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Pastor Ken Hepner
JOHN’s GOSPEL: JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD
71. “When Jesus Is Glorified in our Lives”
John 17:24 – 25
Introduction:
We are engaged in a study of the Gospel of John, paragraph-by-paragraph. The goal of this
series of messages is to have us immerse ourselves in the life, message, and work of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. I am convinced that if we can see who Jesus is and what He came to do
for us to deal with our sins, guilt, and shame; we will experience something truly profound in our
hearts and lives. We will be able to choose to Believe Him and Receive His Spirit’s presence in
our hearts.
Given repeated exposure to Jesus over time, we will be able to make solid decisions about what
to do with Jesus' claims to be the unique Son of God who alone can introduce us to a relationship
with God as Father. Knowing the Father intimately as our “Abba Father” is one of the key
themes in everything John writes in the Bible. The entire Bible points us to this incredible gift of
heaven living in human hearts: The gift of Spiritual Adoption, being made “children of God.”
John’s Gospel message is unique among the Gospels. He isn’t trying to retell the stories
Matthew, Mark, and Luke wrote about. John writes to fill in gaps in our information about Jesus’
life. John focuses our attention on Jesus’ interaction with the religious leaders, His deep desire to
do the will of the Father completely, and the last week, then the last night of His life!
What really grabs our attention is What John says about Why he wrote his Gospel message.
He wanted people everywhere, both Jewish people and Greek people to have the opportunity to
examine the story of the life of Jesus Christ, the unique, One and Only Son of God. Let's read
together aloud John's reason for writing down this Gospel message.
It is found in John 20:30, 31: "Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name."
John writes to tell us who Jesus really is. Jesus is the Son of God who came into this world by
choice, the Word made flesh that came to dwell among us. Jesus our Lord Incarnates, makes
evident, the Word of God to people in His sphere of influence! Jesus is also the Son of Man born
of the Virgin Mary. In Jesus dwell two natures, the nature of God and the nature of humanity.
Jesus lives a human life that is a demonstration of the Life and the Holy Love of heaven
dwelling in a human heart, soul, mind, and spirit alive to God the Father.
When our Lord Jesus stepped out of heaven and into the earth, He came to inaugurate a kingdom
that is founded on the ethics, the values, and the desires of heaven. This holy kingdom of the
heart dwelling in human lives is the exact opposite of and is violently opposed by the world
system of things in which we live.
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Jesus came and lived a life that sought to honor the Father God in everything. This is one of
John’s major themes. Jesus came into this world to do the will of the Father from the depths of
His heart. Again and again, some 23 times in this Gospel message, John tells us Jesus lived a life
of surrender to the will of the Father for His life: There would be a Redeemer, a Sacrifice for
Sins, the Father would accept for all of us!
John 5:19, 20 “Jesus gave them this answer: ‘I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son
also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.”
John 5:30 “By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek
not to please myself but him who sent me.”
John 8:28, 29 “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I
claim to be, and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. The
one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.”
Jesus does all of these things, John has recorded for us to be able to study, because He is indwelt
by and empowered by the Holy Spirit of God, the same Holy Spirit who lives in you and me! It
is the life and the love of heaven that is constraining Jesus to deeply desire to do the will of the
Father for His life and not to please Himself! The life of heaven is a life that is Constrained by
holy, self-emptying, other-oriented Love! And this love of heaven is lived right in the midst of a
world system that is hostile to it, a world system that defines love solely in self-focused, human
terms!
When the Holy Spirit of God comes to live in simple ordinary people like you and me, He brings
with Him the life, the nature, and the desires of heaven. This nature of holy, self-emptying,
other-oriented love dwelling in human hearts does the exact same thing in us it did in Jesus. It
motivates us to live differently, to Incarnate the Word of God as we incorporate what the Spirit
of Jesus living in us is counseling us to be and do in our everyday lifestyle choices!
Paul tells the Corinthian Christians the Holy Spirit will do the exact same thing in all of our lives
as we engage with Him in reading, applying, and incarnating the Word of the Lord in our spheres
of influence too. Because those who dwell in the blindness to spiritual realities by this world
system of things must have a witness, God puts His truth in simple people like you and me, then
He asks us to live it! Let’s read together aloud Paul’s incredible words to the Corinthian
Christians:
II Corinthians 5:14 – 19 “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died
for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who lives should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. So from now on we regard no
one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no
longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has
come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation; that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s
sins against them and has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”
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II Corinthians 5:20 and 21 carry the essence of the Burden we Feel and the Message we Bear:
“We are therefore God’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We
implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin
for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
I. Preparation for Glory with Jesus Forever:
John 17:22 – 24 “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are
one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I want those you have given
me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you
loved me before the creation of the world.”
The contents of the heart of the Lord Jesus are absolutely beautiful. As He pours Himself out
before the Father praying and interceding before Him He has spent only a few verses praying
about Himself and has invested the remainder of His prayer in those who would be His Message
Bearers after He was crucified, risen, and ascended back to the Father.
What Jesus was about to do on the Cross, bearing away from His people the sins, guilt,
transgressions, and iniquitous streams that separated us from the Father’s personal presence, will
make available to His followers Intimacy with God in the exact same way Jesus had lived in
intimacy with the Father. Jesus does not refer to His crucifixion in the text. He refers to His
entrance into the glory He has had with the Father forever.
The life principle here is profound for the children of God who had spiritual eyes to see it. The
Cross of Jesus is the Entrypoint into the Glory of the Lord in life, in death, and forever. The
Cross of Jesus is His entrance into glory with the Father because He reveals His heart of love for
us all on the Cross. It is His glorification because the Cross serves as a timeless picture of that
incredible love of God burning in a human heart that says “No!” to its own fleshly desires and
comforts in order to serve the greater good of others!
The Cross stands as the eternal symbol of Obedience motivated by Agape; the holy, selfemptying, other-oriented Love of God. On the Cross Jesus says to all of humanity: There is no
limit to what the love of God was prepared to do and to suffer for human beings to be able to
know and walk with God the Father deeply and personally!
Jesus enters into His glory on the Cross as He takes away our sins, and when the Father God
placed His seal of approval on His actions by raising Him from the dead, Jesus was victorious
Lord over sin, death, and Hell for all who believe in Him and receive Him as Savior and Lord.
The Cross is our vehicle of glory because on the Cross Jesus took away our offenses to God the
Father and made it possible for simple and ordinary people like you and me to know and walk
with God by His indwelling Spirit!
What was true of Jesus is also true of us. The Way of the Cross is the way to a life that honors
and glorifies our Abba Father God!
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a. The way of the Cross in your heart and mine is the way of Loving Obedience to the will
of the Father God as He reveals it to us! It is to choose a lifestyle that has a deeply settled
yes to the will of the Father. It is a lifestyle based on the decision of the heart to live the
Lordship of Jesus, not merely say the words. Where Jesus is Lord He takes the initiative
and calls us to follow Him.
b. The way of the Cross is the way of Denying my Self; self-crucifixion. The self-life is
eerily similar to the way of the world system of things. It sneaks into our hearts as selfpity, self-importance, self-seeking, and self-defense. This self-life must die. It can’t be
reasoned with or bargained with. It is opposed to Jesus being Lord of all of me!
II. Indwelt by the Spirit of Jesus:
John 17:26 “I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that
the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
John 14:15 – 21 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you
and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world
will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you
will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my
commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”
As Jesus prays and intercedes before the Father God, His heart cries out for the people He loved
so dearly, from the depths of intimacy with His Father. He reveals His heart for His followers
with His words, “I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order
that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” Jesus prays
about His presence, His Holy Spirit living in the lives of simple ordinary people like you and me!
When the Spirit of Jesus invades our lives He does the exact same things that He did in Jesus. He
brings with Him the love and desires that dwell in the heart of God. He motivates us to live in
His love constraining us to live a life that seeks to honor and glorify the Father. He motivates us
to want to live differently than we lived when we were part of and bought into the world
system’s values, ethics, and desires.
Romans 8:9 – 11 “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature, but by the Spirit, if the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because
of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit, who
lives in you.”
Romans 8:14 – 16 “Because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did
not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.
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And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children.”
I am often asked about what our lives look like as we walk through life with the Holy Spirit
dwelling in us. There is a powerful Scripture that reveals the Clear Differences between those
who walk in the flesh, who embody the ways and values of this world order of things, and we
who walk through life in step with the Holy Spirit as He leads us and draws us to the life of
Jesus!
Listen carefully as I read Paul’s words to the Galatians that express the clear differences between
the two ways of living life. Galatians 5:16 – 21:
“So I say live by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful
nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.
They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by
the Spirit, you are not under law. The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: Sexual immorality,
impurity, debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish
ambition, dissensions, factions, and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did
before that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
Paul tells us the sinful nature is fueled by the ethics, desires, and values of this world system of
things. The sinful nature listens to just one radio station: WIIFM is an acrostic standing for
“What’s In It For Me?” Paul lists some pretty awful sins; things most of us in the room today are
not even tempted to do like live a life impurity and debauchery, idolatry and witchcraft,
drunkenness and orgies.
But then there are some things in the middle of that paragraph that I have seen in the people of
God when things weren’t going well interpersonally between us: hatred, discord, jealousy,
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, and envy. The way of the world system of things
motivates us to divide with other people over opinions and create discord, factions, jealousy all
around selfish ambition. The way of the world in our nation today is to divide and walk in
discord over popular human opinions of liberals versus conservatives!
Galatians 5:22 – 26 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong
to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the
Spirit let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying
each other.”
Listen carefully to the clear difference Paul paints as the Fruit or Character of God’s Holy
Spirit invades simple, ordinary people like you and me. This is the presence of God
dwelling in our heart, not just our human conscience on steroids! He says we will live a life
that has its nature firmly set in holy, self-emptying, other-oriented love. Paul says we will seek to
live in joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness to God and one another, gentleness,
and self-control.
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The Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives is clearly discernible because He Motivates us to live
Differently than we have chosen to live before and diametrically different than the world system
motivates people to live.
 If you find yourself longing to deeply worship the Lord and live a life that honors Jesus
that is His presence invading in you!
 If you find yourself loving others for their good, not something you can get out of it, His
presence is invading you!
 If you find yourself feeling sorrow over something you did that you know is wrong and
you are drawn to the Cross of Jesus to deal with it that is His presence invading in you!
 If you find yourself drawn to love someone who has been broken by life, wanting so
much to speak words of love into that heart and life, pointing them to Jesus that is His
presence invading in you!
 If you find yourself motivated in prayer to go and talk with someone who has done
something that has broken your heart, rather than talking to others about them, that is His
presence invading in you!
III. Revealing to the World the Loving Nature of God:
John 17:25, 26 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they
know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you
known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
It simply cannot be overstated, my dear church family, that the contents of the heart of Jesus
poured out of Him when He prayed this passionate intercession before His Father, for all of His
followers then and now! Jesus pours out this prayer to the Father from the depths of His intimacy
with His Father. He says He has made the Father’s name, nature, and character known to His
followers and He will continue to make the Father known to them and us.
Jesus models for us a powerful truth about our prayer life as relational intimacy with God the
Father. When we are walking with God in deepening intimacy, the heart of God breaks into our
hearts, minds, and decision-making process regarding how we will live. The truth is: A Prayer
Life that is deeply meaningful to the Father, Son, Spirit, and to us is one that is Open, Honest,
and Passionate with God in everything within us!
Jesus once more expresses the truth that the world system of things does not by nature reveal
anything of God because it does not see Him nor does it know Him. There are people in your
sphere of influence and in mine who are Blinded by the world system, who have been taken
Captive to values and ethics that are the exact opposite of what is found in Scripture. Someone
has to reveal the sweet love of heaven to blinded and captivated hearts and minds.
Beloved ones, our hearts, how we think about God and the people among whom we live, will be
expressed to God in the ways we Live our lives and the Love we feel for them as we pray. You
are the only one who can answer the question: Am I living a prayerful life? I love the words
David prayed in Psalm 37 as Dr Gene Peterson records them in the Message:
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“I open up my life before you holding nothing back, believing you to do whatever needs to be
done, to validate your calling to me. I quiet myself before you and choose to be prayerful in
everything. I wait passionately for you, not leaving the path you put me one while I wait for you
to give me the place in the sun you’ve marked out for me to be with you.”
You are the only one who knows the truth about your prayer life and if you are learning the
Painful Truth about what it means to Bear God’s Burdens for people in our sphere of influence
in Intercession! Someone must reveal the love of God to your circle of friends. Are you that
someone?
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August 27, 2017 AM
JOHN’S GOSPEL, JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD:
71. “When Jesus is Glorified in our Lives"
John 17:22 – 26
Introduction:
We’re studying John’s Gospel testimony to the life, teachings, and the work of Jesus for us on the Cross. If we
can see who Jesus really is we will be able to B______________ Him and R_____________ His Spirit in our
lives!
He writes to show us Jesus is the Son of God and Son of Man. Only Jesus is able to introduce us to the gift of
S________________ A_______________.
John wrote with a full understanding of what the other Gospel writers had written. He writes to give us
information they did not include. What John says about why he wrote this Gospel message: John 20:30, 31…
John tells us Jesus is the Word made flesh, Jesus I_______________, makes evident the Word. He is a
demonstration of the L_______ and L_______ of heaven on earth.
Jesus came to surrender Himself to the will of the Father completely: There would be a R______________, a
sacrifice for our sins the Father accepted!
John 5:19, 20, John 5:30, and John 8:28, 29
Jesus lives these things as He is indwelt by the Spirit of God. The life of heaven is a life C______________ by
the L_______ of heaven! The Holy Spirit living in our lives brings with Him the nature of holy love.
This love in our hearts motivates us to live differently, to I_______________ the Word of God as we follow the
Spirit’s lead, as Paul wrote to the Corinthian Christians in II Corinthians 5:14 – 19… II Corinthians 5:20, 21
carry the B____________ we feel and the M______________ we bear.
I. Preparation for Glory With Jesus Forever:
John 17:22 - :24
The contents of Jesus’ heart are beautiful as He prays and intercedes! Jesus did not spend much time on
himself. He prayed about those who would be His M_____________ B___________.
What Jesus was about to do on the Cross will make available to His followers I________________ with God
like what Jesus lived and modeled.
The life principle: The Cross of Jesus is the E________-P________ of glory.
It stands as the eternal symbol of O________________ motivated by agape – the L________ that originates in
the nature of God.
The W_____ of the Cross is L___________ O___________________ and the choice to D________ my S______
L______.
II. Indwelt by the Spirit of Jesus:
John 17:26 and 14:15 – 21
Jesus is praying for others from the depths of intimacy with the Father, that His presence will live in all of us
by His Spirit.
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When the Holy Spirit invades us He does the exact same things in us that He did in Jesus. Romans 8:9 – 11
and 14 – 16
Paul wrote about the C_______ D_______________ between those who walk in the F_________ and we who
choose to walk in the S________.
Galatians 5:16 – 21 describes those who embody the world’s ways in life. There are some things in that text
that most of us aren’t even tempted with. But there are some things in the middle of the paragraph that do
show up…
Galatians 5:22 – 26 Paul describes the clear difference the F________, the C______________ of God’s Spirit as
He lives in you and me.
The Holy Spirit’s presence dwelling in us M______________ us to live D_________________ than we have
chosen to live before we knew Him!
III. Revealing to the World the Loving Nature of God:
John 17:25, 26
Jesus prays from the depths of His love for the Father. He prays that He has made the Father’s Name and
nature known to His followers. The heart of the Father was on His heart as He prayed.
Walking through life with Jesus, His heart will break into our hearts, minds, decision-making processes. A
prayer life that is meaningful is O_______, H__________ and P________________ with God in everything.
Jesus once more says the world does not know God’s presence or power. There are people in our spheres of
influence who are B___________ by and taken C__________ to the world’s values and ethics.
How we think about the people we live with will be expressed in how we L_______ with them and the deep
L______ we feel for them when we pray.
We must learn the P__________ reality of B__________ God’s B__________ in love as we intercede for our
loved ones!
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. John invests six chapters of his Gospel, chapters 13 through 19, on the last twenty four hours of Jesus life on earth.
Why did he focus on that time period?

2. John tells us Jesus chose to do the Father’s will. What motivated Jesus to surrender to the will of the Father God,
including the Cross? Why is that important for us to know?

3. If you had to describe to a seeker of God what the love of God is and how it motivates us to live, what would you tell
them?

4. Why does Jesus refer to the Cross as entering into His glory? How does the Cross of Jesus become our entry-point
into a life that glorifies Jesus?

5. Paul’s wrote to the Galatian believers about the clear differences between those who walk in the flesh and those
who walk in step with the Spirit of God. What is the evidence Paul presents for us to identify both lifestyles? What role
does the world system of values play in enticing the fleshly appetites?

6. What is the absolute, infallible proof that the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in our hearts and has given life to
our spirit that was dead in sins?

7. What does Jesus model for us in this incredible prayer that you want to embody in your own prayer life?

8. Please consider sharing with one another in your Home Group what it means to you to bear the burden of the Lord
for people you love in your family or sphere of influence?

9. Read together aloud Galatians 5:16 – 26 and share insights you have regarding the work of the Holy Spirit
confronting the fleshly nature in believers in Jesus.

10. What are some ways the Holy Spirit has been working in your life, in your church family, to take you deeper in your
own understanding of what it means to bear the burdens of the Lord interceding for people you love?
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