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John’s Gospel, Jesus Is the Son of God:
58. “The Vine, the Branches, and the Gardener”
John 15:1–8
Introduction:
The central theme of the Gospel of John is Jesus is the Son of God who came into the
world to make it possible for us all to Know God Personally. John begins this incredible
Gospel by telling his readers that Jesus is the Word of God who came from eternity and
entered into humanity, specifically to address the issue of sin in the human heart and soul.
Sin separated us from being able to know and walk with God. Something had to be done
about it. That something was done by Jesus who came to deal with our sins!
John tells us Jesus is the way to God, the truth of God, and the life of God lived in a human
life so we can see what God looks like and acts like in the human arena. When see who
Jesus is and what He came to do we are able to make solid decisions about what to do with
His claim to be the Son of God who alone can introduce us to spiritual adoption, to being
“Children of God.”
When Jesus opened up God’s truth to people it showed them things in their own lives that
they didn’t want to see or deal with. Jesus pointed people to the presence and power of sin
living in the human heart and life. Jesus exposed the inner issue of the Essence of Sin, our
insidious Self-Interest, making it possible to obey God’s commands for selfish reasons: to
make one’s self look good to God and people. Jesus longs for all of us as His followers to
see our own self-interest and then to turn away from following our selfish ways.
When Jesus spoke it flowed from His relationship with His Abba Father God. Jesus said He
was God-taught, that His teaching came from His Father. One of the major themes of
John’s Gospel is that Jesus walked through life in deep Love for the Father, leading Him
to absolute Submission to the Father’s Will for His life. Jesus demonstrates for us what a
human being doing the will of God looks like. It places it’s the will of God above its own
wants and desires.
Let’s read together some of the statements Jesus has made, recorded by John in this Gospel,
that tell us Jesus knew He was the Son of God, sent from His Abba Father to come to our
rescue, and called to a life of surrender to the will of the Father.
John 4:34 “My food, said Jesus, is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.”
John 5:19, 20a “I tell you the truth; the Son can do nothing by himself; he can only do what he sees
the Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and
shows him all he does.”
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John 5:30 “By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not
to please myself but him who sent me.”
John 7:28b, 29 “I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, but I
know him because I am from him and he sent me.”
We find ourselves right in the middle of the teaching Jesus is giving to His disciples on the
eve of His death on the Cross for us all. John is recalling these words of Jesus some fifty
years after they were spoken. He writes them from his vivid memory, and under the
anointing of the Holy Spirit, recalling the words Jesus spoke and the emotions He spoke
with, from the perspective of an eye-witness, reclining next to Jesus at the table.
Jesus is introducing His followers to the Indwelling Presence of the Holy Spirit, who is
“another Counselor” who will live in the hearts, souls, minds, and regenerated spirits of the
disciples of Jesus. Jesus is telling them and us that He will die on the Cross, that He will be
raised from the dead and go back to the Father in heaven. When He does so the Father will
send the Holy Spirit to live in them and us, to make His home in them and us, to teach them
and us and remind them and us of the words and the works of Jesus.
Jesus and His eleven followers have left the upper room where they have observed the
Passover meal. They are heading out of Jerusalem to the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus is
walking along the way, talking with them, still holding the teaching session that began with
the washing of their feet. As they walked along they saw all of the ornate emblems on the
side of the Temple. One of those emblems is the vine, representing the people of God Israel,
and a six foot high golden cluster of grapes, representing the fruit for God His people were
called to bear.
Jesus used the picture of the vine and the cluster of grapes to teach truth to His followers.
Jesus knew the Old Testament picture of God planting Israel in the land of Canaan as His
vineyard. It is referenced in Isaiah 5:1 – 7 and Psalm 80. The Lord God speaks of His people
as His vineyard and Himself as the landowner who tended to the vines. He looked for good
fruit in the lives of His people, for love, for the desire to honor Him. But the vineyard
produced only bad fruit and was ultimately destroyed by the judgment of the Lord for their
unjust, unholy lives!
Jesus used the imagery of the vine and cluster of grapes, representing Israel the people of
God, as a picture to give the disciples a teaching session they would never forget. John hung
on every word Jesus said that night. He wrote down these words verbatim as the Holy Spirit
brought to his mind all of the truths Jesus spoke to them about the Christian Life and
Bearing the Fruit the Holy Spirit produced in their lives.
John is the only Gospel author to include these awesome words of truth. But because John
did write them we can join Jesus and the eleven as they walk past the Temple and head for
the Mount of Olives. We can walk right into the setting and Hear and Understand these
awesome words of truth for ourselves!
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I. The Vine and the Branches:
Jesus is comparing Himself and His followers to Israel as the vineyard of the Lord, which
did not bear the fruit the Lord God looked for and longed for. Jesus is saying, as compared
to that vineyard and its vines that bore awful fruit and was destroyed, John 15:1, 2 “I am the
true vine and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so it will be even more fruitful.”
Throughout this Gospel John has referred again and again to the truth that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God. John refers to Jesus as the eternal Word who became a human being when
He was born through the body of a maiden named Mary.
John 1:1, 2 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.”
John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
When Jesus says He is the True Vine and that the Father God is the owner of the vineyard
and the gardener who cares for the vineyard, He is speaking powerful truth. He was not
planted and grown in the soil of the earth first. Jesus is the True Vine because He came
from the rich nutrients of the very presence of God in heaven and was Transplanted here in
the soil of the earth as the Father God sent Him into the world.
John is restating something he addresses time and time again. Jesus is the Son of God who
came into this world order of things. He is the Word of God made flesh who came to live
among us. He is the Immanuel Principle of God, “God with us” on earth. The essence of
Christian Theological thought that is centered in the Person of Jesus Christ our Lord, is this
simple truth: Jesus is God Almighty moving into, literally breaking into the Human Arena
in order to act to Redeem us from our sinful state, to Restore to us the ability to know and
walk with God.
What Jesus is saying is pretty straightforward but let’s state the obvious so we are on equal
footing together. Jesus is the True and Essential Life Source of His followers. As we live in
Him and He lives in us, His life flows into our lives by His indwelling Holy Spirit. He is the
root diving deep into the soil of God’s nature. He is the source of real life dwelling in you
and me. As the True Vine He brings life-giving nutrients to your spiritual life and mine!
He is stating that you and I are the branches who are dwelling in Him as the True Vine. Our
part of this incredible stream of the life and the love of heaven flowing into the world is to
stay firmly and relationally attached to Jesus. As we stay firmly and relationally attached to
Jesus His sap flows into our lives, He is the flow of divine life into your life and mine.
We are not responsible to work hard at producing the fruit of Jesus, by our best grit, will,
and our spiritual disciplines. We are responsible to stay close to Jesus and bear what He
produces in us! His divine life flowing into simple ordinary lives like yours and mine will
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produce the fruit of heaven’s Character and Nature living in us: Holy, self-emptying, otheroriented Love!
Jesus says His Father God is the landowner, the vineyard proprietor, and the master
gardener who tends to the process of divine life flowing into and then out of our lives. The
Father God grafts your life and mine into the life of Jesus, when He gives us the gift of the
Holy Spirit to come and live in us and makes our spirits that were dead in sins alive unto
God in Christ Jesus!
II. The Vine, the Branches, and the Work of the Gardener:
John 15:1, 2 “I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so it will be even more fruitful.”
The Father God knows the contents of each one of us better than we know ourselves. The
Father God watches over this process grafting and life-giving flow of holy love in us with a
view to you and me Bearing fruit the Holy Spirit is Producing. The fruit of the Spirit will be
lasting and loving, fruit of His character and nature flowing into and through you and me! It
can only be borne in our lives when we remain in the Spirit of Jesus and He remains in us!
If you drive through an area that has a lot of fruit trees of various kinds in orchards in the
springtime you can roll down the windows of your car and I promise you, you will never
hear those apple trees grunting to push apples through their branches to form the buds, the
flowers, and ultimately the apples. Why don’t they grunt and push and strain? Because trees
produce what the life giving sap naturally does in the limbs, the buds, and the fruit they
bear.
In the exact same way, the fruit of God’s Spirit we bear is produced by the Holy Spirit doing
the nature of His work in us. Paul stated clearly the fruit of His Spirit living in us in
Galatians 5:22 – 24: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.”
Please pay careful attention to the words Jesus spoke as He talked about the Father God
working in the lives of His followers as our Master Gardener: “He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so it will be even more fruitful.”
Jesus says the Father as Master Gardener Does a Cutting Work in two different ways in
two very different kinds of hearts He sees and knows in the followers of Jesus.
1. Every branch that is “in Jesus” but bears no fruit of life-change, no fruit of holy and
self-emptying, other-oriented love, is cut off from taking nutrients from the Vine.
There are some shoots on a vine that are wild and fruitless; they are “all leaves and
no fruit.” The gardener knows wild shoots when he sees them and cuts them off of
the vine so the vital nutrients can go to the branches that do bear fruit. In the same
way, the Father God cuts off or literally, removes, those who only claim to be
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Christians but do not bear the fruit of godly sorrow leading to repentance, holy
love, and transformation!
2. Every branch in Jesus that does bear fruit the Father God prunes back so it will be
even more fruitful. As a master vinedresser knows where the branch will bear fruit
and prunes away what will prevent the fruit from forming, so the Father God knows
us intimately and He will oversee a process of cutting and pruning your life and
mine so we can be even more fruitful than we were before. Our Abba Father God
loves us deeply and longs to produce far more fruit in us than we can see right now.
We will have to be prepared to bear the fruit the Father God has planned for us to
bear!
When we experience the cutting works of the Father God it is not pleasant. It can be very
painful for us. There are often things in our lives that will prevent us from bearing all of the
fruit the Father wants us to bear. In order to enable us to see the places in our hearts, minds,
souls, and sometimes memory bank that are keeping us from being fruitful, the Lord will
permit three sources of difficulty, painful things to touch our lives and they will have a
cutting effect on us:
1. He will permit Temptations to come at us and as those temptations are
successful, as we cave in to them, we can see areas in our lives that we are weak
and sin is living, places where we need to change by godly sorrow and deep
repentance.
2. He will permit Suffering to come our way, circumstances in life that cause us to
feel deep and prolonged pain, physical suffering, relational pain and heartaches,
what the great heroes of the faith called “the dark night of the soul.”
3. Jesus told His followers then and now, we are made Clean as the Word of the
Lord permeates our lives and brings us to Surrender more deeply to the Truth!
“You are clean through the word I have spoken to you.”
III. Remaining In Jesus, the Secret of Being Fruitful:
John 15:4 – 6 “Remain in me and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you re the
branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown like a branch that is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up and thrown into the fire and burned.”
The Father God, the master gardener has loved us so much that He sent Jesus into the
world to act to redeem us, to restore our ability to know and walk with Him as Abba Father
God. It is the Love of God that has moved heaven to give us Jesus as the Source of Divine
Life flowing into the human arena. Jesus is the source of divine life living in the human
heart, soul, mind, and spirit and the Holy Spirit flowing into us is the Means of divine life
dwelling in you and me! Jesus said, “apart from me you can do nothing.” We must have
His presence, His life in us to bear kingdom fruit in life!
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Jesus teaches His followers then and now the absolute necessity of remaining permanently
attached to the Vine, that the life-giving flow of nutrients to our souls, our spirits made alive
will not be cut off! He is speaking to us in another way of Being Filled with the Holy Spirit
Constantly, each new day. He says He is the True Vine and we are the branches. Then, in
order to solidify the point, eight times in four verses Jesus tells us it is necessary that we
“remain in Him and that He remain in us!”
Let’s begin with the negative words Jesus alluded to in the text: The Dire Consequences of
living Outside of sweet Fellowship with the Spirit of Jesus every day. Jesus told His
followers a simple, straightforward and painful word to hear, assuming we have any
softness of heart at all. If a person does not abide in Christ Jesus, does not engage with His
life while making a profession of doing so, such branches are severed from the True Vine,
wither, and die. People come and gather up withered branches and they are thrown into the
burn pile!
Again, let’s restate the obvious, brothers and sisters. Every branch can only bear fruit as it
remains in the vine and the life-giving nutrients of the soil flow through the vines stem into
the branch and then into producing the fruit on the branch. In the same way as the branches
attached to Jesus, you and I are only going to bear fruit for God’s holy kingdom of the heart
as we stay firmly in the True Vine Jesus and He pours His life-giving Spirit into you and me.
The fruit we bear is what His life produces in us!
We stay affixed to the True Vine when we engage in activities that feed our spiritual lives.
We gather with our brothers and sisters for corporate Worship, heartfelt praise and worship
flowing from our lips in concert with our church family. We stay fixed in the life of Jesus
when we Read and Meditate on His Word recorded in the Holy Scriptures. We stay fixed
in the life of Jesus when we Pray, seek His presence, Intercede for others in our spheres of
influence, under the Holy Spirit’s leadership in our lives.
Look at what Jesus says to His followers, as He promises to hear our prayer and
intercession for others. Lets’ read verse 7: “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be given you.” These words Jesus shared with His followers then
and now are powerful, life-changing words relating to our individual prayer lives. Jesus gave
us a wonderful Prayer Promise here. Notice the promise of having prayer answered has two
conditions you and I are responsible to meet, regarding answered prayer:
1. We are responsible to Remain In Jesus, to live in Him and to invite Him to live in
us. We are called to get alone with the Lord Jesus, to welcome Him to sit on the very
throne of our freshly surrendered heart and reign in us. Abiding in Him and Him
abiding in us is a clear picture of being filled with the Spirit daily, freshly invaded by
His presence.
2. We are responsible to have His Words Remain in our hearts, minds, desires, and
purposes in life. Get alone with the Scriptures, beloved ones, not to get factoids to
spit out, or pieces of academic information, solely to have an informed mind. Get
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alone with the Scriptures to hear the sweet voice of Jesus, to hear His thoughts, His
mind, His heart desires burning truth into your heart.
When we meet these two conditions, we will pray God-honoring, Jesus-focused prayers
that are not motivated by our self-interest. We will listen to the voice of the Lord in
Scripture informing our hearts and our desires, praying in keeping with what the Lord has
revealed to us as His good, pleasing, and perfect will!
And let’s conclude our study today with the ultimate Result of living Attached to the True
Vine, Jesus in life, in verse 8: “This is to my Father’s glory that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.” When we live in fellowship with Jesus our lives will take on
His characteristics. John has made it abundantly clear to us again and again, Jesus came
into the world not to do His own will but the will of the Father who sent Him. That will of
the Father God for His life was the Cross.
Jesus lived a life of Serving Love, He laid down His life in love for the Father. Serving love
motivated Jesus to go to the Cross, suffering for those He loved. The love we have for the
Father and the people we love will similarly move us to live a life of serving love as we
represent Jesus in our spheres of influence.
Jesus embraced the Cross, was willing to Lay Aside His Will and completed the will of the
Father for His life because He loved us so deeply. The love we feel for the Father, our desire
to glorify the Father here on earth will lead us to be willing to lay aside our will and
embrace the will of God for our lives too!
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April 9, 2017
John’s Gospel, Jesus Is the Son of God:
58. “The Vine, the Branches, and the Gardener"
John 15:1–8
Introduction:
The central theme of the Gospel of John is Jesus is the Son of God who came into the world
so we could K________ God P_________________.
When we get a clear look at who Jesus really is we are in a position to make choices about
what to do with His claim to be the Son of God who alone can introduce us to becoming
“C_______________ of G_____.”
Jesus spoke truth to everyone and some people didn’t like that His truth exposed the inner
issue of the E________________ of S____, our insidious S______-I_____________.
One of John’s major themes is Jesus walking in deep love for the Father, causing Him to
live in complete S______ to the Father’s W__ for His life. John 4:34; 5:19–20; 5:30; 7:28–29
We are in the middle of the teaching session Jesus gave to His followers on the night before
He died for us all on the Cross. Jesus is introducing them and us to the I___________ ___
P____________ of the Holy Spirit who will come to live in His followers.
Jesus and His followers have left the upper room and are headed for Gethsemane. They
walked past the Temple and saw the sculpture of the vine and the cluster of grapes on the
Temple wall.
Jesus used the imagery of the vine and cluster of grapes to speak to them about the
C______________ L_______ and learning to B_______ the F___________ the Holy Spirit
produced in them!
Because John recorded this teaching session we can read it and we can H__ _ _ and
U_____ __ __ _ ___ the truth Jesus wanted His followers to know.
I. The Vine and the Branches:
John 15:1–2
Throughout the Gospel, John has said Jesus is the Son of God, the Word made flesh. John
1:1–2, 14
Jesus is the T_______ V_______ who came from the rich soil of heaven and the Father
T___________________ on earth!
Jesus is God Almighty breaking into the human arena, come to R________ us and to
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R__________ to us the ability to know and walk with God.
Jesus’ life is the true, E_______________ source of spiritual L______ in us.
His life flowing into our lives will produce the C__________________ and N__________ of
God in us, His holy, self-emptying, other-oriented L____.
Jesus says the Father is owner, proprietor, and gardener who tends to divine life in human
beings!
II. The Vine, the Branches, and the Work of the Gardener:
John 15:1–2
The Father knows the contents of our hearts and watches over the process of His life in us
with a view to us B_____________ the fruit the Holy Spirit is P____________________ in
us! The fruit of the Holy Spirit we bear is produced as He does His work in us. Galatians
5:22–24
Jesus says the Master Gardener does a cutting work in us in two ways:
1. He C______ O_____ branches that are all talk and no fruit!
2. He watches over the process of P_____________ the fruit bearers so we will be even more
F________________!
The followers of Jesus then and now may experience the cutting work of the Father in three
regards: Through T_______________ … God-permitted S_________________ … His
A_____________ Word of T______ ___!
III. Remaining in Jesus, the Secret of Being Fruitful:
John 15:4–8
Jesus is the S____________ of divine life dwelling in us and the Holy Spirit is the M_______
of divine life living in us all. Jesus is using another picture to teach the necessity of
B_________ F__________ with the Spirit daily!
Outside of fellowship with Jesus there are D______ C_________________.
We maintain fellowship with the True Vine when we engage in corporate W____________
… when we R________ and M________________ on His W_________ … when we
P________ and I________________ for others.
Verse seven is a conditional P____________ P________________, carrying two conditions
we are responsible to meet:
1. We R_____________ in Jesus.
2. His W________ R_______________ in us.
The R____________ of staying attached to the True Vine: We take on the characteristics of
Jesus’ life!
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Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. How would you describe to someone who asked you what it means for you to know God
personally? What does knowing the Lord mean to you?
2. Why did the religious leaders and some of the other people who heard Jesus teach react so
strongly to what He taught?
3. Why do you think John thought about and wrote so much about Jesus coming to earth as
Son of God to live in loving submission to the will of the Father for His life?
4. How do we know for certain the Holy Spirit is living in our lives? What are some of the
different ways we bear the fruit of His presence? What changes does the Holy Spirit make in
our lives when He comes to live in us?
5. Jesus said the Father God is the gardener who tends to the branches on the True Vine.
What are the different ways the gardener cuts back the branches? Why does He prune the
lives of the followers of Jesus?
6. How does the Father God use temptations or suffering we go through to prune our lives so
we bear even more fruit for Him?
7. Jesus told His followers they were clean through His Word. What does that mean? How
does the Lord cleanse us through His Word?
8. Jesus gave us a conditional prayer promise in John 15:7. What are the conditions to
answered prayer? What does each condition mean in practical terms?
9. Read together Luke 11:1–13. Discuss your insights on Jesus’ teaching on prayer. What
makes prayer such a powerful tool for Christians?
10. As you apply the teaching Jesus gave regarding remaining attached to Him, what are some
things that touched your heart? Why? How does His teaching on answers to prayer impact
your own prayer life?

10

