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Pastor Ken Hepner
JOHN'S GOSPEL: JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
72. "Jesus is the Revelation of the Heart of God"
John 18:1 – 14 and 19 – 24
Introduction:
We are studying the Gospel of John together, paragraph-by-paragraph. John has a specific
intention in his mind as he writes his Gospel testimony to the Life, modeling the truth of God,
His Teachings, making the truth of Gods alive for us all, and His Sacrifice for our Sins Jesus
came into this world to do.
John wrote his testimony to Jesus’ life and ministry long after Matthew, Mark, and Luke had
written theirs. He knew what they wrote about and chose to write about things they had omitted.
John wanted all kinds of people to have as much information as they could have about who Jesus
is and what He came to do so we could decide for ourselves whether or not to believe Him and
receive Him as Savior and Lord! John wrote to introduce his readers to the Scriptural theme of
Spiritual Adoption, becoming God’s sons and daughters in Christ Jesus!
When Jesus spoke the truth He did so from the depth of a personal relationship with His Abba
Father God. Jesus said He was God-taught, that His teaching came from His Father. One of the
major themes of John’s Gospel is that Jesus walked through life in deep Love for the Father,
motivating Him to absolute Submission to the Father’s Will for His life. Depending on your
version you read, this theme occurs 23 or 24 times in 21 chapters!
Jesus demonstrates for us what a human life surrendered to doing the will of God looks like. It
places its own wants and desires subservient to the will of Abba God. Walking through life
indwelt by the same Holy Spirit who lived in Jesus, experiencing His love, nature, and the
will of the Father God is what Jesus came to make available to simple people like us!
Let’s read together some of the statements Jesus has made, recorded by John in this Gospel, that
tell us Jesus knew He was the Son of God, sent from His Abba Father to come to our rescue.
John 4:34 “My food, said Jesus, is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.”
John 5:19, 20a “I tell you the truth; the Son can do nothing by himself; he can only do what he
sees the Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves
the Son and shows him all he does.”
John 5:30 “By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek
not to please myself but him who sent me.”
John 7:28b, 29 “I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, but I
know him because I am from him and he sent me.”
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John 8:28, 29 “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I
claim to be, and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. The
one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.”
When Jesus opened up God’s truth to people it showed them things in their own lives that they
didn’t want to see or deal with. Jesus pointed people to the real Essence of Sin, which is the
issue of self-interest that lurks in the human heart. The truth Jesus reveals is even obedience to
God’s commands can be done for selfish reasons, which is to make one’s self look good to God
and people. Jesus longs for all of us as His followers to see our own self-interest and to turn
away from following our selfish ways.
The lifestyle Jesus lived in loving surrender to the Father, and the things He taught to His hearers
about sinful self-interest, brought Him into sharp, openly defiant, and emotionally charged
disagreements with those who served as the religious leaders in Jerusalem and at the Temple. We
must remember what the office of priesthood and particularly, the Office of High Priest
represented to God and His people. The offices these men held were put in place by God
Himself. They were there live a life serving the Laws, the ethics, and the values of God Himself.
By the time Jesus walked the earth; these priestly offices had been diluted and humanized by the
political maneuverings of people. The Roman Empire had defeated and occupied Jerusalem since
BC 63. So for nearly ninety years human politics and maneuvering had almost entirely removed
the holy sense of God’s call from these men’s lives, the divine gifting and appointment of them
is essentially a thing of the past and now. The offices these men held were conferred by Rome to
the one who wanted them the most and paid for it the best!
When these politicians accepted Judas’ offer to betray Jesus to them in a nonpublic setting, it is
the culmination of over three years of angst between Jesus and these religious leaders. Their
hatred of Jesus has been growing over that period of time. John tells us the arrest took place in
the Garden of Gethsemane across the Kidron Brook on the side of the hill called “The Mount of
Olives.” Judas knew this place well because of the many times they had camped out under the
stars in that garden.
One final introductory thought before we study the text of the arrest together today. The arrest
took place after Jesus’ agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. John does not mention the suffering
Jesus did in prayer because the other Gospel writers have covered it well.
Matthew 26:37, 38 “He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to
be sorrowful and trouble. Then he said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the
point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
Luke adds the following words in Luke 22:43, 44 “An angel from heaven appeared to him and
strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops
of blood falling to the ground.”
Listen carefully to the passionate love of Jesus for each one of us as we read those two prayers of
Suffering Sacrificial Love! Let’s read aloud together what Matthew records in Matthew 26:39 –
42:
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“Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is
possible, may this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.’ Then he returned to his
disciples and found them sleeping. ‘Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?’ he
asked Peter. Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing but the
body is weak. He went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible for this
cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”
I. The Character and Authority of Jesus:
John 18:3 – 9 “Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials
from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns, and weapons. Jesus,
knowing all that was going to happen t him, went out and asked them, ‘Who is it you want?’
‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied. ‘I am he,’ Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there
with them.) When Jesus said, ‘I am he,’ they drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked
them, ‘Who is it you want?’ And they said, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ ‘I told you that I am he,’ Jesus
answered. ‘If you are looking for me then let these men go.’”
Few scenes in the Scriptures give us a better view of the beauty and the majesty that dwelled in
the heart of Jesus. When people came to arrest Jesus, and they were guided there by the one who
betrayed Him to them, one of His twelve closest followers: Judas Iscariot. As He is being
arrested, what He models for us, about the life that is surrendered to the will of the Father God
looks like, is magnificent to behold.
We see His Courage. According to historical records it was full moon so the Garden of
Gethsemane was well lit. These men who represent the groups of people who hated Jesus and
wanted Him gone, number in the hundreds, and they are heavily armed with lights and weapons.
They are well armed and carry lights because they are expecting Jesus to be in hiding in the trees
and rocks in the grove, desperately hoping to slip away. So far from hiding from them Jesus
stepped out to them and told them He was the one they were looking for. Jesus stood before them
with courage and faces the threat head-on!
We see His Authority. Here is a lone, unarmed man, surrounded by a group of eleven other men
who are shaking in their sandals. There are hundreds of them, armed to the teeth, and yet, faceto-face with Jesus, when He said, “I’m the one you are looking for,” they are the ones who fall
backward to the ground in either fear or reverence. Authority to speak the truth of God on earth
is life-based. Jesus carried an authority to speak the truth of heaven because His heart was
wholly God’s!
We see that Jesus Chose to Die. Jesus could have slipped out the back of the Garden of
Gethsemane and have been well on His way into the wilderness across Jordan. He could have
done as at other times, simply walking through them and be on His way. But He did not. He
helped His enemies to arrest Him. Jesus came into this world to completely surrender to the will
of the Father for His life. That will included the Cross on which Jesus died bearing away from
you and me our sins. Jesus chose the Cross for us all! The will of the Father was that a human
being had to choose to die, the innocent for the guilty. Jesus made that choice out of love for the
Father and for you and me!
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We see His Protective Love. Jesus is facing His own arrest by these authorities. As He thinks
about what will happen to Him in the morning, the worst suffering that is humanly imaginable
awaits Him. As He interacts with these men who came to arrest Him, serving those who would
kill Him, He isn’t as concerned about Himself as He is concerned for those who have followed
Him, those who will bear His message once He is no longer on earth.
Let’s read verses 8, 9 “I told you that I am he,’ Jesus answered. ‘If you are looking for me then
let these men go.’ This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: ‘I have not
lost one of those you gave me.”
Jesus loved these men dearly. His heart of love for them moved Him to want to protect them
from the hour of trial that was about to begin!
We see His Loving Obedience. We are back to that incredible theme in the heart of John as he
wrote this Gospel message testifying to what he saw and experienced in the life of Jesus. Jesus
came into the world to surrender Himself to the will of the Father from a heart of holy, selfemptying, other-oriented love for the Father.
Earlier in the upper room John said these powerful words about Jesus’ heart for His closest
followers: John 13:1 “It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come
for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he
now showed them the full extent of his love.”
II. A Hearing with the Verdict Assured:
John 18:12 – 14 “Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials
arrested Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of
Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it
would be good if one man died for the people.”
John 18:19 – 24; listen carefully to what is said as I read it.
These men who occupy the office of Pharisees and priests are cunning, scheming, sinfully
motivated men who have bought and bribed their way into their positions as the priestly puppets
of Rome. The Chief Politician is the man called who was a priest in name only: Annas. He is a
vile man who has in essence been in power since AD 6, with either himself as High Priest AD 6
through 15, one of his four sons who were High Priests, and now John tells us his son-in-law
Caiaphas is the High Priest in this year of Jesus’ arrest.
Let me remind you of Jesus’ actions of clearing the temple of the awful Money Making
Machine that the temple rites and sacrifices had become lining the pockets and padding the bank
accounts of these religious leaders. Annas the priest is the one whose scheming is behind all of
these ways they had come up with to extort money from those who came to worship the Lord
and offer sacrifices.
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Jesus flipped over the moneychangers’ tables, sending the temple coins rolling all over the floor
of the Court of the Gentiles. The rule was “No street money could be used to buy animals in the
temple!” So the moneychangers worked for the money machine in the temple turning street coins
into temple coins at a 120% rate of exchange. Jesus overturned the booths of those who sold
“perfect sacrificial animals” for offerings at the temple. The event happened the first time early
in Jesus’ ministry as recorded in John 2:12 – 16. The Lord Jesus was telling them what God
thought of their awful stealing from the sincere worshipers. “It is written my house will be called
a house of prayer but you have made it a den of robbers!”
Then later on Jesus cleared the temple of this human garbage a second time, near the end of
Jesus’ life as recorded in Matthew 21:12 – 17 and Mark 11:12 – 19. These actions of Jesus struck
a nerve with these religious leaders. Jesus was exposing their money making machine! They
were so angry with Jesus they wanted to kill Him, but they feared the popular opinions of the
people. For them it was all about keeping up religious appearances and playing to human
popularity.
Finally, they concluded that the opportune time had come when Judas stepped forward to betray
Him to them far from the crowds of people who were so amazed by what Jesus taught and the
miracles He performed. When Jesus was arrested, the first person to whom they took Him was
Annas. This is a meeting Annas has been waiting for since that fateful day in the temple over
three years earlier! His hatred of Jesus has been seething and growing in his heart and mind and
now he has his chance at the one he believes is an enemy of the Jewish people!
The protocol was that no Jewish person could be forced to answer questions by a Jewish court of
law. The court was responsible to hear the testimony of others and decide the guilt or innocence
on the basis of public testimony. Jesus was simply reminding Annas, “You are not gathering
evidence in the legal way. You are responsible to hear legal testimony!” Jesus knew the Verdict
of His Guilt was already pronounced. There would be no Justice here in Annas’ house!
But standing behind all of these things that are happening in the human arena is God the Father.
He has laid on Jesus our sins and as Jesus stands before Annas, then later, Caiaphas, and finally
Pontius Pilate the guilty verdict is decreed by God Almighty and not merely by human decisions!
Jesus voluntarily took your sins and mine into Himself so the guilty verdict is God’s decision!
III. The Testimony of Malchus’ Ear!
John 18:10 “Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant,
cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) Put your sword away! Shall I not
drink the cup the Father has given me?”
Luke 22:49 – 51 “When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, ‘Lord, should
we strike with our swords?’ And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his
right ear. But Jesus answered, ‘No more of this!’ And he touched the man’s ear and healed
him.”
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The Lord Jesus was being arrested and one of the men leading the hundreds of people who came
fully armed to arrest Jesus was the leading servant of the high priest Caiaphas, a man named
Malchus. Peter in his usual calm, laid-back, and reservedly shy way reached out with his sword
and took a whack at Malchus’ head, missed killing him but cut off his right ear.
Jesus intervened immediately before there was a complete blood-bath of all eleven of his
followers. He shouted at Peter, “No more of this!” Then Dr. Luke tells us Jesus did something no
one in the Garden of Gethsemane expected Him to do. This man is leading hundreds of armed
men to take Him prisoner and Jesus reached down, picked up that cut off ear, and placed it back
on Malchus’ head and healed him completely!
Dr. Dennis Kinlaw first placed this thought in my mind and it has captured me ever since. I
wonder how often the high priest Caiaphas looked at Malchus’ right ear hanging from his head in
perfect health and said: “Tell me again Malchus. Jesus did what to that ear?” Every day when
Malchus came to work there was that healed right ear hanging from his head in perfect health! It
was something that Jesus touched and it had lasting impact for many years!
The truth is, what or whom the Lord Jesus touches, heals, transforms, becomes the foundation of
a message to the ears that can hear and the eyes that can see. What really counts when it comes
to testifying to the grace and the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, is having experienced His touch,
His healing grace, like Malchus’ right ear!
I have often thought about the truth found in I Corinthians 1:27 – 30 “But God chose the foolish
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the
strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things – and the things that are
not – to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that
you are in Christ Jesus who has become for us wisdom from God – that is our righteousness,
holiness, and redemption.”
Jesus came into this world to Drink the Contents of “The Cup.” The cup of human sin, shame,
guilt, and suffering is something Jesus referred to again and again in His ministry life and His
teaching.
Mark 10:38, 39 “You don’t know what you are asking, Jesus said. ‘Can you drink the cup I
drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?’” We can, they answered. ‘You will
drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with.”
Matthew 26:39 “Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, ‘My
Father, if it is possible, may this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.’”
Matthew 26:42 “He went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible for
this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”
Peter’s impetuous and human actions with his sword are telling Jesus, “No! You won’t suffer
this if I can stop it! I’ll make them pay Jesus!” Peter’s actions are human responses to wrongs we
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have done and wrongs done to us. I must bear my own guilt and try to do better next time! Make
the one who hurt me pay for it!
Jesus is saying He must drink the cup of suffering on behalf of all of the human sin, guilt,
degradation, and wickedness. Jesus drinking the cup is a picture of the holy love of heaven
dwelling in a human heart, sacrificial love that lays down its life for another person, who takes
the punishment someone else deserved.
What was in that cup? You and I and all of our sins, guilt, shame, iniquities dwell in that cup.
That Jesus drank it means He bore away from us all of those things as He died in our place. The
question remains, why would we focus on the contents of our cup when Jesus Christ our
Lord has already taken the contents from us?
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JOHN’S GOSPEL, JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
72. “Jesus Is the Revelation of the Heart of God"
John 18:1 – 14 and 19 – 24
Introduction:
John wants his readers to see Jesus’ L________, T________________, and S_____________ for sins Jesus
came into the world to do for us.
John wrote with a full understanding of what the other Gospel writers had written. He writes to give us
information they did not include.
John writes about the powerful Biblical truth of S________________ A_________________ through what Jesus
did for us all on the Cross!
One of John’s major themes: Jesus’ deep L________ for the Father, moving Him to S__________________ to
the Father’s will for His life. John 4:34; 5:19, 20a; 5:30 7:28b, 29 and John 8:28, 29
When Jesus opened up the truth to people He showed them things they didn’t like to see, the E___________ of
S____ is self-interest.
When Jesus lived a life of self-emptying, other-oriented love for God the Father it brought him into sharp
dispute with the religious leaders. These were men who were to represent God’s will but had become
politicians!
The arrest of Jesus took place across the Kidron Valley in the Garden of Gethsemane. Let’s read His suffering
as He chooses to surrender: Matthew 26:37, 38 and Luke 22:43, 44
The two prayers of S______________, S__________________ L________. Matthew 26:39 – 42
I. The Character and the Authority of Jesus:
John 18:3 – 9
John tells us as Jesus is being arrested, His character and nature are clearly revealed.
We see His C_________________
We see His A_________________
We see that Jesus C_____________ to D______
We see His P___________________ L________ ... John 18:8, 9
We see His L___________ O__________________
--In the upper room John said: John 13:1, 2
II. The Hearing with the Verdict Virtually Assured:
John 18:12 - 4 and 19 – 24
The men who occupy these offices are cunning, scheming, sinful men and the chief P__________________
among them was the man A___________.

8

John 2:12 – 16: Remember what Jesus did in the temple: Clearing it of the awful M__________M_____________ M_______________ the temple rites and sacrifices had become!
 No street money in the Temple
 The money-changers
 Perfect animals only
Jesus cleared it again a second time at the beginning of the end of His life, Matthew 21:12 – 17 and Mark
11:12 – 19
These men have hated Jesus for three years. When He is arrested far from public view, the first person they
take Jesus to is a hearing with Annas. His hatred for and contempt for Jesus has been growing for years!
There is going to be a V_____________ of G___________. Jesus has no hope of J________________.
III. The Testimony of Malchus’ Ear:
John 18:10 and Luke 22:49 – 51
When Jesus was arrested by a crowd of hundreds of people bearing arms and torches or lanterns, the man who
represents Caiaphas is Malchus.
Peter lashed out at Malchus, cutting off his right ear. Jesus put it back on his head and healed him on the spot.
The question is how often did Caiaphas look at that ear?
When Jesus heals, transforms, touches us, His touch becomes foundational to our M________________.
Jesus came to D____________ the C_______________ of “The Cup!”
Ark 10:38, 39, Matthew 26:39 and 42
Jesus says He must drink the cup of suffering for us all. Jesus is the S______________ L______ of God in
person. The key question: What was in that cup Jesus drank?
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. John gives the reader lots of information about the last hours of Jesus’ life. Why do you think he spent nearly one
third of his Gospel on that time frame?

2. John tells us Jesus chose to do the Father’s will. What motivated Jesus to surrender to the will of the Father God,
including the Cross? Why do you think John has chosen to speak to that issue some 24 times?

3. If you had to describe to a seeker of God what the love of God is and how it motivates us to live, what would you tell
them?

4. Why does Jesus engage in such tremendous agony in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane? What is He choosing to
do that has Him sweating and agonizing?

5. In the message we studied five character traits, attributes of Jesus. Which one or ones spoke more personally to
you? Why?

6. When Jesus cleared the temple once at the beginning of His ministry and once at the end, why Jesus so emotional?
What were the leaders missing as they set up their sacrifices bazaar in the Court of the Gentiles?

7. What does Jesus pick up Malchus’ ear, put it back on his head and heal him?

8. What are the contents of “The Cup” Jesus chose to drink as He faced the Cross, shedding His precious blood, death,
and resurrection life and victory?

9. Read together aloud I Corinthians 1:26 – 2:10 and share insights you have regarding the work of the Holy Spirit as
He chooses to use simple and ordinary people to make Jesus known on the earth.

10. What are some ways the Holy Spirit spoke to your heart and mind as we studied Jesus before Annas? What can
you think of that fleshes out for you the meaning of “The testimony of Malchus’ ear?”
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