May 3, 2015 AM
 
KINGDOM STORIES:
X. “The Parable of the Wedding Banquet”
Matthew 22:1-14 

Introduction:
Matthew 21:12, 23a, 45-46
 
Jesus made worship possible for the  __________.
 
The chief priests questioned Jesus’ ____________.
 
Matthew 22:1-2
Jesus begins this story with a promise of _____________.
 
I. The Privileged Guests are Summoned:
Matthew 22:3-7
 
The invitation was to those _________________ to the King.
 
Rather than responding with punishment he  _______________.
 
Nehemiah 9:26
The King responds with wrath due to their response to his _______________.
 
II. The Good and the Bad Come in Droves:
Matthew 22:8-10
 
The wedding banquet has been made open to all who _________.
 
Both the “good” and the “bad” ___________.
1 Corinthians 6:11
 
III. We Must Come on the King’s Terms:
Matthew 22:11-12, Esther 2:12
 
The  __________ came with _____________.
 
Matthew 22:12-13
The others at the banquet did not realize that this man _________________.
 
He wanted to ________ without  ________.
 
Conclusion:
Matthew 22:14
Those who refused the invitation implemented their own ____________.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion Starter Questions for Home Groups
1. Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there   anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?

2. For those of you who have been married, how would you have reacted if on the day of your wedding someone in your bridal party said they were too busy and would not be there?


3. What caused the guests to get so angry that they eventually killed the King’s messengers? 

4. Does it ever bother you that those who spent much of their lives “bad” are given the same opportunity to change into the wedding clothes and share in the banquet? Imagine those who have committed horrible crimes, yet are still being pursued by God’s grace. What helps you to resist the lie that some people are beyond grace?

5. A royal wedding is not a low-key or secretive event, so likely everyone would know when it is about to begin. If you were one of the people the servants found on the street and welcomed into the banquet, what would have been going through your mind? 

6. Refer back to Matthew 21:12-13. What is the significance of this passage as a backdrop to the parable we studied this week?


7. Read Matthew 21:23 and Matthew 22:11-12 aloud together.  Discuss the contrast between those who were confronted about their right to be present. 


8. Read together Matthew 7:21-23. Discuss the connection between these verses and the man who sneaks into the banquet.
Sunday May 3, 2015
The Wedding Banquet
2. I. Introduction
We are ten weeks into a look at Jesus’ parables.
I am going to start by working through a few verses from the previous chapter to paint a picture for you of where Jesus is and who he is speaking with.
3. Matthew 21:12
“Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves.”
There were several different courts and only certain people were able to progress further into the temple area.
4. Picture
The most outer court was the court of the gentiles that I mentioned earlier.
The next court moving inward was the court of the Israelites.
The next court moving inward from there was the court of the Israelite men.
Even further in was the court of the priests, and within this court only very rarely was anyone permitted to enter the holy of holies.
At this point Jesus enters into the temple area specifically the outermost section called the court of the gentiles. Because of people making long trips to Jerusalem to make sacrifices there was a need for an area in the city for them to purchase sacrifices if they could not bring them along. Over time this system of buying and selling began to take over the court that was reserved for the gentiles. They could not be caught any further in without serious consequences. However, how were they expected to worship in the midst of all of the noise and the chaos of this money changing? From the inauguration of the temple there has always been this area for gentiles to come and worship. Though, we can see from this passage those that those in charge had little concern for the gentiles. 
5. Jesus made worship possible for the Gentiles.
You can fill in the gaps I am leaving by reading through all of chapter 21 on your own.
After clearing out the money changers and healing many people in the temple, Jesus heads out of the city for the night.
The following morning Jesus headed back into the city.
6. Matthew 21:23
“Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. ‘By what authority are you doing these things?’ they asked. ‘And who gave you this authority.’”
It does not state specifically where in the courts Jesus stopped and began teaching, but due to not being from the tribe of the priests he would not have been permitted in the court of the priests. Therefore, we must assume that the chief priests simply heard him as he began to teach and came out from the inner court to confront him. 
7. The chief priests questioned Jesus’ Authority.
8. Matthew 21:45-46
“When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.”
Although the chief priests clearly understood that he was talking about them, there was also a crowd there listening to the parables he was sharing.
9. These verses from the previous chapter help us to know who Jesus is speaking with when he presents this parable.
Finally, in the beginning of chapter 22, Jesus sets the stage for his next parable.
10. Matthew 22:1-2
“Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son.’”
In these three verses the stage has been set. A wedding is one of the biggest events in a person’s life. Weddings are probably the events that I get most nervous about doing any tech for. It is a day that those involved will remember for many years. 
11. Jesus begins this story with a promise of Celebration.
I have some cool family members and friends that I have had the opportunity to share these days with, but none of them come close to holding the status of a king. Obviously the king would know a lot of people and ton more people would know the king. For those of you who remember the extravagance of the recent English royal wedding, the picture he is painting here is exponentially more extravagant. With this backdrop of a royal wedding banquet in mind, we will seek to unpack who the other characters in the story are. 
12. I. The Privileged Guests Are Summoned
Matthew 22:3
“He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.”
The wedding banquet would not be open to everyone, but to those who were closest in relation and connection. Many of the texts I consulted agree that this group who had been invited to the banquet would have been comparable to what we consider the bridal party and close family today. This makes a lot of sense because those who were this close to the king and his son would easily have known that the banquet was coming and only a matter of time away.
It is hard to know how long the guests knew that the wedding banquet was coming but it is clear that they had been giving a standing invitation for when the time came. 
13. The tense of “refused” in verse three means that they persistently refused.
It does not simply suggest that they said no and the servant moved on.
When the king receives the response back from his servants that his offer has been refused he is faced with a decision that needs to be made. To refuse an invitation from the king was an incredible social crime and had serious consequences. The fact that the king did not immediately wipe them out is an act of mercy. 
14. The invitation was to those Closely Connected to the King.
These special guests who were invited and refused to come would be the Israelites, especially those in positions of leadership. They often claimed to be closely related to God and to be most closely connected to him, but when the time came to share in celebration with him they rejected him.
Rather than punishing them for their refusal, he tries even harder to motivate them to come.
15. Rather than responding with punishment he Tries Harder.
16-17. Matthew 22:4-7
“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.”
For thousands of years God poured into the Israelites and spoke of a time when His kingdom would invade the earth. 
18. An invitation from the King is a great honor and also a sovereign command.
Refusal of the King was unacceptable.
Throughout the history of Israel, over and over God would send prophets, his servants, to draw his people back from him and away from their distractions, but they consistently rejected his offer. 
They were too focused on what was going on around them and their worldly obligations and desires. They had physical needs to deal with, their own struggles they were facing, and their career or family goals. They were not willing to put aside these pursuits or struggles to experience the incredible wedding feast that they had heard about their whole lives. 
19. As the servants continued to put forth the invitation, it became increasingly clear to these special guests the errors that they had made in refusing the invitation.
In their stubbornness and guilt as the invitation was being consistently presented, the only possible end that they saw of was to kill the messengers.
20. Nehemiah 9:26 
“But they were disobedient and rebelled against you; they put your law behind their backs. They killed your prophets, who had admonished them in order to turn them back to you; they committed awful blasphemies.”
Eventually, rather than simply rejecting God’s servants they began to kill them. 
This continued all the way through to John the Baptist as the last one sent to prepare the way for Christ.
This parable makes it very clear that God will not force anyone to come, but he will deal heavily with those who continue to belittle his offer and the extent of its cost. Eventually the king in his righteousness and justice chooses to pour out his wrath on those who refuse and murder the messengers of his grace.
21. The King responds with wrath due to their response to his Messengers.
22. II. The Good and the Bad Come in Droves
-23. Matthew 22:8-10
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.”
The guest list has been thrown out and the wedding banquet has been made open to all who will come. 
24. The wedding banquet has been made open to all who Choose.
25. Just like the first time the invitation was extended by the King, those who are invited still have to choose whether or not to come. 
The servants do not go out and drag anyone in kicking and screaming. 
The big difference between this group and the former group is that many of them are desperate. The religious leaders of Israel found confidence in their ability to follow the law and felt that this banquet invitation was simply an unimportant addition.
This invitation did not go out to people who had it all together, but to both those who were good and bad who were united in their bondage. The first invitation went to those who deserved to have an invitation due to their relationship to the King. However, those in the second group could claim no right to be a part of this event and many of them were probably very well aware of their lack of entitlement to be involved.
26. Both the “good” and the “bad” Respond.
27. 1 Corinthians 6:11
“And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”
1 Corinthians 6:9 begins with “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?”
This is what the beginning of verse 11 refers back to.
Just like many people can feel today without having to be told, without Christ the world around us has the power to hold us in bondage. They may not have fully understood the magnitude of the invitation, but they were drawn by the sudden significance and honor of being invited by the King.
However, as we continue to read there are some expectations that come along with the invitation.
28. III. We Must Come on the King’s Terms
Matthew 22:11-12
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless.”
We must remember that a royal wedding banquet in this period was far from a wedding reception that you may have attended in the past. The banquet would be a huge ordeal with multiple days of feasting and joyful celebration.
Therefore, it is not as if its 6:00 and the reception started ten minutes ago, but these people are finding out late and have to hurry or they will miss it in a few hours. 
Those of you who have been attending for a while should be very familiar with the story of Esther and for those of you who are newer you will be just fine because I just want to pull one key detail out.
29. Esther 2:12
“Before a girl’s turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete twelve months of beauty treatments prescribed for the women, six months with oil of myrrh and six with perfumed and cosmetics.”
Coming before the king was a huge deal and in this intense case, these women were expected to spend a year preparing themselves before they entered into the King’s presence. 
30. The Invitation came with Expectations.
 I do not believe God who represents the king in this wedding banquet is out there spreading his invitation to the banquet while at the same time looking for little ways that he can trick people and disqualify them. 
For the king to confront this individual regarding his wedding clothes, along with his sign of guilt, speechlessness, I believe we can assume that the guests were all made aware of the fact that they must come wearing wedding clothes. 
This man’s refusal to accept the terms of the invitation and make the appropriate change displays great disrespect to the king, the son, and the other guests. 
This man represents those who hear about and want to experience all of the incredible festivities that are going to take place at the banquet, but is not willing to accept the requirements for entry. 
31. Matthew 22:12-13
“’Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
I had us reread verse twelve because there is another important point that we need to draw out of this verse. The King asks this man how he even got into the wedding without wedding clothes. It sounds as if this man somehow snuck his way into the banquet and if he had tried to come in without wedding clothes through the honest entrance he would have been informed that he was not appropriately prepared. However, up until the point where the King himself confronted this man he must have been good enough at acting like he belonged that no one else noticed. 
32. The others at the banquet did not realize that this man Did Not Belong.
There are many people who attend churches throughout the world and who call themselves Christians, but have not honestly taken the time to prepare to be welcomed into the wedding feast. Many of these people know how to make themselves look like they belong and are actually committed to Christ. 
33. He wanted to Celebrate without Changing.
However, when the King comes to finally judge between who has truly been changed and who is simply putting on a show, those who are just in it for the perks will face the same fate as the man without wedding clothes.
I know that I have read through this passage before and missed the other group referred to in verse thirteen. After this man is confronted and thrown out of the wedding, he is not out in the darkness alone. He joins all those who refused the universal invitation when the servants went out to the street corners. Whether these people openly refused the invitation when the servants approached them or if they hid so that the servants couldn’t even find them, they are all on the outside and will soon hear the incredible celebration going on within the banquet.
The King knows that as soon as they realize what they have missed out on they will be in total despair and misery. 
34. The same fate awaits both those who are too focused on their lives to even consider the invitation as well as those who receive the invitation and attempt to enter the feast on their own terms.
35. Conclusion
Matthew 22:14
“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
This verse is confusing if we see it as simply referring to the incident that just went down with the one man being refused.
However, if we understand this verse in the context of all of the people who were invited throughout the parable yet did not eventually partake in the banquet, it makes more sense. 
36. Those who refused the invitation implemented their own Punishment.
The King did not punish either group for refusing his invitation. 
When he eventually punished the Israelites it was for their mistreatment and murder of his messengers.
Those who refused to submit to the expectations of the invitation, refused the invitation in its entirety.
Those who completely ignored the invitation the second time and were out in the darkness in verse thirteen, chose to stay separated from the king in favor of their other priorities.
Worship Team
I had to come in here a little early this morning to add something extra to the end of my notes.
Yesterday, as I was mowing I heard God speak to me very clearly, not audibly, but undeniably about the final thought that I needed to leave you with this morning. This parable is very confrontational, but…
“But when the king came in to see the guests…”
