Cedar Grove Discipleship Training
Session V – September 7, 2014
“The Reality of the Cosmic Conflict for the Souls of People” Part III
Things We Have Learned Regarding the Spiritual Conflict:
The spiritual battle is a M
to an E : W
__E
. The real issue is the
lost and dying souls of people whom Satan and his evil alliance have kept bound in sin and blinded to
the Gospel.
II Corinthians 4:3, 4 “And even if our Gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god
of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
The spiritual battle is both real and intentional. Our enemy Satan and his minions are the mortal
enemy of God the Father, Son, and Spirit, all that our God loves and has clearly communicated to be
His will and purposes. The enemy is intentional, persistently setting out to O _____
God, to
D ________
, and to B
P
to the good news of His kingdom of the heart.
We are called to walk with God and work with Him in His global purposes of evangelism by being
people of P
, declaring the P
of God here on earth. We desire, believe, and
pray for the Lord to be among us, walking in our midst, by His manifest presence here on earth.
God has called us to be I
H
I
our sphere of influence.

, who cry out to Him night and day for a
on earth. What we are after is a new and fresh move of His Holy Spirit in

The vast amount of difference between the Biblical pictures of the general sense of God’s presence in
omnipresence and the manifest presence of God as He reveals Himself on earth.
The difference between the concepts of renewal of the Holy Spirit and the revival power of God
flowing out of the Church into the lives of people in the community!
--He works in the church R
the passions of His people to want to know Him.
--He works through us to bring bonafide R
in the lives of people in our
community!
We have seen the necessity of being in intimate relationship with the Lord, that we are called to
A__________
R
, to S
A
the Devil’s S
, in the
authority of Christ Jesus. Our authority in the spiritual battle is in direct correlation to the level of
intimacy with the Lord we have chosen to desire and welcome in our lives.
Ephesians 6:10 – 14a “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor
of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world,
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore, put on the full armor of
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and having done
everything to stand. Stand firm then, . . .”
Zechariah 4:6 “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord.”
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An important and yet often misunderstood Spiritual Principle: Very often when God works in His
people He will decrease the numbers of people involved, in the preparatory and prayer stages of His
working, in order to increase the passion and faith levels! Here’s why. Consider what happened with
Gideon’s army before a battle with tens of thousands of Midianites. (See Judges 7)
1.) When dealing with heavier levels of spiritual warfare it is safe to assume that not everyone
who names the Name of Jesus for salvation has given himself or herself wholly to God in
reverent submission.
2.) The enemy is a master strategist and has been revealing and causing sinful choices to be
made in the “weak areas” of fleshly Christians for two thousand years. To permit weaknesses
in our lives means that we are not under God’s discipline in that area. Consequently, when the
battle is engaged and the Lord calls us to discipline the response is not a “settled in the heart,
YES LORD!”
There are Three Distinct Battlefronts:
Scripture clearly teaches us there are three separate fronts on which we can expect the spiritual battle
to be pressed against us by the enemy’s kingdom. Two of the battlefronts are external to us: the world
system and the enemy and his army. The other battlefront is internal to us, which the Bible refers to as
the fleshly, carnal, or sinful nature.
The Lord Jesus, immediately after the Spirit of God entered His life at His baptism, went into the
wilderness where He fasted and prayed for forty days, and was tempted by the enemy. We can clearly
see the three distinct battlefronts in the areas of temptation the enemy brought against Jesus, Matthew
4:1 – 11.
Battlefront #1 The F
N
– the temptation Jesus defeated was to satisfy his
God-given good desires and appetites by abusing spiritual power.
Battlefront #2 The W
A
– the temptation Jesus defeated was to become
the razzle-dazzle Messiah, gaining worldly prestige and power by throwing himself down
from the temple.
Battlefront #3 S
K
– the temptation Jesus defeated was to worship the
enemy himself, to have evil rule in his life, so that he could then have all of the splendor of the
earth.
As God’s sons and daughters the enemy wars against us using these same three battlefronts.
FRONT #1 – The S
Nature, the F
nature of every human being:

– the internal battlefront that lives in the heart and

“For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.” (Romans 6:6)
“Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but
those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind
of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile
to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature
cannot please God.” (Romans 8:5-8)
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Let’s attempt to get at a working definition: “The flesh is the built-in law of failure that all humans
inherited from the fall of mankind making it impossible to please God in and of ourselves. Sin at its
heart is self-interest. It is an inclination or a bent away from God and toward sin.”
To see how the fleshly nature acts when it is in control of a person, consider Paul’s paragraph on
human behaviors that are contrary to the Spirit - Galatians 5:17 – 21. “For the sinful nature desires
what is contrary to the Spirit and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict
with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under law. The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery,
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions,
and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you as I did before, that those who live like this
will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
--Leads to E
D

to appetites and ultimately D

and

.

--The fleshly nature with its focus on self-interest is the internal enemy working within our
defense system warring against our deepening surrender to Christ.
God’s M
of V
over the power of the fleshly nature is to go to the C_________
of Jesus Christ our Lord and to make the choice put it to death by faith with Him!
“If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with
him in his resurrection” (Romans 6:5).
“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”
(Galatians 2:20).
“Those who belong to Christ have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and
desires” (Galatians 5:24).
We are called to a lifestyle of self-crucifixion, full identity with the death of Jesus on our behalf. Jesus
spoke about our daily identification with Him and daily surrender in Luke 9:23, 24 “If anyone would
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”
--D
is the only way to D
to the F
D
! Good
intentions and will power cannot defeat the flesh! At the cross Jesus doesn’t reform or
discipline the flesh, He kills it’s power by taking it into Himself for us and putting it’s power
to death for us.
--S
-C
– Resurrection power is God’s abiding presence in our lives, a
brand new set of desires living in each one of us, and we are only able to experience His
resurrection power at our places of death, for “God only raises up dead people!”
--Go on C
resurrection victory!

yourselves A

unto God by His Spirit, through His
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Galatians 6:7, 8 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.
The one who sows to please the sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one
who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.”
FRONT #2 – The W

S

- an external battlefront.

Let’s begin with a working definition: “The world system in its function is a composite expression of
the depravity of man and the intrigues of Satan’s rule, combining in opposition to the sovereign rule of
God.” Bubeck, Overcoming the Adversary
The world system exists to E
and T
the hearts of people, the seduction to satisfy
our God given human desires and appetites in a selfish and fleshly way. There are two main reasons
why the world is so wrong, so bent toward evil:
a.) The presence and influences of Satan and his kingdom in the world system.
b.) The works of sowing to the fleshly by human beings.
Think with me about how we are to relate to the world according to the Scriptures.
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:1, 2
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love
you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is
why the world hates you.” John 15:18, 19
Let’s not give in to the temptation to reduce the world or being worldly to nice and neat equations or
lists of dos and don’ts. The lists we draw up, where one goes or doesn’t go, what one wears or doesn’t
wear, can be merely outward legalism. Worldliness defies being reduced to F____________
an E
or K
aL
of R
. A believer may refrain from everything on
a list of dubious behaviors and still be quite worldly in his or her heart.
John wrote to us about how we are called to overcome this external enemy with the Lord Jesus. The
actual Greek words he used are incredible. Do not agapate – that is love the world with spiritual
values or love.
I John 2:15 – 17 “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world the love
of the Father is not in him. For everything of the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his
eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world. The
world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”
I John 5:3 – 5 “This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome,
for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our
faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”
Present active Believing – peitho/pistis meaning, “To fully entrust one’s self, to be absolutely
persuaded.”
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FRONT #3 – S

and his highly organized A

— the external enemy

“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour” (I Peter 5:8).
There are two pitfalls to avoid regarding our understanding of the enemy of God and all that God
loves. One pitfall is to take the enemy too lightly, acting almost as though he doesn’t exist. The other
pitfall is to be so enemy-focused as to honor him too highly and be petrified by fear.
The evil one is clearly portrayed for us in Scripture as a fallen angelic being who was preoccupied
with his own pride, arrogance, and desire to be like, or even above God. He chose to rebel against the
Lord Jehovah and was forcefully removed from heaven.
“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms”
(Ephesians 6:12).
The C

in C

of this wicked army is the devil himself.

The G
of this army, (archon) – rulers or sometimes in Scripture rendered princes
of geographic places, see Daniel 10.
The C
The S
The F
-S
unclean spirits

of this army (exousias) – authorities
(kosmokratoras) – powers, “worldly strong ones”
(ponerias pneumatika) - spiritual forces, evil spirits, demons,

We are called to walk with and work with the Lord in O
Satan’s
W
against us and against those in our sphere of influence. The truth is that because Christ
Jesus has overcome the enemy on the cross and we have an active faith in Him, we are more than
conquerors through Him too.
Hebrews 2:14, 15 “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by
his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death – that is, the devil – and free those who
all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”
Colossians 2:15“And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross.”
The believer maintains victory over the enemy through an I_____________R
God.
 Yield to God and resist the devil - James 4:7.
 Do not give the devil a foothold or a place to stand - Ephesians 4:27.
 Put on the full armor of God - Ephesians 6:10-18.
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