Cedar Grove Church Discipleship Training
April 7, 2013
“The Heart Impassioned by God’s Heart”
The Thesis: The man or woman of God must choose to be a person who K__________,
B___________, and S_______ to L_______ God’s truth as it is being anointed to our hearts by
the presence and the power of His indwelling Spirit!
We live in a world of rapidly changing values and morality. The secular worldview is a constant
challenge to the existence of any absolute truth. The follower of Jesus must have a firm grasp on
the W
,P
, and P
of God for his/her own life, as it is found in the
Scriptures.
He has revealed His heart and desires to us. He expects us to be serious about knowing the Word
as the primary I
through which He reveals His will to His people.
The Lord desires to communicate with each and every one of us through His Word. He expects
you and me to D
our desire to K
Him and what He wants to do by being
people who willingly, gladly invest time alone with Him in the Word. In doing so we hear what
He has told us He wants to do with us.
There are no shortcuts to having a heart that is attuned to the will and the heart of God. It will
take time alone with Him in His presence to get to K__________ Him I_______________.
The Bible is His chosen instrument through which He breathes His spiritual knowledge and
counsel to His people. The Holy Spirit anoints it to us, makes it alive in us!
II Timothy 3:16, 17 “All Scripture is God-breathed, and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work.”
Psalm 119:25 – 32
Two things must be present in my heart if I expect to really hear the voice of the Lord through
the Scriptures:
T
with a passage He directs me to, reading, thinking, meditating, in order to digest what
God really wants me to see there
D
, in the Lord and in what He wants to speak to me. One of the principles of life is
that we spend time with what we love. Psalm 112:1 “Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who
finds great delight in his commands.”
Our corporate vision for Cedar Grove Church must flows from our understanding of what we
believe God has called us to Be in Him and to Do with Him.
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The general plans and purposes of God for His people, are clearly revealed to us in the
Scriptures. But in order to know what His specific will is for our specific church requires time
alone with Him in His presence, listening to Him and applying what we are seeing and hearing!
--Our vision statement is clearly defined in Scripture:
Love Jesus more than we presently do
Love Prayer more than we presently do
Love One Another more than we presently do
--Corporate vision asks and answers the questions about why we exist as a church family.
--Personal vision asks and answers the questions: Jesus, why have you created me? How
do I fit into what you are doing in my church?
The longing and desire of every church that seeks to dispense the life of Jesus Christ the Lord
each week, is to see the P
of Jesus doing radical life-change in their
C__________________. What happens when God is powerfully present on earth is community
transformation.
There are definite Biblical fruit born when God’s Spirit is poured out on the earth:
--It results in an I

Church

--It results in the G

of the mighty N

--It results the E
kingdom forced to W
hates the glory, worship, and reverence of the Lord
--It results in the unchurched, the L
kingdom of God.

and I

of Jesus Christ our Lord.
because the enemy

coming into the

I. Embracing Biblical Foundations:
In II Timothy 2:14 through 3:16 the context of Paul’s teaching and exhortation to his young son
in the faith Timothy, pastor at Ephesus, is the godlessness that will seek to invade the church in
the last days.
Paul says the days preceding the coming of Jesus for His church will be days of “false teachers”
who “pervert the Truth.” Paul’s counter, throughout the passage is that the people of God must
be people of the Truth who will share the Word of God with one another in the midst of these
“terrible times.”
It will require D
E
. There are no shortcuts to a deepening
understanding of the counsel of God found in Scripture. If we know the Word and can handle it
correctly it is because we have invested our lives in hearing and assimilating it in our hearts.
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II Timothy 2:16 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does
not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the Word of Truth.”
Spoudasin – “make every effort, give it your best shot, be diligent,” dokimon parastesai,
“to be acceptably presented to God” as an “unashamed worker,” or as “a person whose
life is irreproachable.”
Orthotomounta – “one who is constantly cutting a straight path,” “setting forth the truth
plainly.”
It will result in our being E
to O
. Authority to lead others to Jesus is
grounded in living the life we are teaching others to live, exemplifying what we say we believe.
II Timothy 4:11 – 13
Paul wants Timothy to see that the basis for helping others in the faith is not seniority in the
faith, personal prestige, or power. It is grounded in our willingness to live what we believe!
He tells Timothy that he will put to death the scorning words of people by simply living a
K________________ L
over time, permitting the people to see Jesus at work in
his own heart and life!
II Timothy 4:16 “Watch your life and your doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you
do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”
In your own life first, that your life matches your doctrine as closely as possible: Your
O_______
L
– speech, lifestyle choices, and decision-making. Your I________
L
– being a person whose motivations are love, faith, and purity.
--By doing this well you will have a dynamic impact over time in the lives of those whom
God has called you to help to see and meet Jesus personally.
II. God Gives His Heart to People:
The Father God will hold accountable those whom He has placed in spiritual leadership in the
church for the fulfillment of His purposes. The V
and E
of the kingdom of
God are to pass from one life to another’s life in our sphere of influence. Therefore, we must
invest quality time with the Lord alone with Him.
He has always had His chosen and anointed ones, called to Himself whom He used mightily for
His glory, simply because they had hearts that longed to be wholly His.
--At the Exodus there were Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Joshua, and Caleb.
--In the establishment of the kingdom of God in the nation of Israel there was a David. (I
Samuel 16:7 and Acts 13:22)
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--In the Jewish Christian Church there were the 12 and the inner circle of three: Peter,
James, and John.
--In the Gentile Church there were Paul, Barnabas, Luke, Silas, Timothy, and Titus.
These people were dynamically used of God because they had H
God’s heart. They invested great blocks of time in F_________ P
into their hearts the P
and W
of God.

that were A
, in assimilating

How do we know what the heart of God is for our church? The local church is an expression of
the B
___ of Christ, with Jesus Himself living among us as our H
__ . A great place
to start answering this question is to dwell with Him and see something of His passion. What did
Jesus come to earth to do?
I John 3:7 – 11
Luke 4:43
Luke 19:9, 10
John 3:14 – 17
John 17:4, 5
The Apostle Paul was gripped by this truth and he worked to communicate it again and again to
his son in the faith Timothy, pastor at Ephesus. He wanted Timothy to clearly understand and
work for the fulfillment of the P
,D
, and P
of God for the
church at Ephesus.
I Timothy 1:15, 16 “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was
shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited
patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.”
I Timothy 4:9, 10 “This is at trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance, (and for this we
labor and strive) that we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and
especially of those who believe.”
Paul’s point is really clear isn’t it? It is God’s will that every local church be in the H
of
B
for the souls of people in our sphere of influence. This is why Jesus, our Head
came to earth in the first place!
Jesus loved us sinners so much that He pursued us with love, which took Him to the horrible
death He died on the cross. What about our hearts for others, since we have received such a great
salvation? How much do we love, care for, and pursue the lost in our sphere of influence? Are
we a reflection of the heart of Jesus to them?
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III. The Biblical Picture of the Vine and the Branches:
The N
of the K
of God in the human heart is clearly defined as we
read about it in the Scriptures. It begins with our human response to the loving and reaching
mercy of God, our believing and receiving what He desires.
It is received through a P
R
with God by grace through faith,
the gift of God to us, which He passionately desires to give us. What He comes to live in is part
of His kingdom on the earth.
The nature of the Kingdom of God is G
, because it is a living organism in us.
Scripture reveals this truth in many metaphors, which refer to us as the P
of the
Lord. In this text we are referred to as living branches, dwelling in Jesus who is the Vine,
supplying us with life-giving nutrients.
The nature of the Kingdom of God is T
of whatever it touches. A person, a
Church body, and a city cannot interact with God Almighty and come away from that experience
unaffected!
John 15:4 – 7
There are three major truths we must all grasp and hold onto regarding a Christian life that is
meaningful and satisfying to our hungry and thirsty souls.
#1 – Jesus is the Vine and We are Branches
We can get all caught up in what we are doing for God, our prayer life, our ministry and our
spiritual gifts, and miss the fact that we are assuming the Lion’s portion of responsibility for our
spirituality!
The essence of Christianity is The L
of J
in a human Life. We are only
responsible to abide in the Vine, to dwell in Him that He may pour Himself into our lives by His
Spirit!
#2 – We are only responsible to Bear the fruit that He Produces in us
John 15:1, 2
The word Jesus gave to His followers here was that there is definitely a process of engagement in
this issue of being disciples. There is an active relationship between the Father and His fruit
bearing sons and daughters in Christ Jesus His Son.
John 15:8
This powerful word is just another way of saying something He wanted His people to hear and
understand well. The Father is glorified in our lives when we bear the ample harvest of fruit the

5

Spirit of God is producing in our lives. He said the mark of being His people is that we will bear
much fruit He has produced in our lives because He lives in us and works in us.
John 15:16
This third look at the truth of fruit-bearing is that the fruit is produced in our lives by God’s
power, which is appropriated in prayer! The Father pours into our lives whatever we ask in the
powerful Name of Jesus!
There are two kinds of fruit, He produces, which will be born in our lives through our intimate
walk with Him:
Advancing fruit -Enlarging fruit -#3 – We are called to remain in His Life-Giving Flow
John 15:4 “Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.”
John 15:7, 8 “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be given to you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples.”
The metaphor Jesus shared with His disciples is still a powerful communicator some 2000 years
later. He was trying to help them and us to understand the simple fact of the matter of
discipleship and disciple-making, advancing and enlarging His kingdom. We can’t do this on the
basis of human grit, will, determination, or effort. Apart from Him we just can’t do this!
Conclusion:
In the exact same way, we must stay in deepening and integral relationship with the Lord Jesus,
in daily touch with Him so that the life-giving flow of the life of the Vine may dwell in us. He
will pour His life, His heart’s desires into us if we will hang out with Him in deepening
relationship with Him by His Spirit.
He will give us His heart of love, mercy, and compassion and enable us to feel toward others
how He feels, if we want Him to do so.
Concluding Thoughts --
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