October 8, 2017 AM
Pastor Ken Hepner
JOHN'S GOSPEL: JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
74. "Pilate Placed Between the Jewish Leaders and Jesus"
John 18:28 – 40
Introduction:
This morning we return to our study of the Gospel of John. Permit me to remind you of the Goal
of this series of messages. We are seeking to Immerse Ourselves in the life, teachings, and work
of Jesus on the Cross for us all. John is convinced if we can see who Jesus is and what He came
to do, we will experience something truly profound in our hearts and lives: Being invaded by
love, mercy, and grace from heaven!
John tells us that Jesus is the Word made flesh, God the Son from eternity who came from the
Father’s side to accomplish the will of Him who sent Him into the world. John focuses the
attention of the reader on who Jesus really is in the first chapter. John 1:14 “The Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
who came from the Father full of grace and truth.”
John tells us why the Father sent the Son and why the Son came into the world to act to save us
from our sins: The reason is Love! John 3:16, 17 “For God so loved the world that he gave his
One and Only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him.”
Given repeated exposure to Jesus’ life, teachings, and work for us over time, we will be able to
make solid decisions about what to do with Jesus' claims to be the Son of God who can introduce
us to a relationship with God as Father. Jesus Came into the World from the Father. Jesus
alone knows what the Father is like from personal experience and He alone can introduce us to a
relationship with Him.
Knowing the Father intimately as our “Abba Father” is one of the key themes in everything John
writes in the Bible. John tells us in and through the works of Jesus on our behalf we may become
the Adopted Sons and Daughters of God. John 1:11 – 13 “He came to that which was his own,
but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name
he gave the right to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor of a
human decision or a husband’s will but born of God.”
John wants us all to know that Jesus is both Son of God and Son of Man acts to redeem
humankind because He has permitted His whole being to be Invaded by and Empowered by the
presence of the Spirit of God to live a pure and sinless life so He can bear our sins! He introduces
us to the Holy Spirit’s presence and power enabling us to walk in the will of God for our lives!
Jesus acts in utter and completely surrendered love to do the will of His Abba Father who sent
Him, so that you and I would have a Redeemer who is qualified to Take Away our sins! John
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tells us that Jesus came down from heaven to do the will of the Father completely! This theme
recurs over and over in John’s Gospel message. He wants his readers to be sure to get who Jesus
really is and what He came to make known to us all!
John 5:30 “By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek
not to please myself but him who sent me.”
John 7:28b, 29 “I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, but I
know him because I am from him and he sent me.”
John 8:28, 29 “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I
claim to be, and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what my Father has taught me. The
one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.”
John 12:49, 50 “For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded
me what to say and how to say it. I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I
say is just what the Father has told me to say.”
That same Holy Spirit who lived in Jesus, now lives in the life of every person who has believed
Jesus and received His presence in our lives. The Holy Spirit will empower you and me to do the
exact same thing He did in Jesus: Deeply Desire to Do the Will of the Father for our lives! We
won’t ask questions about selfish desires, like how what I am doing will benefit me and mine,
but Abba Father, how may I act to honor you in this area of my life, in these actions today?
In Jesus’ High Priestly prayer on behalf of His followers He prayed in John 17:3 – 5 “Now this is
eternal life; that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I
have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now Father,
glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.”
Jesus tells us is about His full relational Identity with God the Father, whom He refers to in John
5:17 as “My Father.” Jesus is telling us the Role He came to assume and the Work on the Cross
for us all, does not originate on earth in the human. It originates in heaven in the heart of God the
Father. Jesus lives a life that honors God the Father on earth because He is integrally tied to the
heart of the Father.
Please carefully note with me, as Jesus prays this incredible prayer in the hearing of His closest
followers, and He speaks about what is going to take place in His life in just a few hours, the
Cross, He doesn’t speak about His suffering and agony, He speaks about His Reentry into
the Glory He had with the Father Before the World began! Jesus is full of the holy love that
originates in heaven, the holy, self-emptying, love of God dwells in His heart, mind, soul, and
spirit. He acts on behalf of others, in utter surrender that you and I may walk in the will of God
today!
As we look at the passage before us today, the mockery of trials before Annas and Caiaphas are
now over and Jesus is being led before the Roman governor Pontius Pilate, to get Pilate to do the
dirty work for the Jewish religious leaders. What the Lord has put on my heart this morning is to
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look at the characters in this drama: the Jewish leaders, Pontius Pilate, and our Lord Jesus. We’ll
take three looks at character this morning and see what we can learn together.
I. Character Study – The Jewish Leaders:
John 18:28 – 32 “Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor.
By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the
palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and asked, ‘What
charges are you bringing against this man?’ If he were not a criminal, they replied, we would
not have handed him over to you. Pilate said, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him by your own
law.’ ‘But we have no right to execute anyone the Jews objected.’ This happened so that the
words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled.”
The first thing I want to be clear to communicate to you this morning is that we are not talking
about the Jewish people as a whole as we look at this character study and see some things that
are grievous. We are talking about the Jewish Religious Leaders who were living in Jerusalem,
who led the things that happened at the temple, but who were men of horrible hearts and
completely lacking in personal ethics and holiness!
They were holding offices that were ordained by God all throughout the Old Testament record
and it was God Himself who called those offices into existence. But when God created those
offices He had specific things in mind as to how those who held the offices were to live. They
would live lives that demonstrate the Love, the Grace, and the Holiness of God. In these men
about whom we study today, those character issues of love, grace, and holiness God required of
those who held those offices were completely nonexistent!
As these men walked Jesus to the governor’s palace, their mockery of a trial and finding Jesus
guilty of crimes deserving the death penalty were fixed long before they had him arrested in the
garden. In these men’s thinking Jesus had to die, He had to be removed from their sphere of
influence permanently, and since they had no authority to execute anyone they brought Him to
Pilate to get him to do their dirty work!
Their anger, resentment, and bitterness against Jesus began when He cleared the temple a little
over three years earlier and as He taught the people, without having studied in their educational
systems. For Anna, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin, their open hostility toward Jesus had been
seething in their hearts for over three years, and as we view them in this text, they have felt this
hostility for so long that they are Completely Blinded by their Hatred. They are too blind to
see that they are concerned about being ceremonially unclean for the Passover meal while they
are lying to get a man murdered!
They are so full of blind hatred for Jesus that they transgress their own moral values, all sense of
right and wrong, any semblance of mercy and grace, and the Law of God they say they hold in
reverence and represent to the Jewish people. Their blind hatred against Jesus motivates them to
get Him, to kill Him, and they will stop at nothing to make that happen! Look at the evidence of
their Choice to completely Ignore their own Moral Compass!
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First, the charge they levied against Jesus and “proved” Him guilty of was blasphemy against
God. But when they took Jesus to Pilate they twisted the charges, knowing Pilate wouldn’t care
about a charge of blasphemy, so they twisted the charges and made it about Jesus leading
Treason against Rome, calling Himself a king in defiance of Caesar!
Second, the Old Testament calls these men to recognize only one true king in their lives, and
they have for decades openly defied recognizing Caesars of Rome as their kings. But now in
order to procure Jesus’ death sentence from the Roman governor Pilate, they shouted, “We have
no king but Caesar!”
Third, the blind hatred for Jesus motivates them to have Distorted Thoughts and Faces that
are bright red with rage, as they stir up the emotions of the moment, fomenting what could
become a riot for Pilate to deal with. These men who were called to represent the loving and
gracious heart of God to the nations are demonstrating the exact opposite!
John 19:15 “Here is your king, Pilate said to the Jews. But they shouted, ‘Take him away! Take
him away! Crucify him!’ Shall I crucify your king?’ Pilate asked. ‘We have no king but Caesar,’
the chief priests answered.”
As we make application of this incredible “lack of character” study of the Jewish religious
leaders, let’s learn a lesson from them, a lesson from the adverse: Hatred Blinds those who
permit it to Grow and Bear Fruit in their lives. My brothers and sisters, whatever your
political views are, party affiliations here in the United States, please remember this simple truth.
You are part of a Holy Kingdom of the heart and the one Characteristic of that marks the lives
of those who live in this kingdom is Love!
The truth is in the United States we are hearing an awful lot about all of the things people are
angry about, things people hate, people whom people hate. But I am not hearing many people
talk about the things that are loved and cherished within them. Once we permit ourselves to be
motivated by hate we can no longer think or see straight! To be fueled to think and act by what
or whom we hate is to be blind to anything but our own opinions!
John 13:34, 35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you so you must
love one another. By this all men will know you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
II. Character Study – Pontius Pilate:
Pilate is not here in this story by choice. In fact, Pilate is not in Jerusalem by choice. He is the
governor of these people but he has never even liked them. His relationship with them is one of
long-standing animosity. It is really hard to lead any group of people whom you choose to
disdain so much that you don’t bother getting to know their culture and their motivations!
This is just another in a long series of clashes with the Jewish religious leaders. His disdain for
these men is palpable as we read the pages of Scripture. In the history written by Josephus there
is an incident in Pilate’s first year that demonstrates just how much these men hated Pilate and he
had disdain and contempt for them and their ways and laws. Pilate rode into Jerusalem with the
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bust of Caesar on the flags of his cavalry and troops. This was considered to be a graven image
by the Jewish religious leaders since Pilate believed the Roman’s viewpoint that Caesar was a
god. It offended them and Pilate knew very well what he was doing.
The clash in Jerusalem went on for days as the Jews humbly protested the graven image openly
displayed around their sacred temple. After many days Pilate went to back to Caesarea. These
leaders followed him there and for five days dogged his steps, demanding that he not bring the
graven image back to Jerusalem. He told them to meet with him at the amphitheatre in Caesarea.
When they showed up he surrounded them with soldiers, armed to the teeth to kill them. He told
them to stop the protest or die right now. They defiantly bared their chests and opened their
necks to the sword. Even Pilate would not risk the emperor hearing about a bloodbath of
unarmed men. He relented and took down the graven images in Jerusalem. They had forced his
hand to cave to their demands through nonviolent political pressure.
With that history in their favor, these men show up and are sure if they keep up the pressure they
can get Pilate to cave again to their demands, they can get Jesus put to death on a Roman cross if
they keep at him. There are several things we know about what was going on in Pilate’s head.
We know for sure that he knew Jesus was innocent. John 19:4 “Once more Pilate came out and
said to the Jews, ‘Look I am bringing him out to you to let you know I find no basis for a charge
against him.’”
We know for sure that he knew it was out of envy that the Jewish religious leaders have brought
Jesus for the death penalty. Mark 15:9, 10 “’Do you want me to release to you the king of the
Jews?’ asked Pilate, knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to
him.”
So given what we know about the history between Pilate and these Jewish religious leaders and
given the fact He knew Jesus was innocent and they had brought Him to his judgment hall for the
death penalty out of sheer envy and hatred, Pilate is now left with an interesting choice to make
isn’t he? He can do the right thing and act out of what he knows to be truth and justice or he can
cave into political pressure and cement his legacy forever as the man who gave the final consent
to Roman execution of Jesus on the Cross.
We all know the choice he made. He chose to abandon his own internal compass, his sense of
moral value, truth, and justice, perhaps because he had so little of it living in his own heart, given
his words to Jesus: “What is truth?” But the truth is he caved and consented to Jesus death. But
this morning is not let’s throw Pilate under the bus morning.
This is a morning for you and me to examine our own lives and look at our own actions over the
past few days or weeks or month. Have you and I chosen to think for ourselves, alone with the
Spirit of Jesus and our Bible open reading large paragraphs of His truth for our guidance and
direction of His voice within? Or have we behaved like every other American right now and
have allowed ourselves to be guided down a path of thinking to the right or the left by the media
and entertainment industry? Please, as your pastor who loves you, I beg you: Turn off your
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phone, shut the lid of your computer and open the Bible and read it asking the Holy Spirit to
speak to your heart from His truth today!!
III. Character Study – Jesus:
John 18:36, 37 “Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If it were my servants would fight
to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.’ ‘You are a king
then?’ said Pilate. Jesus answered, ‘You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth
listens to me.’”
As we look into the judgment hall with Jesus and Pilate Jesus is the one who is at peace, calmly
answering Pilate and speaking into Pilate’s heart things he has never expected to hear from a
man condemned to die. Pilate is anxious and working frantically to free Jesus from the political
web spun by the Jewish religious leaders to get him murdered. The difference between the two
men’s mentality and demeanor could not be more striking!
Jesus is a man of Integrity, Honor, and Truth. Jesus has chosen to act in keeping with who He
really is from His birth to the eve of His death. He is the Son of God and Son of Man who came
into this world at His birth through His mother Mary. Jesus answered, ‘You are right in saying I
am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the
truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’
Pontius Pilate only has eyes like the Jewish leaders; he can only see the human and the political,
not the divine and the holy. Jesus told Him He was divine, “for this I came into the world.” Jesus
told him he was inaugurating a kingdom that is nothing like the way this world system of things
operates.
Jesus knew He had come into this world to inaugurate a kingdom that is born in the hearts and
regenerated spiritual lives of men and women who respond to His call and conviction to believe
what He was about to do on the Cross was for each one of us personally. This kingdom of the
heart would be born in every one who chooses to Receive His presence in our lives making us
Alive to God and Dead to Sin!
Jesus knows something poor Pilate does not know. He is Innocent of His own Sin. That fact has
been well established throughout the Gospel of John. Jesus once asked the Jewish religious
leaders who hated him so, John 8:45 “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the
truth, why don’t you believe me? He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you
do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”
But as Jesus stood before Pilate, what He knows that Pilate doesn’t know is that He must die. He
wasn’t bearing His sins, He was bearing yours and mine and the Father God’s verdict was in.
Jesus is guilty of all of the sins of all of the people of the world and He must Die, the
Innocent Lamb of God for the guilty, in order to pay the penalty of our sins and set us free
from the power of sin to destroy our lives! Paul explains it this way to the Romans: “For the
wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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October 8, 2017 AM
JOHN’S GOSPEL, JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
74. “The World System of Things Hates You"
John 15:18 – 25
Introduction:
The goal of our series in John is to I________________ O________________ in the life, teaching, and work of
Jesus on the Cross for us! John begins focusing on Jesus as Son of God from eternity in John 1:14.
John tells us why Jesus came into the world to act to save us, that reason is L________, John 3:16, 17. Jesus
C_______ into the world from the F_________. He alone knows the Father and can introduce us to Him as
our Abba Father too.
John wrote: Jesus is Son of God and Son of Man. He acts to redeem us because He has been I____________
and E_______________ by the Holy Spirit!
Jesus lives in total surrender to the will of the Father, so you and I would have a R______________ who
T________ A_______ our sin. John writes about Jesus’ doing the will of the Father over and over: John 5:30,
7:28b, 29, 8:28, 29 and 12:49, 50
When the Holy Spirit invades us He will do the same thing in us He did in Jesus: Empower us to
D____________ to D___ the W_____ of God!
In His prayer John records in John 17:3 – 5 Jesus reveals His I___________ with the Father and His R______
He came to assume and His W_______ for us all on the C________, does not originate in the human arena!
In this text Jesus doesn’t speak of His agony and suffering, He speaks of entering into the G___________ He
enjoyed before the W_________ began.
This morning we are doing three character studies together …
I. Character Study – The Jewish Religious Leaders: John 18:28 – 32
John uses the term “the Jews” a lot. He is not referencing all Jewish people but the R________________
L_____________ living in Jerusalem. When God created these offices He intended for them to lives that
demonstrate His L_______, G_________, and H_________________!
As the men who held these sacred offices showed up at Pilate’s palace they are completely B______________
by their H___________ for Jesus.
As they are motivated by hatred for Jesus they will stop at nothing to see Him dead. Look at the evidence that
they C___________ to completely ignore their own M__________ C_______________.
They willingly altered the charge from blasphemy to treason … They are devoted to God as king yet they cry
out “We have no king but Caesar!” … They have permitted hatred to distort their thoughts and their faces!
A lesson from the adverse: H___________ B__________ those who permit it to G________ and bear its
F_________ in their lives.
As followers of Jesus we are called to a kingdom of the heart that is C________________ by L______. John
13:34, 35
II. Character Study – Pontius Pilate:
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Pilate is not in Jerusalem by choice. He governs these people but he has never liked them. This is just another
in a long series of clashes with them.
In his first year, a clash over the emperor’s bust as a “graven image” …
We know two things for sure about what Pilate was thinking: John 19:4 … and Mark 15:9, 10 …
The truth is given the history Pilate caved again and consented to their demands. But this is not throw-Pilateunder-the-bus-day…
Let’s look within. Have we gotten alone with Jesus and an open Bible and sought His G_____________ and
D_______________ of His V_________?
III. Character Study – Jesus: John 18:36, 37
The difference in demeanor between Pilate and Jesus is striking!
Jesus has tremendous inner peace because He is a man of I______________, H_________, and T__________.
Pilate is the one in turmoil because he, like the religious leaders can only see the human and the political!
Jesus knew he came into the world to inaugurate a kingdom that is birthed in the hearts of people who respond
to His call and conviction. His kingdom resides in people who R______________ His presence living in them
making them A_________ to God and D_______ to sin’s power to enslave them.
Jesus knows what Pilate does not know. He is innocent of His own sin, but the decree of the Father has been
given. Jesus must die on the Cross because He is the L_________ of God who T________ A________ our sins!
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. John gives the reader lots of information about the last hours of Jesus’ life. Why do you think he spent nearly one
third of his Gospel on that time frame?

2. Why do you think John writes so much about the issue of our being adopted as sons and daughters of God the
Father?

3. John tells us Jesus chose to do the Father’s will as He was prompted to desire to do the will of God by the indwelling
Holy Spirit. Have you seen the Holy Spirit moving similarly in your heart desires?

4. In your opinion, do you think most people, even Christians, know and understand who Jesus really is, His eternal
nature as God the Son?

5. In the message we studied a truth that hatred growing and bearing fruit in our hearts blinds us. Do you agree or
disagree? Talk about his issue as a group.

6. Why did Pontius Pilate cave in to the pressure he received from the religious leaders? If Pilate knew Jesus was
innocent and it was out of envy the leaders brought Jesus to him, why did he consent to His death on the Cross?

7. What is the message to believers as we study the character of Jesus as He stood trial before Pilate? Why do you
think He said His kingdom is not “of this world?”

8. Read together aloud the story of Pilate and Jesus from Mark 15:1 – 15. What insights do you have and can share
together as a group from this text?

9. Read together aloud the story of Pilate and Jesus from Luke 22:66 – 23:25 and discuss insights you have from this
text.

10. Is there anything about Jesus before Pilate that the Spirit of Jesus has used to speak deeply to your heart and
mind? Would you please share your interactions with the Spirit with your Home Group members?
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