Choose Today!
Joshua 24:14-18
Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your
fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve
the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we
will serve the LORD.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to
serve other gods, 17 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way
that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed. 18 And the LORD drove out before us
all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God.”

1. As Joshua stood before the people he rehearsed with them all the great things that God had
done for them in leading them from slavery in Egypt. Instead of being so needy we should take
time and be thankful and speak of the great things the Lord has done.
2 Peter 2:19B-22 For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have
escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.
21
For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after
knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 What the true proverb says
has happened to them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to
wallow in the mire.”

2. “Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love.” Even the apostle Paul realized
that an aimless approach to life and worship could cause him to fail. Sometimes the gods of
apathy, or “I just don’t care” or “Whatever happens will happen” rule our hearts.
1 Corinthians 9:26-27 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.

3. As the nation of Israel traveled they saw many idols from other nations. They themselves had
Aaron build a golden calf to worship while Moses and Joshua were on the mountain of God.
Man wants something he can look at or touch to worship. 1 John 5:20-21.
1 John 5:20-21 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we
may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and
eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

4. Today we want to take “comfort” that we are in the right church, have the right doctrine or are
following the right man. God is a spirit and he seeks true worshippers who worship him in spirit
and truth.
1 Corinthians 1:12-13 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or
“I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul?
John 4:23-24 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

5.

When was that last time that the true prayer of your heart was “I surrender all.”

James 4:6-8 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to
God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you doubleminded.

6. The cry that came from Joshua is the same as what God is saying today, “Choose”. Make a
stand. We must realize that sometimes we grow cold or indifferent. Other times we put our
faith or confidence in what we have done or upon other things. God wants your heart.
Galatians 2:20
Proverbs 23:26 My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways.

Discussion Questions

1. Discuss the first of the “Ten Commandments”, Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Why did
God make this the first commandment? Does it apply to us today?
2. What “gods” are seeking our worship and stealing our hearts from worshiping the true God?
3. The world in Joshua’s day and our world today desires to have something tangible to look at, or
someone to be a physical representative of God for them. What are our modern day idols?
4. God is a Spirit. Read John 4:22-24. Discuss the difference of worshipping “in spirit and in truth” as
opposed to having “icons or idols”.
5. Worship literally means “to bow the knee”. Discuss what keeps us from surrendering all to the
Lord.
6. Read 2 Corinthians 6:2. Discuss the truth in this scripture concerning “today is the day of
salvation”. The enemy whispers in our mind that we can wait until tomorrow.

7. Joshua and the nation of Israel had seen God move in powerful ways and provide for them,
however, discuss what may have seen in them to strongly urge them to choose who they would
serve before his death.
8. In America we have so much. We are constantly entertained. Is our true passion worshipping
God?
9. Discuss how quickly the sins of indifference, luke-warmness and apathy can creep into our hearts.

