Cedar Grove Church Discipleship Training
Session III – April 6, 2014
6:30 PM
“Helping Others as They Seek the Lord”
Our Topic is Helping People who are Seeking the Lord:
Tonight we study the issue of helping someone who is seeking the Lord in prayer, either at our
public altars or in a private setting. When someone chooses to seek the Lord in prayer about an
issue, they are responding to the Holy Spirit’s drawing, wooing love, and conviction.
This is a sacred moment between the seeker and Lord Jesus. We only get to enter into this sacred
communication between the two of them by invitation. So offer to help them if they would like
some prayer support or to leave the person to pray alone if they would like to do so.
We will begin with three of the most critical things for all of us to remember about working with
seekers.
1.) The absolute necessity of working with people of the S_______ G____________. Men
work with men at the altar and women work with women.
2.) The absolute necessity of guaranteeing that what is shared in a time of prayer will remain
in Complete C____________________. If we cannot give the person this guarantee we
should immediately excuse ourselves from hearing anything that they feel the need to
confess and repent of before the Lord Jesus.
3.) We all would do well to remember that the key issue is what takes place between the
S__________ and the S___________ of Jesus. The seeker will have to gain the victory
with Jesus personally if he/she is to be able to stand the ground of their hearts against the
enemy’s inevitable assaults to challenge what has happened in him/her.
Preparing for the Spiritual Struggle:
When any of us choose to follow Jesus sincerely and seriously, the enemy hates that decision. He
knows that we are going to be drawn to God’s heart of love for us by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit
of Jesus will enable us to make choices to know Jesus in deeply personal ways, to engage in our
own spiritual disciplines. When we engage in the spiritual disciplines we are enabled to hear the
voice of Jesus as He whispers to us in our hearts and minds.
As we try to help others to know Jesus intimately too! So the enemy will release different tools
in his arsenal to get us to turn away from F_______________ Jesus P_______________ and
H_________ O________ to know Him too! Those tools include temptation, opposition, and
oppression that causes us to question whether we are in or are not in the will of God!
When we engage in the struggle, enter into prayer and intercession for the spiritual life of
another human being, we are entering into a spiritual battle with the enemy of our souls. This is
sometimes termed: The Principle of A______________ A____________. Everything someone
gains in prayer will be challenged by the enemy’s adversarial action against their decisions!
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When a spiritual transaction takes place in the heart and soul of a newly redeemed or perhaps
reclaimed person, there are a number of things that happen in the spiritual realms.
1. The Lord Jesus Christ breaks in to the heart and soul of a person, by His Holy Spirit,
convicting them of their need, leading them to repentance, and taking up residence in the
person’s heart and soul.
2. The angels of heaven break into joyful celebration when a sinner comes to repentance
and a soul experiences being born again. Heaven’s population increases and the
population of Hell decreases.
3. The beings of spiritual darkness have been forcefully ousted from that life, by the
presence of the Holy Spirit, and are forced to watch the angelic hosts rejoicing over
redemption.
4. They have to report to the enemy of our souls regarding what has happened and fault and
blame are laid on who “lost” the soul to Jesus Christ.
5. They are not happy about the loss!
When one studies the Scriptures carefully, the spiritual struggle that we are engaged in is clearly
portrayed for us in numerous passages. Let’s read two of them aloud:
Ephesians 6:10 – 18
II Corinthians 4:4 – 11
In the book of Acts there is an often repeated cycle of spiritual battle clearly portrayed for us if
we have the spiritual eyesight to be able to see it: B___________ in love, B___________ in
prayer, B___________________ in powerful outpouring of the Spirit, and B_____________
from the enemy! The followers of Jesus battle together in prayer, they seek God for others, and
the Holy Spirit gives them an incredible breakthrough. Hundreds of people, if not thousands of
people are swept into the kingdom of God and they begin the process of discipleship.
Immediately following the wholesale salvations of thousands of people, Peter and John are
beaten, and persecution against the followers of Jesus is touched off. After a time of great
breakthrough Stephen is stoned to death and the church is persecuted. A time of powerful revival
is followed by James being beheaded and Peter’s arrest. Then Paul is beaten and left for dead.
He is arrested and ultimately dies after spending some horrible days in Mammertine Prison in
Rome.
So the bottom line is that when you and I enter into the spiritual battle on behalf of someone else,
we must engage with Jesus from the foundational place of our own spiritual journey. We prepare
ourselves to engage in the spiritual battle.
 We must be people who have a fresh encounter with Jesus in His Word on a daily basis
 We must be prayed up, confessed up to date in our own spiritual life with Jesus
 We must have welcomed the Holy Spirit of Jesus to come and to sit on the very throne of
our freshly surrendered heart and soul.
None of us is perfect. All of us must be in sweet surrender to the Lord Jesus and welcoming the
Spirit of Jesus to lead us in paths of righteousness for His Name’s sake.
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Eight Tips for Helping Others to Seek the Lord:
1. Be R_____________ and P_______________
When you respond to a person who is seeking the Lord Jesus, you do so from a prayerful
attitude and from the perspective that the Spirit of Jesus is inviting you to help Him as He
works with someone you care about deeply.
2. Be P___________ and C________________
They should not be at the altar praying for a very long time until someone is there to be
with them praying and extending grace to them in Jesus’ Name.
Your personal hygiene is very important here. You should always have breath mints
handy and use them. You should have freshly showered and cared for your body, clean
clothes, etc. Be careful about wearing a lot of perfumes because of perfume allergies.
3. Be C_______________ and S_________________
You have entered into a sacred moment between a person and the Lord. So be sensitive to the fact
that you are there to help them with their needs. Do not make assumptions about why they are
there or pray what you think needs to be prayed!
Let them cry softly or weep as long as they need to do so.
Lead them gently and yet firmly to be with Jesus, to welcome Him to come into their
circumstances, to invade their heart right now with His Spirit’s whispers and conviction. He is the
One that they came to meet with so help them to take whatever it is to Him in prayer!

4. Be D_____________ by asking appropriate questions before you start to pray on the basis of
your own assumptions about why they might be seeking to have a fresh encounter with Jesus.
--What is the Spirit of Jesus doing in your heart right now?
--What is it the issue for which you would like to have Jesus give you spiritual victory?
--What would you like the Lord Jesus to do for you today?
--How may I help you?
--Listen for the Holy Spirit’s cautions and checks in your heart as you listen to the seeker
and pray for him/her.
5. Be S______________ with your C_____________ to them. This is an encounter of faith. The
Bible says that faith comes from hearing the message of Jesus, from the Word of God. So our
counsel should be firmly grounded in what the Lord has spoken to us in His Word. The
following are areas of concern that you may encounter at the altar with someone, so it is good for
us to have Scriptural answers that are well thought out ahead of time.
Salvation
1. The Roman Road:
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Romans 3:23, 24
Romans 6:23
Romans 5:8
Romans 10:9, 10
Romans 8:1
2. Acknowledging Sin and Receiving Jesus:
R___________ – Acts 3:19, 20
B______________ – John 3:16
C____________ – I John 1:9
R______________ – John 1:12, 13
A______________ – II Corinthians 5:17
3. The Bridge Between God and Humankind:

Return to God from Having Fallen Away:
The Lord Jesus addressed this issue of having wandered away from the faith and the
desire that is in the heart of God for us to return to Him and walk with the Lord Jesus.
There is an entire chapter of Jesus’ teaching devoted to this topic in Luke’s Gospel:
Luke 15 – the lost sheep, coin, and son
However, you should not enter into this thinking that it is a “no brainer” or a “slam dunk”
for the seeker. The Hebrew author goes at length in Hebrews 6 to tell us that sometimes
this can be a tremendous struggle for the seeker because they must retrace footsteps that
they have deliberately taken to “recrucify” the Lord Jesus in their own heart and soul.
Hebrews 6:4 – 6 “It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have
tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the
goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be
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brought to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over
again and subjecting him to public disgrace.”
Jesus’ great words about God and impossibilities with human beings…
Filling with the Holy Spirit:
The Scriptures are very clear that it is God’s will to fill all of His people with His Holy
Spirit, to come and dwell in our lives in power. So the fact is that the seeker does not
have to overcome some resistance in God’s heart to filling them with His Spirit’s
presence and power for service.
Luke 11:9 – 13
Romans 8:5 and 12 – 16
James 4:6 – 10
The real issue is are there things living in the heart and life of the seeker that are
preventing him/her from fully surrendering to the Spirit of God? There can be several
issues in the person’s heart that must be dealt with or they will not experience the
assurance of the filling of His Spirit within them:
 An unforgiving heart of anger and bitterness
 Areas of unconfessed sin the person is unwilling to face and repent of
 Self-interest that has not yet been addressed and brought to Jesus at the Cross
Healing/Anointing/Laying on of Hands:
James 5:14 – 16
It is so important that we remember the simple truth that when we pray for divine healing
we are submitting ourselves and the person for whom we are praying to the Lord God.
The focus of what we do must reside in God’s heart and God’s actions on their behalf,
and not on what we pray, how we pray, or how long or ardently we pray.
6. Be sure that they have taken the need to the Lord in A___________ P___________. Take
your time with the seeker, moving slowly, helping them, guiding them, if need be leading them
and having them repeat after you. Try to insure that they have been honest with Jesus in prayer.
Remember that deep, honest, and open confession before God is a prerequisite to enabling the
seeker to repent deeply, turn from the sins or the pain, and find the grace of Jesus flowing into
them to heal them: I John 1:9 and Romans 10:9, 10. Have them tell you what they believe the
Lord God has done for them as you have prayed together.
7. Before you have a closing time of prayer for them, reassure them of two very important things
that they need to know from their time of seeking:
a.) You will hold in strictest confidence what was prayed
b.) You will be praying for them in the coming days to stand strong in the victory
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8. Prayers of B___________, the L__________ on of H________, and A_____________ them
with O___ in the Name of Jesus:
When the people of God gather together to agree in prayer before the Lord God there is often a
very powerful move of the Holy Spirit, as He brings the praying people into a distinct sense that
the Risen Lord Jesus Christ is present and walking in their midst. This reality is validated in the
following passage of Scripture from Jesus’ own heart and lips:
Matthew 18:18 – 20 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will [have already been]
bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth will [have already been] loosed in heaven.
Again I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done by
my Father in heaven. For where two or three of you come together in my name, there am I with
them.”
When a team of people gathers in the Name of Jesus, on behalf of the local church, and enters
into a time of public laying on of hands, sealing the prayer time with anointing the person with
oil in the Name of Jesus, there is a sense in which the team has participated with Jesus Himself in
the declaration of blessing, calling forth His P____________ and P_____________ to reside in
the person being prayed over.
The principle of I_________________ of the will of God in the person’s heart, soul, mind, life.
What this word impartation means is that there is a sense in which the Spirit of God uses us to
declare something that He is doing in that life, and our public act of blessing can, in some ways,
release His spiritual life and anointing in that heart and soul for whom we are praying.
So we should take great care, be very prayerful, cautious, and ask the Holy Spirit for His
leadership and discernment when we enter into public acts of the laying on of hands. It is very
important that we have His leading and confirmation that we are acting in keeping with His
good, pleasing, and perfect will to advance the kingdom of Jesus in the person as we pray.
Paul to Timothy:
I Timothy 4:12 – 14 “…Do not neglect the gift which was given you through a prophetic
message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.”
 In this act of public blessing, laying on of the elders’ hands there was the impartation of a
particular leadership gift in Timothy’s life!
 The implication here is that when a group of God’s men and women gather around a
person for a public act of laying on of hands and prayer, spiritual life and power can be
conferred in the life for whom they are praying.
A Second and More Private Prayer Time:
I Timothy 1:5 – 7 “…I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God that is in you through the
laying on of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love,
and of self-discipline.”
Concluding Thoughts to Share:
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