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Pastor Ken Hepner
JOHN'S GOSPEL: JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
77. "Jesus Loved with Holy Love to the Very End"
John 19:25 – 37
Introduction:
We’re studying of the Gospel of John together. It's important that we understand the goal of
this study from the very beginning. It is to have us take a good and honest look at who
Jesus is and what He came to do. I am convinced, given repeated exposure to Jesus over time,
we will be able to make solid decisions about what to do with Jesus' claims to be the unique, one
of a kind, Son of God, who alone can introduce us to a relationship with God as Father.
Intimacy with God as Father is one of the key issues about which John writes in this Gospel
and in his three letters. In Jesus an entirely new way to look at and relate to God is established
for all of us who believe in Him and receive Him in our hearts. We are enabled to relate to God
as Father, through the work of Jesus our Savior and Lord, by the indwelling Holy Spirit!
When we respond to Jesus’ offer to save us, to wash us and cleanse us by His precious blood, He
comes to live in us by His Spirit. The Spirit is the seal of our Spiritual Adoption by God the
Father: He gives us the right to be called children of God! Let’s read together two of the key
texts in John’s writings that enable us to see this truth:
John 1:12, 13 "Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God - children born not of natural descent, nor of a human decision or a
husband's will, but born of God."
I John 3:1, 2a "How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are! Dear friends, now we are children of God…”
What really grabs our attention is what John says about Why he Wrote his Gospel message. He
wanted people everywhere, to be able to examine the story of the life, the message, and the work
of Jesus. Let's read together aloud John's reason for writing down this Gospel message. John
20:30, 31: "Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name."
John refers to belief in Jesus twice in those two verses: Believing in Jesus is crucial to John:
“that by believing you may have life in his name." In the Bible believing is not merely giving
assent to a list of facts or truths I believe. In the Scriptures believing is totally entrusting myself
to Jesus and it results in eternal life now, making me alive to the things of God! Believing is an
“all in,” heart after God, decision that is made and remade!
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John gives us the picture of Jesus’ relationship with His Father. He voluntarily submitted to His
Father’s will. John quotes Jesus as saying, “I came down from heaven not to do my own will but
the will of my Father who sent me.” Jesus models for us what a human life that loves and
pleases God looks like. It chooses not to serve self-interest as a way of life. It puts the will of
the Father God ahead of its own human will and desires!
This is one of John’s major themes. Jesus came into this world to do the will of the Father from
the depths of His heart. Again and again, some 23 times in this Gospel message, John tells us
Jesus lived a life of surrender to the will of the Father for His life: There would be a Redeemer,
a Sacrifice for Sins, the Father would accept for all of us!
John 5:19, 20 “Jesus gave them this answer: ‘I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son
also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.”
John 5:30 “By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek
not to please myself but him who sent me.”
John 8:28, 29 “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I
claim to be, and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. The
one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.”
When we choose to follow Jesus in life, He comes to dwell in each of our hearts. He is the Spirit
of Jesus. His presence in our lives convicts us of sin, leads us to the Cross, and continuously,
Confronts our Self-Interest as He leads us to know Him more intimately. His will and desires
confront our will and desires. He asks for our permission to lead us to the Cross daily to deal
with our self-will and self-interest. He does this by awakening in us the desire to live like Jesus
lived, desiring to know and do the will of the Father for our lives!
We are presently walking through the Scripture texts John wrote about the Cross on which Jesus
died as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” We have seen again and again
in this great Gospel message of John the truth of what the love of God, the love that originates in
heaven looks like, as it is seen in Jesus, then experienced in our hearts by the indwelling Holy
Spirit!
The truth is the love of heaven is holy, self-emptying, other-oriented love that moves the lover to
long for the good of the object of its love. Never was this love more powerfully shown and more
evident in Jesus than when He hung on the Cross bearing the sins of the world, clearing the way
so we could be saved from sin. Please remember we are not just saved From Sin and
punishment in Hell, but we are saved To Choosing to Live a Life of Love as we are
transformed by the Spirit of Jesus within!
I. Jesus Exhibited Holy, Self-Emptying, Other-Oriented Love to the Very End of His Life:
Luke 22:33 – 35 “When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along
with the criminals – one on his right and one on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father forgive them, for
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they do not know what they are doing.’ And they divided up His clothes by casting lots. The
people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, ‘he saved others; let him
save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.’
The first beautiful picture of Jesus exhibiting the holy, self-emptying, other-oriented is seen in
how deeply and compassionately He prayed for the people who were putting Him to death on the
Cross! This is such an incredible picture of the love of heaven burning in a human heart as
seen in Jesus. This love that originates in the heart of God is concerned about the eternal destiny
of us all, longing for us to know the joy of Sins Forgiven and Eternal Life in Christ Jesus.
All of us who have experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit, his drawing and wooing love in
our hearts, convicting us of sin and convincing us of truth, have felt this deep, holy, love of God!
The truth is God’s heart for human beings is a heart of searching and reaching love for us
long before we ever cared. He reaches to each one of us in Jesus, offering us full pardon for sin
and peace with Him through what Jesus has done for us all!
Paul, writing to the Corinthian Christians says in II Corinthians 5, in Christ Jesus, God no longer
holds people’s sins against them, for God the Father, “Made him who had no sin to be sin for us
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” Every one of us who has been saved
by grace through faith in Jesus, have experienced the powerful impact of these words in our
hearts: “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
Luke 22:39 – 43 “One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the
Christ? Save yourself and us!’ But the other criminal rebuked him. Don’t you fear God,’ he said,
‘since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our
deeds deserve. But his man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when
you come into our kingdom.’ Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with
me in paradise.’”
The second beautiful picture of Jesus exhibiting the holy, self-emptying, other-oriented is seen in
how tenderly Jesus responded to the thief who was dying on the cross beside Him. The one thief
is full of contempt for his own death and the death of Jesus. The other thief is remorseful and
repentant. When Jesus sees sincere Sorrow for Sin and hears the Words of Faith reaching to
Him the response, regardless of when it is in our stage of life is: “Forgiveness! Today you will be
with me in paradise!”
To use one of Jesus’ parables about people getting saved in life, those hired at the twelfth hour,
who only work one hour for the day, receive the same as those who have worked all day, that is,
walked with Jesus for a lifetime! There are lots of people who will be in heaven because they
genuinely reached to Jesus when they saw their mortality and sincerely asked Jesus to cleanse
and forgive them!
John 19:25 – 27 “Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved
standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Dear woman, here is your son,’ and to the disciple,
‘Here is your mother.’ From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.”
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The third beautiful picture of Jesus exhibiting the holy, self-emptying, other-oriented is seen in
how compassionately He took care of the needs of His mother who stood near the cross with a
deeply broken heart! The fact that Jesus is dying on the Cross, that He is not going to live more
than a matter of minutes in this human body that is being torn apart, and that He loved His
mother faithfully to the end, is just breathtakingly beautiful to behold.
Jesus looked at Mary and called her “Dear woman” and you can feel what is going on in His
heart! This is the woman who cared for me from the moment I took my first human breath until
here at my death, who loved me tenderly and fed and clothed me when I was small. John the
author of this Gospel is standing there with his mother, Mary’s sister Salome, who is the mother
of Zebedee’s sons James and John, a fact made clear by Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40.
Seeing his cousin John standing there beside his mother Mary and John’s mother Salome, Jesus
gave John the care of His mother and His mother Mary a son to love her, in the fellowship of
believers, until such time as Jesus’ brothers and sisters came to know Him as Savior and Lord,
not just their older brother. Remember Jesus’ brothers and sisters struggled to believe His divine
origin, John 7:5 “For even his own brothers did not believe in him.”
In Mark 6:1 – 6 Jesus had quite the run-in in Nazareth where He grew up, when the religious
leaders called him Mary’s son, an obvious reference to the fact that Mary was pregnant when
Joseph married her, listen to their words, Mark 6:2b, 3: “Where did this man get these things?’
they asked. ‘What is this wisdom that has been given to him, that he even does miracles? Isn’t
this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas, and Simeon?
Aren’t his sisters here with us?’ And they took offense at him?”
This act of holy self-emptying, other-oriented love in caring for His mother Mary is beautiful.
Jesus is insuring she will have someone to talk to when the days get lonely! Let us all be very
clear on this one simple truth: The love Jesus exemplified is heavenly love, and it is the
distinguishing characteristic of the people who Love and Follow Jesus today!
II. John’s Obvious References to Jesus the Ultimate Passover Lamb:
John 19:28, 29 “Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be
fulfilled, Jesus said, ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it,
put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.”
It is of intense interest to me that John states clearly that while the soldiers who were there could
have used a spear or a lance to lift up the sponge full of wine vinegar to Jesus, he clearly states it
was a stalk of the hyssop plant. In the instructions Moses received from God and passed on to the
Israelites when they experienced the first Passover Night, there was a specific method of placing
the lamb’s blood on the top and both sides of the doorframe of their homes.
Exodus 12:21 – 23 “Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go at once
and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of
Hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and both sides of
the doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. When the Lord
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goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of
the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter
your house and strike you down.”
John’s reference is to the night of the first Passover and in his mind’s eye he sees Jesus being the
absolute fulfillment of the Passover Lamb. One of the clear things specified about the lamb that
was slain in the Passover ritual was, that none of its bones shall be broken. In a detailed
instruction written by Moses in we read in Numbers 9:12 “They must not leave any of it till
morning or break any of its bones. When they celebrate the Passover, they must follow all the
regulations.”
John 19:33 – 37 “But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not
break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden
flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He
knows he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so
that the Scripture would be fulfilled: ‘Not one of his bones shall be broken,’ and, another
Scripture says, ‘They will look on the one they have pierced.’”
John is quoting the words of the prophet Zechariah in the twelfth chapter, when he says they will
look on the firstborn son they have pierced! Paul adds to what John is communicating to us in I
Corinthians 5:6b, 7: “Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of
dough? Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast as you really are. For
Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.”
And Peter adds to John’s testimony these words from I Peter 1:18 – 21: “For you know that it
was not with perishable things that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down
to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or
defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for
your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and
so your faith and hope are in God.”
The truth is clear in the text. John is looking at the fulfillment of the sacrificial offering of Jesus
Christ who is “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” He has in mind the
shedding of the blood of the Passover Lamb in their history as he writes about the sacred blood
of Jesus the Son of God shed for the forgiveness of sin, for the destruction of sin’s power to
enslave us to doing things we do not want to do, for the deliverance of the human heart!
III. It Is Finished! The Cry of a Victorious Warrior Lamb!
John 19:28a “Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be
fulfilled…”
John 19:30 “When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.” With that he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.”
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I am hitching a caboose to the train that my brother Doug Sider shared with us on Monday night
at the renewal meetings. His title was “Have Some Courage!” He talked about the incredible
courage of Jesus that was so evident when the disciples are sound asleep, and Jesus has come and
gone into deep and sorrowful prayer for the third time, submitting Himself to the Father’s will:
The Cross and Death!
The scene is described well by Matthew in Matthew 27:45, 46. When Judas the betrayer showed
up Jesus had just finished the awful agonizing prayer of surrendering Himself to be the Father’s
acceptable sin offering. Jesus said to His sleeping followers: “Rise up! Here comes my betrayer!
Let’s get this thing started!” Talk about courage to do the right thing no matter what!
When we bring the texts together that describe the last minutes of Jesus’ life on the Cross,
something really wonderful emerges. When Jesus was getting His last breath together to utter
His last words on the Cross, the words were not a timid, barely eked out whisper, “It is finished.”
Mark 15:34 “And at the ninth hour Jesus called out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani – which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Mark 15:37 – 39 “With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his
cry and saw how he died, he said, ‘Surely this man was the Son of God!’”
Luke adds in Luke 23:46 “Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit
my spirit.’ When he had said this he breathed his last.”
This is the utterance of the Son of God who is shedding His blood for the cleansing of the human
soul of every person who has ever lived. This is Jesus Christ the Victorious Warrior Lamb who is
dying the death our sins deserved. This is the Word of God made flesh for this very moment in
time! This is the very reason why Jesus came into this world and assumed a human body in the
first place!
Jesus summoned every ounce of breath He could get into His lungs for one final shout: “It
is finished!” And at the instant of the death of the Son of God on that Cross, the powers of sin,
the grave, Hell and all of its demons, and even death itself was ultimately, finally and absolutely
defeated for all of us who believe Jesus and receive His presence in our lives as Savior and Lord!
Our immediate access to God was made available in that instant for the temple veil separating
human beings from God was torn apart from the top to the bottom! Everything Satan and his evil
army of beings has used against us was destroyed in the death of Jesus on the Cross, forever!
Paul puts it this way in Colossians 2:15 “And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the Cross!”
Romans 8: 7 – 17 The Message: “Those who trust God’s action in them find that God’s Spirit is
in them—living and breathing God! Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention
to God leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free life. Focusing on the self is the opposite
of focusing on God. Anyone completely absorbed in self, ignores God, ends up thinking more
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about self than God. That person ignores who God is and what he is doing. And God isn’t
pleased at being ignored.
But if God himself has taken up residence in your life, you can hardly be thinking more of
yourself than of him. Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this invisible but clearly present
God, the Spirit of Christ, won’t know what we’re talking about. But for you who welcome him, in
whom he dwells—even though you still experience all the limitations of sin—you yourself
experience life on God’s terms. It stands to reason, doesn’t it, that if the alive-and-present God
who raised Jesus from the dead moves into your life, he’ll do the same thing in you that he did in
Jesus, bringing you alive to himself? When God lives and breathes in you (and he does, as surely
as he did in Jesus), you are delivered from that dead life. With his Spirit living in you, your body
will be as alive as Christ’s!
So don’t you see that we don’t owe this old do-it-yourself life one red cent? There’s nothing in it
for us, nothing at all. The best thing to do is give it a decent burial and get on with your new life.
God’s Spirit beckons. There are things to do and places to go! This resurrection life you received
from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. It’s adventurously expectant, greeting God with a
childlike “What’s next, Papa?” God’s Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really are.
We know who he is, and we know who we are: Father and children.”

7

November 12, 2017 AM
JOHN’S GOSPEL, JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
77. “Jesus Loved with Holy Love to the Very End!"
John 19:25 – 37
Introduction:
The goal of our series in John is to take an honest look at who Jesus is, His life, teaching, and work of Jesus on
the Cross for us!
Only Jesus can introduce us to a life of I_______________ K_____________ the Father as our God, as His
Spirit comes to live in our hearts!
The Holy Spirit is the seal of our S_____________ A______________ by the Father. John 1:12, 13 and I John
3:1, 2a
John tells us why he wrote this Gospel, John 20:30, 31 … He wants us to know B_______________ Jesus is
crucial. This kind of belief is A____-I___ heart after God decision we continually make!
Jesus chose the will of the Father. He models for us what a human life that loves the Father looks like. It says
no to its own S_______-I______________, as a way of life, choosing to live differently! John 5:19, 20; 5:30,
8:28, 29
Jesus said yes to the will of the Father for His life, that there would be a R________________; Jesus came to be
the S________________ for S______ the Father will accept on our behalf, His Son dying in our place!
When we choose to follow Jesus in life, the Spirit of Jesus comes to live in us. The Holy Spirit confronts our
sin, leads us to the C_________, and continuously confronts our S______-I____________ that we may know
Him more intimately!
The love that captured the heart of Jesus intends to capture your heart and mine too. It is holy, self-emptying,
other-oriented love of heaven dwelling in simple, ordinary people!
Please remember the truth: We are not merely saved from S______ and H_______, but we are saved to
L_________ a life of His L________!
I. Jesus Exhibited the Holy Love of Heaven to the Very End of His Life:
The first picture of holy love of heaven burning in Jesus’ heart is His moving, compassionate prayer for the
forgiveness of those who were putting Him to death, Luke 22:33 – 35!
The love that originates in the heart of God is concerned about the eternal destiny of us all! God longs for us to
know the joy of S______ F________________ and E_____________ L______ in Jesus!
The second picture of holy love is the second dying thief: Luke 23:39 – 43
When Jesus heard his S__________ for S_____ and words of F_______ the response was immediate:
F_________________!
John 19:25 – 27: The third picture of holy love is Jesus taking care of His mother Mary, giving her His cousin
John to love and be loved by until His brothers and sisters believed in Him! (Reference John 7:5 and Mark 6:1
– 6)
Salome is Mary’s sister and the mother of James and John, (Reference Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40
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The love Jesus exemplified to the very end of His life is holy love, and it is the distinguishing character trait of
those who F_________ J______ today.
II. John’s Obvious References to the Passover Lamb: John 19:28, 29
John was there and he witnessed what they used to give Jesus wine vinegar: the stalk of H___________!
Exodus 12:21 – 23
In a detailed instruction about Passover Moses said, Numbers 9:12… John is clear they did not break Jesus’
legs because He was already dead, John 19:33 – 37. Paul adds, I Corinthians 5:6b, 7 and Peter adds I Peter
1:18 – 21.
John has in mind the blood of the Passover lamb as the backdrop of the sacred blood of Jesus, the Lamb of
God who T_______ A________ our sins!
III. It Is Finished! The Cry of a Victorious Warrior Lamb!
John 19:28a, 30
The Monday night message on “Have Some Courage.” Matthew 27: 45, 46
When Jesus was summoning His last breath on earth as a human being, the words He spoke are not barely
whispered. (Reference Mark 15:34, 37 – 39, Luke 23:46)
With every bit of oxygen He could get in His lungs, He shouts a warrior’s cry: “Pappa, what you sent me here
to do: I__ I__ F_____________!”
At that moment the temple veil tore in two from top to bottom, immediate access to the Father was ours! Paul
wrote to the Colossian Christians about what this really was: Colossians 2:15! …
And Romans 8:7 – 17 The Message Paul adds …
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. John gives the reader lots of information about the last minutes of Jesus’ life. Why do you
think he takes the reader to the Cross of Jesus so vividly?

2. Why do you think John writes so much about Jesus coming into the world, sent here by His
Father in heaven?
3. John tells us Jesus chose to do the Father’s will as He was prompted to desire to do the will of
God by the indwelling Holy Spirit. Have you seen the Holy Spirit working similarly in your
desires?

4. If a friend asked you to describe how the holy love of heaven differs from human loves we all
feel, what would you tell the person? What illustrations would you use?

5. What does the truth that Jesus loved those close to Him to the very end speak to your heart as
His follower?
6. Why is it important for us to know about the hyssop plant and Jesus’ legs not being broken?
7. What message does Jesus shouting the cry of a “Victorious Warrior Lamb” mean to all of us
as Jesus’ followers today?

8. Read together aloud Matthew 27:32 - 56. What insights do you have and can share together as
a group about Matthew’s account of the Cross?
9. Read together aloud Luke 23:32 – 49 and discuss insights you have from this account of the
Cross of Jesus.

10. Is there anything about the death of Jesus on the Cross that has impacted your heart and mind
in a new way? Why is that insight so touching to you? Would you please share your thoughts
with your Home Group members?

10

