God symbolized by
the Holy of Holies in the temple, was torn in two pieces from the top to the bottom
2. There was an earthquake as the ground shook, rocks were split open, as the earth was
reeling from the force of the death of the most magnificent human life that was ever
lived.
3. The tombs around Jerusalem broke open and people who believed God and walked with
God, holy people, rose from the dead, and after Jesus’ resurrection went into the city of
Jerusalem for a visit!
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This was more than these hardened, professional killers had bargained for. “When the centurion
and those who were with him, who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had
happened, they were terrified…” The Centurion speaks for the rest of them after they finally got
their knees to quit shaking from being terrified by the events. “The centurion … exclaimed,
‘Surely he was the Son of God!’”
The Priests and Levites Preparing Passover Lambs at the Temple:
Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record these words Matthew 27:51 for the reader: “At that moment
the curtain of the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom. The earth shook and the
rocks split.”
The curtain in the temple refers to the partition that separated the Holy Place where the Priests
did their work every day offering praise, reading Scripture, making offerings for the people, from
the Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest could go on one day of the year, offering
sacrifices for the people, on the Day of Atonement.
The Presence of God was symbolized by the Ark of the Covenant and this was a day no
High Priest in his right mind would ever take lightly. He was called to do extensive
preparation of his own heart, to offer specific sacrifices for his own sin and then, and only then,
could he take the blood in to the Presence of God at the Ark of the Covenant.
The High Priest’s robe, worn on the Day of Atonement, had alternating pomegranates and bells
sown in to the hem at the bottom robe. Exodus 39:22 – 26 is the text we can read about hem of
the robe the High Priest wore. As he walked around in the Holy of Holies doing his sacrificial
acts for all the people, as long as they could hear the tinkling of the bells they knew he was
still alive.
He also had a Rope tied around his Ankle so they could pull him out if he was struck dead
by God for not preparing himself properly. If I am the High Priest and I have the bells in the
hem of my garment and the rope around my ankle, I think I would take this Day of Atonement
and my role in the presence of God pretty seriously!
Now imagine yourself being one of the people helping to slaughter all of the Passover Lambs for
all of the household in and around Jerusalem. You are just going about your work, killing,
skinning, and gutting one lamb after another, so it can be roasted over and open fire in
someone’s house that night. It is the eve of Passover, Preparation Day.
When all of a sudden you feel the earth start to reel and shake. You look up and the curtain,
separating you from the Presence of God at the Ark of the Covenant is tearing from top to
bottom before your very eyes! You’re face-to-face with the Ark of God, something you are not
supposed to be able to see! I am thinking, God had everyone’s attention at the temple that day!
What you and I simply must take away from this scene is the truth that what Jesus has done for
us all in His sacrificial death has made open access to the Father God’s very presence. You and I
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are now able to enter in to the presence of God and we may experience His Holy Spirit guiding
us to fellowship with the Father in prayer, praise, and worship!
Hebrews 10:19 – 24 “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy
Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened up for us through the curtain, that
is his body, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God
with sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds.”
Joseph and Nicodemus:
John 19:38 – 42
These two men were both part of the Sanhedrin. Neither one of them consented to the decision
but neither one of them put his life and reputation in the Sanhedrin on the line either. They both
were afraid of the repercussions of being associated with Jesus from the other 68 members of the
Sanhedrin.
There is a life lesson preached by these two men: It is so easy to cave in to our Fears Dictating
to us what our behaviors will be instead of acting on what we truly believe in our own internal
moral compass, our values, and deciding to act on the basis of what we think instead of what
others will think of us! Being a person of Integrity is choosing to do what we know to be the
right thing to do regardless of what others might think of us!
Notice what is said of Joseph of Arimathea: He was a Secret Disciple because he Feared the
opinions the other Jewish leaders would have of him if he openly declared himself to be a
follower of Jesus! But after Jesus died Joseph demonstrated his discipleship by taking care of
Jesus’ body and giving him a decent burial.
Notice that Nicodemus, who was the man who was so fearful of his contemporary’s opinions of
him that he came to see Jesus under the cover of darkness, so none of them would see him visit
Jesus. Now after his death, Nicodemus brings seventy five pounds of Myrrh and Aloes to anoint
Jesus’ body and prepare Him for the grave. Both of these men swallowed their fears and did the
right thing for Jesus. They both Defiled Themselves by touching Jesus’ dead body, so they
could not celebrate the Passover with their families. But love for Jesus motivated them to care
for Him!
The world we live in here in North America does not look favorably on people who choose to
know and follow Jesus in life. The atmosphere hatred and unbelief have created in North
America through the media and entertainment industry, is openly hostile to loving God so deeply
we obey His will for our lives! The fact is, as the Holy Spirit leads us, we will be put in
situations where we will have to declare what we believe. Before you face the heat of hostility it
is good to have a game plan in mind in terms of how you want to respond to those who disdain
your decision to Know, Love, and Follow Jesus in life in the midst of a hostile environment!
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November 19, 2017 AM
JOHN’S GOSPEL, JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
78. “From Friday Afternoon to Sunday Morning"
John 19:28 – 42
Introduction:
John tells us Jesus is the Word made flesh, who alone can introduce us to God as our F____________, Jesus as
our S___________, and the Holy Spirit as our indwelling C_________________!
John wrote well after the other Gospel writers to fill in gaps in the information about Jesus. He devoted 7
chapters to Jesus’ final hours as He prepared to offer His life as our S________________ for S______ the
Father will accept on our behalf!
Jesus came from heaven to establish a kingdom with its origins in heaven, and is a demonstration of the
V_________, D__________, and E_________ of heaven living on earth in human lives invaded by the Holy
Spirit.
Last week we studied the last hours of Jesus’ life as He hung on the Cross.
We saw John’s mind is focused on the Passover and how Jesus the Lamb of God is the ultimate Passover
Lamb. The branch of Hyssop … Jesus’ legs not being broken … The lambs were being killed and skinned as
Jesus was dying
When Jesus was summoning His last breath on earth as a human being, the words He spoke are not barely
whispered. Mark 15:34, 37 – 39, Luke 23:46
Jesus shouts a warrior’s cry: One word in the Greek N. T. “tetelastai!” “Abba Father God, what you sent me
here to do: I__ I__ F_____________!”
Our study today is the events and the people’s lives from Friday to Sunday. We are going to look at five
people:
I. John’s Testimony: John 19:31 – 37
The religious leaders are maneuvering behind the scenes to get the men on the crosses dead! Once the legs of
the victims were broken they could no longer get air into their lungs and died in minutes.
The soldiers did not break Jesus’ legs, one of them pierced His side! John goes out of his way to tell the reader
he was right there and was an eye-witness to the death of Jesus.
He wants us to K_________ for C____________ and to B_____________ Jesus was a real human being who
died for us to purchase our pardon.
II. The Roman Centurion’s Testimony: Matthew 27:50 – 54
The Roman Centurion and his men were hardened, professional killers! They were not accustomed to people
on crosses forgiving them before they died!
Immediately after Jesus’ death the dark domain of Hell was shaken as the Spirit of Jesus descended there. The
Apostle’s Creed has a four-word-line: “He descended into Hell and on the third day He rose again!”
Jesus had to get the keys to Death and Hell, the keys He showed John in the Revelation 1:17, 18.
His death triggered three remarkable things the Romans were terrified by:
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1. The temple veil tore … 2. The earthquake … The tombs broke open and people rose from the dead. The
Centurion speaks for everyone there …
III. The Priests and Levites at the Temple! Matthew 27:51
The Preparation Day is for the Passover Sabbath. The curtain separated the Holy Place from the Holy of
Holies. Behind the curtain was the Ark of God symbolic of His very Presence.
Only on the Day of Atonement could the High Priest go in behind the curtain. He had two fear-inducing
things on his body: The robe had bells in the hem, and he had a rope tied around his ankle…
Imagine yourself there as a priest or Levite killing, gutting, and skinning lambs when Jesus died and the
Temple Veil tore!
We all have open access to the Father through what Jesus did. Hebrews 10:19 – 24
IV. Joseph and Nicodemus: John 19:38 – 42
There is a life lesson spoken by these two men: It is so easy to cave and let our F________ D_____________
how we will act. I____________ is doing the right thing in the face of fears.
These two men are S__________ D____________ of Jesus because they are afraid of the other 68 men’s
opinions of them as they sat on the Sanhedrin!
But they acted with love for Jesus openly in the end. They both D_________ themselves so they could not eat
the Passover with their families.
In our world today we face open hostility from public opinion as we seek to live a life that openly K_________,
L________, and F_____________ Jesus!
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. John wants the readers to know what happened as Jesus died for us. Why do you think he takes us to those
moments of the Cross of Jesus so vividly?

2. Why do you think John writes so much about Jesus completely fulfilling the will of the Father God for His life?

3. John tells us Jesus chose to do the Father’s will as He was led to want to do the will of God by the indwelling Holy
Spirit. Have you seen the Holy Spirit working similarly in your heart’s desires?

4. Why do you think John goes to such great lengths to make sure his readers know he was right there when Jesus
died on the Cross?

5. What do you think it means that the Roman Centurion and those who were with him were terrified by the events
immediately after Jesus died for us?

6. Why is it important for us to know that the Curtain separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies was torn in
two from top to bottom?

7. What message do we receive, from the actions of Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, about loving and following
Jesus in life?

8. Read together aloud Matthew 27:32 - 56. What insights do you have and can share together as a group about
Matthew’s account of the Cross?

9. Read together aloud Romans 6 and discuss insights you have from Paul’s teaching on what our personal
identification with the Cross of Jesus.

10. Is there anything about the death of Jesus on the Cross that has impacted your heart and mind in a new way as
you heard the message and have spent time with Jesus this week? Would you please share your thoughts with your
Home Group members?
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