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“The Reality of a Cosmic Conflict for the Souls of People”
Presuppositions Regarding the Spiritual Conflict:
A personal word regarding my own learning and development –
--The Lord God’s desire that all be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth
--The enemy’s purpose to keep people blinded to the truth and apart from God
--The role of the church in this cosmic conflict is to be a “House of Prayer for All the
Nations”
Many people use the terms renewal of the Spirit and revival synonymously. The Lord has not
permitted me to do that. Scripturally, there are vast amounts of difference between renewal of the
Spirit He does in His church and the revival power of God flowing through His church.
a.) Renewal of the Spirit -b.) Revival power -A second important dichotomy we must see is the vast amount of difference between the
Omnipresence of God and the Manifest Presence of God poured out on the earth.
a.) Omnipresence of God is the G_________ sense that He is every present at once.
--Allows a spiritual atmosphere to remain dark and oppressive in some places
--Permits the enemy to be at work in sin, death, and destruction
--Permits sin to go basically unchallenged
b.) Manifest Presence of God is sense that God is D____________ present on the earth.
--Changes the earthly arena dramatically because God’s glory is seen and desired
--Satan is forced to withdraw because he cannot stand the glory of God
--Human behaviors change dramatically because sin is seen as exceedingly sinful
I have been asking questions and seeking answers about the manifest presence of God, in revival
power flowing through the church in dynamic salvation of thousands of people, for more than
twenty years.
Why does the renewal of the Holy Spirit in the Church and revival power of God flow through
the Church at some geographic places and yet not happen at other places?
What are the conditions, which human beings must be willing to participate with the Holy Spirit
in meeting, that promote and foster the manifest presence of God in renewal and revival?
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Why does the darkness seem to be palpable at some places on the earth where people participate
in sinful and wicked ways?
Is there an intersection between the spiritual realms and patterns of human behaviors? Does
corporate righteousness welcome the Holy Spirit to manifest Himself, and do corporate sins
welcome the enemy into the earth more powerfully?
In the history of the Church of Pennsylvania there is no record of it having ever experienced a
pervasive moving of the manifest presence of God in revival power.
Scripture teaches us much, by presupposition, which it never systematically defends. In regard to
the issues of “omnipresence” or the general sense that God is present everywhere and “manifest
presence” or the present reality of God’s Spirit heavily on a place, Scripture merely makes the
assumption that such manifestations can and do take place. For example, there are stories in
Scripture in which the manifest presence of God falls on a gathering of human beings:
1) Elijah on Mt. Carmel opposing the 400 prophets of Baal I Kings 18:16 – 39
2) Solomon as he dedicated the temple of the Lord, II Chronicles 7:1 – 10
3) Acts 2
4) Acts 4:23 -- 31 as the believers prayed
Contrast these Biblical pictures of the manifest presence of God on the earth with Scriptures
relative to the darkness being palpable on the earth:
Psalm 74:12 – 23 is a Scripture about the Lord bringing salvation upon the earth. In verse 20
Asaph writes, “Have regard for your covenant, because haunts of violence fill the dark places
of the land. Do not let the oppressed retreat in disgrace; may the poor and needy praise you
name.” (Emphasis mine)
II Kings 21:1 – 17 is the story of the evil king, Manasseh, and how he filled Jerusalem with evil
through occult practices. He even sacrificed his own sons to Molech, provoking God to burn
with anger. In II Kings 24:3, 4 the words reveal a profound darkness at the core of the people of
God, which in turn produced darkness in the city of Jerusalem. “Surely these things happened to
Judah according to the Lord’s command, in order to remove them from his presence because of
the sins of Manasseh and all he had done, including the shedding of innocent blood. For he had
filled Jerusalem with innocent blood and the Lord was not willing to forgive.”
Revelation 2:13 is a word given to the church at Pergamum where Satan had his throne
There is an intersection of the spiritual realms in the C_______________ W_____ of people
groups. This intersection can be the willingness for God’s presence on the earth. It can be in a
willingness to do evil. This intersection is assumed in Scripture. There is a significant common
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thread in the Scriptures mentioned above of God being desired and prayer lifting to Him. The
Lord draws near to a people who collectively desire Him to be made known and glorified on the
earth.
Regarding this concept, consider the Biblical metaphor of the Lord “turning His face” either
away or towards people, conditional upon what is happening in the human arena:
1.) Deuteronomy 31:15 – 18 God is said to turn His face away from His people in response to
sin.
2.) Psalm 67:1 (among the many that could be cited) we’re urged to pray for God to turn His face
toward us again.
The Reality of the Conflict
C. S. Lewis wrote the following quote in 1952, “Enemy occupied territory, that is what this world
is. Christianity is the story of how the rightful King landed in disguise and is calling His people
to a great campaign of sabotage.”
The concept of spiritual warfare, or a paradigm of C________ C__________, is assumed in
Scripture but never systematically defended. The central issue to spiritual warfare is the cosmic
battle that rages for the allegiance of H________ B________. The focus of this battle is always
about W________ E______________ – that is, what or whom will people love, glorify, adore,
and worship?
The Lord God is deeply desirous of giving the gift of salvation to “all the people groups” of the
world. He is moved by tremendous, reaching love and compassion for the people of this world
who are presently lost, without God, and without hope. He is not willing that “anyone should
perish, but that all should have eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
This deep, reaching love of God to save lost people is violently and vigorously O__________ by
Satan, whose name means “the opposer.”
--Any method to keep people bound and blinded to the awesome mercy and grace of God
will do! Sin, selfishness, pleasure, religiosity, legalism, money, prestige, power,
independence and self-reliance are all methods the enemy uses to keep people who live in
our corner of the world apart from God’s gracious mercy.
--The Greek word methodias –
Spiritual Warfare is anything and everything that is involved in the battle to remove the
B_________ and B___________ influences of the enemy on the minds and hearts of
unbelievers!
II Corinthians 4:3, 4 “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.
The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of
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the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
Acts 26:17b, 18 “I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a
place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.”
Intercessors Cry Out to God for a Holy Interference:
These discipleship times concern the theme of personal and corporate intercessory prayer, people
who go on inviting the manifest presence of God to dwell on the earth. This is very much a part
of spiritual warfare. Anything we do that has the effect of righting wrong or sowing justice on the
earth is an act of spiritual warfare!
--This prayer work is, therefore, another significant part of the cosmic conflict, which has
the goal of making a spiritual impact against the blinding works of darkness.
It is definitely W_______ our Father God Almighty has committed to his church to do because
only those who K________ and L_______ Him can intercede before Him. In the spiritual
warfare there are three personalities engaged. Between the Almighty and Living God and the
Devil stands the praying believer. Though weak and sometimes alone, the praying Christian
plays an important role in the struggle between the Lamb and the Dragon.
--All around us are people bound in sin who are captives to the enemy. As we pray we
for them, by definition, we intercede against the purposes of the enemy in their lives as
we pray for the will of God to be done in them.
--I believe fasting in prayer, or believing God for His purposes in another’s life--actually
pry the enemy’s bindings and blinding from them, loosening his grip that they may hear
the Gospel in truth.
Solomon prayed out His heart to God in dedicating the temple and the Lord responded with holy
fire from heaven. God spoke to Solomon about His people being a vehicle of His glory. In that
response there is a classic Scripture, which describes a holy interference in the ways of people on
earth.
When God purposes to do a H______ I______________ on the earth, He first establishes His
R_________ of people, through which He works. II Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, who are
called by Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”
Also, consider the Scripture in Revelation 8:3-5 regarding P__________ His W_____ into
existence on the earth. “Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar.
He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before
the throne. The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God
from the angel’s hand. Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar and
hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an
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earthquake.”
The need for a more Biblical worldview for the Church in North America ---The Bible clearly portrays for us multiple heavenly realms in which there are spiritual
beings – holy angels and demonic powers. There are five references to “the heavenly
realms” in the book of Ephesians alone.
--Very often our cultural worldview excuses these Scriptural teachings on the basis of our
worldview, which has been influenced by the enlightenment.
We relegate these teachings on demonic oppression or possession to only being for “back there in
Bible times,” or for the “uneducated masses of the third world.” We are more rational,
sophisticated, and better educated. We have other explanations for what the Biblical writers
explained as demonic works.
Satan’s Reign is Usurped from Human Beings:
The Lord created human beings to “reign on the earth” as God’s ambassadors. In Genesis 1 and 2
we read about the Lord putting Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. He told them to rule over
the earth, including the animal kingdom, and subdue it.
--Their desire to attain “godlikeness” on their own terms
Immediately after eating the fruit, they experienced the result of sin. Their spiritual being that had
been created to know and walk with God died that day! They judged themselves as not looking
good enough before God, and they covered themselves with more of the works of their hands. As
God came to be with them, He pronounced judgement on their actions. They no longer stood
before the Lord as His special ones reigning over His created world.
--Satan had paved the way to steal what was theirs through getting them to willfully sin.
The enemy, through enticing them to sin and rebel against the Most High God, U__________
their ability to R_________ on the earth with God. Adam and Eve weren’t even able to rule over
themselves, so how could they hope to reign with the Lord over the earth. Consequently, the
enemy is pictured in Scripture, subsequently, as “the Prince of this world,” “the ruler of the
Kingdom of the Air.”
Revelation 12:9 - “The great dragon was hurled down – that ancient serpent called the devil, or
Satan, we read who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled down to the earth, and his
angels with him.”
--Jesus, opposed by Satan in the wilderness
Paul wrote a tremendous word to us in the book of Romans chapter 5. He tells the Roman
believers and us what we lost in the first Adam was restored to us by the second Adam, Jesus
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Christ. In Romans 5:17 we are called to “reign in life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Pictures of the Church in Scripture:
There are essentially three metaphors in Scripture, which are pictures of the church of Jesus. The
three metaphors are each one a picture of the body of Church, and together give us a full
description of the function of the body of Christ:
a.) the B_______ --Ephesians 4
b.) the F__________ --Ephesians 5
c.) the A_______ – Ephesians 6.
Most people tend to focus much more on the body and the family aspects of our lives together as
His people. These images promote the ideas of belonging and warm affection. But the army
metaphor speaks to struggle and waging war. The army metaphor is every bit as Biblical and
important as are the others.
Paul wrote a powerful text of Scripture in Ephesians 6:10-18. In that Scripture Paul uses the
picture of a Roman soldier armed for battle as a metaphor for the fact that Christians must be
armed for the spiritual struggle in which we are engaged.
3. In II Corinthians 10:3-5, Paul writes a tremendous word about how we, the people of God, are
called to wage war.
4. In Revelation 12:10-12 John writes a word that speaks to the issue of our calling of God to be
overcomers.
5. In Luke 10:18 – 20 the Lord Jesus gives us a tremendous picture into the spiritual realities of
this conflict.
There are numerous texts in Scripture that refer us to the fact that the Lord wants us to hear some
“soldier language.” Paul understood the enemy fiercely opposes the kingdom of God on the
earth:
II Timothy 2:1-4; I Timothy 1:18; and I Timothy 6:12
Concluding Thoughts to Share:
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